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2 editorial

On 3 August the ANC’s support fell to 
under 54% of the votes cast. This was a 
drop of over 8% and a loss of 3.3 million 
votes since 2014. In five of the eight urban 
metros the ANC does not have a majority. 
Across the country there are a further 27 
hung councils. The ANC is badly wounded 
and vulnerable to losing its parliamentary 
majority in 2019. Its image of electoral 
invincibility is shattered.

To rub salt into the ANC’s wounds, 
where it was knocked into second place, 
it was by the right wing pro-capitalist 
Democratic Alliance – a party whose 
historical origins stretch deep into SA’s 
colonial and apartheid past. In addition 
to the long-held Cape Town, the DA now 
leads administrations in Nelson Mandela 
Bay, Johannesburg and Tshwane. But 
none of the DA’s new gains were based on 
receiving a majority of votes. Nationally, 
they got fewer votes than in 2014, falling 
3% short of their own target of 30%. What 
the electorate took away from the ANC 
they did not give to the DA. 

Some on the left have fallen into despair, 
putting forward the absurd idea that the 
DA will now begin to return the country to 
apartheid. But the election results do not 
show a surge in support for the DA. First 
and foremost the results reflect a massive 
rejection of the ANC. Millions stayed 
away from the polls. Of the 26 million 
registered to vote, only 15 million did. 
The ANC’s share of the eligible voting 
population has now fallen to 31% from 
35% in 2014.

The EFF
Winning 8.2%, the EFF improved its share 
of the vote by less than 2% compared to 
2014. The EFF leadership had set itself 
the target of trebling its vote and winning 
an undisclosed number of municipalities. 
But in the end they did not win a single 
council. The EFF is correct to recognise 
that it did not obtain a mandate to govern.
But this applies as much to the DA who 

failed to win an outright majority in any of 
its new metros.

Therefore, for a party like the EFF that has 
made the battle against ‘white privilege’ 
and the domination of the economy by 
‘white monopoly capital’ central to its 
political message, the decision to vote for 
DA mayors in Johannesburg, Tshwane and 
NMB has surprised many. The capitalist 
media has praised the decision for its 
“political maturity”. The Workers and 
Socialist Party believes the EFF’s decision 
to vote for DA mayors was a very serious 
mistake. 

As the EFF itself acknowledges, there 
is no ideological difference between the 
DA and the ANC. The new Johannesburg 
mayor, Herman Mashaba, clearly shows 
the DA’s anti-working class character. 
He is a former chairperson of the Free 
Market Foundation which is currently 
taking legal action to cripple the power 

of trade unions by destroying centralised 
bargaining in the name of “freedom” – for 
the DA “freedom” is the right for bosses to 
pay workers slave wages. In his election 
campaign he promised to privatise Pikitup. 
But using service delivery to enrich 
capitalists is the exact same approach as 
the ANC. Rather than voting for him, the 
EFF should have exposed Mashaba as an 
example of what the DA really stands for 
– to roll back the gains of workers to the 
level of the apartheid era.

EFF leaders have tried to justify support 
for the DA on several grounds. This 
included that their main strategic objective 
was to break the ANC’s grip on power; 

that they did not want to disrupt service 
delivery by preventing the formation of 
administrations; that the DA was not a 
corrupt party; and so on. If the EFF was 
truly a revolutionary party, its leadership 
could have linked fresh elections to the 
organisation of working class and poor 
communities for a struggle to raise living 
standards and win decent service delivery 
for all. Contradicting all of this already, 
Malema has now said the EFF would 
consider a coalition with the ANC if they 
fall below 50% in 2019. Ultimately, this 
reflects that the EFF does not look beyond 
capitalism.

Workers party
In these elections many municipalities, 
especially the metros and the urban areas 
where the working class dominates saw 
a whole range of independent candidates 
and community structures standing – 
crisis committees, concerned residents 
organisations, civics, etc. This represents 
a search by working class and poor 
communities for their class independence 
and a rejection of the capitalist status quo.

The material clearly exists to take 
important steps towards filling the 
political vacuum with a socialist mass 
workers party. Such a party would provide 
a platform for uniting service delivery 
struggles across the county with students 
struggling for free education and for a 
renewed trade union movement based 
on struggle and solidarity. Only such a 
party, capable of uniting the working class 
majority, can inflict a decisive electoral 
defeat on the ANC in the 2019 elections 
and begin a struggle for the socialist 
transformation of society.
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Caster Semenya won the 800m at the 
2016 Rio Olympics as emphatically 
as expected. Her victory was 
rightly celebrated by fellow 
South Africans and the majority 
of sports enthusiasts worldwide. 
The significance of her victory far 
transcended her achievements on 
the track. She triumphed not just 
against her opponents, but against 
the racial prejudices amongst some 
of her fellow competitors. 

Contemptuously disregarding Burundi’s 
second-placed Francine Niyonsaba and 
Kenya’s bronze medallist Margaret 
Wambui, Polish middle distance runner 
Joanna Jozwik, who finished fifth claimed 
she “feels like a silver medallist and proud 
to have finished as the “first European” and 
the “second white” in the race.

But it is her victory over the athletics 
establishment that was perhaps the most 
significant. In 2009, Caster was withdrawn 
from competition on the basis of claims that 
– as a woman – she had a higher-than-normal 
testosterone level (a condition referred to 
as hyperandrogenism) that allegedly gave 
her a performance advantage. In 2011 
the International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF) announced a rule that 
would require athletes not only to undergo 
“gender verification tests” but to accept 
medical intervention including surgery 
on genitalia or sex organs and to accept 
oestrogen-replacement therapy. 

Concentrated in this stance are the vilest of 
prejudices ruling elite’s worldwide use to 
subjugate especially working class women. 
The IAAF promotes the belief that a 
person’s gender can be reassigned through 
medical intervention so that she can fit into 
the ‘right’ box. This deprives women and the 
entire LGBTIQ community of their right to 
being. It is as barbaric as “corrective rape” 
and female genital mutilation. Promoted 
by as prominent a body as the IAAF it 
legitimises the prejudices that underpin 
gender oppression.

Since the introduction of the 
“hyperandrogenism” rule over thirty 
athletes have been subjected to this 
humiliating “treatment”. In 2013 four young 
female athletes from developing countries 
all with atypically high but entirely natural 

levels of testosterone – agreed to have 
their clitorises partially removed to enable 
them a year later to return to competition. 
Whereas for these athletes sports offers 
an escape from poverty, unemployment 
and often war, for sports bodies and their 
multinational business partners, it is not 
about sport but profit. 

The IAAF’s attempt to press science into 
their service backfired when the working 
group on hyperandrogenism found there 
was no scientific evidence to prove that 
testosterone levels influence performance. 
Working Group member Liz Ferris, a 
medical doctor and former Olympian, 
submitted a report based on a study of the 
hormone profile of 693 elite athletes. There 
was no correlation between testosterone 
levels and performance. Worse for the 
IAAF, there was a complete overlap of 
testosterone levels between men and 
women with some women above the 
female limit and men well below the male 
limit.

Indian athlete Dutee Chand’s Court 
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) appeal 
succeeded in 2015. The rule was suspended 
and Caster was back. Shockingly, the IAAF 
has appealed because what is at stake is 
far more than athletes’ right to participate 
freely in sport. Sport is big business and 
integral to capitalism – a system that 
benefits the 1% at the expense of the 99%. 
A cornerstone of the economic dictatorship 
of this parasitic minority is the oppression 
of women and the LGBTIQ community 
whose existence is an inconvenient 
refutation of the notion of fixed biological 
and gender categories.

Pierre de Vos points out that talk of “gender 
verification” is itself misleading because 
what is being tested is not gender but 
biological sex.  “They might use “scientific 
language”, but they are almost certainly 
channelling... their deeply entrenched 
social beliefs about women: about what in 
essence makes somebody a woman; about 
how they think women are supposed to 
look, about how they think women should 
behave.  Athletes excel for many reasons. 
Biological or genetic characteristics give 
some athletes an advantage over others, but 
these are celebrated “as a source of inborn 
excellence.” (Daily Maverick 15/08/16)

Madeleine Pape, an Australian former 
800m Olympian runner points out that 
there are double standards for men and 
women. The exceptional performances 
of male athletes like Usain Bolt are 
celebrated unconditionally. “By contrast, 
the celebration of female athletes comes 
with conditions, with which Semenya 
did not comply... Add to the colour of 
Semenya’s skin her queerness, her gender 
non-conformity, her athletic abilities, her 
African-ness, and many people can no 
longer see or accept Caster for the woman 
that she is.”

Caster has become the intersection of 
the multiple oppressions that sprout 
like poisonous weeds out of the roots of 
capitalist society. Her battle shone the 
spotlight on the role of institutions like 
the IAAF plays in promoting gender 
oppression, prejudice and ignorance and 
the subversion of science. Only under 
socialism will sport be a true celebration of 
human achievement. 
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Caster Semenya & the 2016 Olympics
Fight prejudice & discrimination

Basil Hendrickse

South African athlete Caster Semenya

STOP PRESS
As Izwi was going to press 

Semenya was quoted in The 
Times newspaper making remarks 
critical of student free education 

protests. We condemn these 
remarks unequivocally. Semenya 

has clearly been taken in by 
government propaganda and 

media hype. However, regardless 
of these stupid comments, the 

prejudices that Semenya became 
the focus of in the course of the 
Olympics must be combatted 

resolutely by all socialists. On those 
grounds we took the editorial 
decision to carry this article.



When new legislation restricting the use of 
labour brokers came into effect, workers at 
Shoprite’s Centurion Distribution Centre 
decided it was time to kick-out their 
low-paying exploitative contractors. But 
Shoprite dragged the court process out 
endlessly. Realising that the courts could 
not be the only means of fighting labour 
brokers, the workers started working 
with the Tshwane #OutsourcingMustFall 
campaign.
A protest of hundreds of workers outside 
the gates on 17 March presented a 

memorandum to management. But then 
victimisations began, especially of workers 
leaders. Shoprite denied four workers’ 
leaders entry to the workplace in early 
April leading to a strike as workers came 
to the defence of their comrades. Because 
management forced the strike there was 
not enough time to properly organise and 
it ended without the four returning to work.
However the struggle continues. The court 
case is still open and workers are now 
joining the GIWUSA trade union which 
has supported #OutsourcingMustFall from 
day one. Workers will organise, build 
their strength and continue the fight for 
insourcing and R10,000 minimum wage.
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Cape Town: Mass meetings

Despite rain and very cold weather workers from the University of 
Western Cape, three campuses of the Cape Peninsula University 
of Technology, the University of Stellenbosch’s Tygerberg campus 
and Crawford College and Cape College attended a mass meeting 
of #OutsourcingMustFall. In addition members of the new public 
sector union SAPSU attended and the union is willing to support 
the campaign
Joint workers committees were formed for each institution 
and task teams were created to organise mass meetings in (1) 
Phillipi, Nyanga, Gugulethu, New, Old & Lower Cross Road, 
(2) Khayelitsha, and (3) Langa, Bontheuwel. The meeting further 
resolved to support students planning to march to parliament on 
6 October demanding an immediate ban on Labour Broking and 
Outsourcing and free quality education for all. 

Joburg: Mass action planned

The Johannesburg #OutsourcingMustfall movement invited 
outsourced workers to a mass meeting at Thokoza Park, Soweto, 
on 17 September. The objective of the meeting was to expand the 
struggle against outsourcing to all outsourced workers in the city 
of Joburg. Workers were inspired by the revolutionary spirit of 
Tshwane workers who emerged victorious during strikes at the 
start of the year.
The meeting was attended by outsourced cleaners, security and 
landscapers from TVET Colleges, workers from EPWP, Jozi@
Work, CWP, PRASA, and the University of Johannesburg. Other 
community, trade union and student activists were also present. 
Workers’ coordinating committees were elected in order to have 
well-coordinated struggles in each sector.
Workers spoke of their dissatisfaction with management and the 
beneficiaries of tenders who exploit workers through slave wages 
and bad working conditions. Workers who are exploited through 
the anaconda schemes of EPWP and CWP noted with great 
concern the political mind games played by the outgoing ANC 
municipal administration, who told them that workers jobs will be 
at risk under the new DA administration. This, as if both the ANC 
and the DA are not birds of the same feather, equally subscribing 
to neoliberal policies which are anti-working class and the poor.
Workers agreed to go back to their workplaces in order to mobilise 
and organise for a mass action program whose date will be decided 
upon in due course. Outsourcing in Johannesburg remains a 
system which careerist politicians use as their benchmark for  their 
dreamed-of bourgeois destiny. All the courageous workers under 
#OutsourcingMustFall’s banner remain resolute to fight not only 
outsourcing but the entire capitalist system.Johannesburg mass meeting on 17 September

Tembisa community and workers march

Lebogang Phanyeko JohannesburgMichael Helu Cape Town

Shoprite workers

OutsourcingMustFall

R10 000 NOW!!
Organise & struggle for a R10,000 national minimum wage for ALL workers

Shoprite: Campaign continues despite victimisations

Izwi says…
Any and all groups of 
outsourced workers 
in any sector or any 
industry, members 
of existing unions 
or none, should 
contact us for 

help to organise a 
campaign.



Residents of the informal settlement 
in Tsietsi, in the south of Palmridge in 
Ekurhuleni have organised themselves 
into the Palmridge Community Forum 
(Palcof) and have been struggling for 
the municipality to provide housing, 
water and sanitation. WASP members 
participate in the leadership of Palcof.
As part of the struggle for service 
delivery, the community decided to 

register Palcof with the Independent 
Electoral Commission and contest the 
3 August local government elections. 
WASP mobilised to assist with 
campaigning.
Although they did not win a seat the 
community is determined to build 
Palcof and continue the struggle, linking 
up with other community structures.

The number of service delivery protests waged by working class 
communities has never been higher. Every year sees record 
numbers. Communities everywhere are organising themselves. 
Independent civics, crisis committees and community forums are 
mushrooming. These often ad-hoc structures are taking matters 
into their own hands because the political parties represented 
at municipal and local level have failed to address the burning 
questions of poverty, service delivery and unemployment.

First and foremost this shows a complete lack of confidence in ANC 
administrations, and the community movements linked to them, 
such as SANCO. Reflecting this, many independent community 
structures overcame enormous financial and bureaucratic hurdles 
to contest the 2016 local government elections under their own 
banner. This also confirms that none of the other political parties 
on offer have won the confidence of communities either. Whilst 
some of these initiatives will have originated with opportunists, 
overwhelmingly it shows that communities recognise the struggle 
for service delivery and community development as political.

But most of these structures and initiatives remain isolated. 
Service delivery protests are uncoordinated. Even electorally 
many structures directly competed with each for votes. There is 
no national leadership to what is already a mass movement. It is 
clear that there is enormous potential to fight for improvements 
in living standards if the determination and commitment to 
struggle that already exists in communities is given discipline 
and organisation.

To take forward the struggle of our communities we are calling for 
all genuine structures and activists in our communities to agree 
to the goal of creating a country-wide socialist civic federation. 
Through such a country-wide structure communities can raise a 
united programme of demands. A country-wide civic movement 
could lead national campaigns for house building and job creation. 
It could coordinate service delivery protests turning them into a 
mighty national movement fighting for the development of our 
communities. Instead of isolated local protests that government 
can easily ignore, hundreds of communities can protest on the 
same day, on the same issue, making the same demands. Where 
communities need to struggle on a specific local issue, the entire 

federation can be mobilised in support.

Especially in the early stages of the campaign to create a new 
movement it will be important to emphasise the federal nature 
of the initiative. Communities are rightly proud of the structures 
they have created. Independence and the ability to run their 
own affairs democratically will correctly be guarded fiercely. 
Where communities are already organised, their structures 
should participate in the initiative to build a new federation. 
Neighbouring community structures should begin to establish 
local socialist civic federations which can in turn begin to link-up 
at municipal, provincial and eventually national level.

The following principles should form the basis of 
political agreement between community structures.
• Build democratic, accountable mass community organisations 
in every community
• For accountability and complete transparency in our community 
organisations. Leaders to be accountable and recallable. Mass 
community meetings to decide on all major issues
• Link-up all community organisations in a country-wide socialist 
civic federation beginning at local, municipal and provincial level
• Organise disciplined community struggles and begin to 
coordinate those struggles
• Build up to a community general strike and national service 
delivery day of action including a national march, reaching out to 
other sections of the working class for support – the trade unions, 
the youth etc.
• Nothing for communities, without communities. Scrutinise 
the work of local councillors and local councils. Delegates from 
community structures to observe all council meetings and report 
back; organise lobbies and protests outside meetings where this 
is refused
• Oppose tenders, outsourcing and privatisation in public works; 
demand that councils open the books on all tenders to inspections 
by representative of community structures.
• Organise mass electoral challenges to corrupt and ineffective 
councillors
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Ekurhuleni: Community organises

ORGANISE OUR COMMUNITIES 
FOR STRUGGLE!!

Time to build a country-wide 
socialist civic federation



The 3 August municipal elections and the student 
protests have confirmed our perspective following 
the Marikana massacre: “The battle lines [have been] 
drawn for colossal struggles to come ... the political 
reverberations will continue to rock the country like the 
aftershocks of an earthquake, and will alter the political 
landscape forever.” (Izwi Labasebenzi 21/09/12)

3 August – a decisive turning point
The local government elections have changed the political 
landscape almost beyond recognition. 3 August 2016 represents 
a decisive political turning point for post-apartheid SA. Despite 
remaining overwhelmingly dominant, the 8% decline in its vote, 
and the loss of Nelson Mandela Bay, Tshwane and Johannesburg 
hit the ANC like a defeat.
Working class voters left the ANC only 4% above the majority 
water-mark.  The way has now been cleared, in only three years 
time, for the ANC to be unable to form a government on its own.  
Some form of the post local government elections coalitions 
would then most likely be repeated at a national level, ushering in 
a completely new political landscape. 
The birth first in 2008, of the Congress of the People (Cope), and 
the formation, five years later, of the Economic Freedom Fighters 
represented different, successive stages in the confirmation of Izwi 
la Basebenzi’s prognosis following Mbeki’s ousting – that down 
this road lies the eventual break-up of the ANC. Cosatu’s 2014 
expulsion of the 300,000 strong Numsa, struck a crippling blow 
against the ANC’s electoral mobilising capacity draining away the 
support of hundreds of thousands of workers and their families.
The divisions the ANC went into the 2016 local government 
elections with have now deepened to the point where a third 
major split cannot be ruled out should it fall below 50% in 2019. 
The current outbreak of hostilities has seen the Finance Minister 
threatened with arrest, Zuma contradicting Ramaphosa by denying 
the government was at war with itself, SACP ministers defiant 
about their possible dismissal from cabinet, the Communications 
Minister defying ANC NEC decisions in the courts etc.

ANC at war with itself
Nothing reveals the contemptible character of the Zuma 
administration more than the extraordinary power the Guptas 
have to appoint cabinet ministers – the complaints about which 
sparked the current factional conflict -- and the SABC board’s 
brazen defiance of the courts on Hlaudi Motsoeneng’s irregular 
appointment to senior positions. SA has become the banana 
republic the ANC elite – the stout defenders of “constitutional 
democracy” and the “rule of law” – always prided themselves the 
country would never degenerate into under them.    
In less than a decade since the first serious cleavages in the post-
apartheid ANC opened with Mbeki’s recall, factional conflict has 
ceased to shock – it is now its political way of life.  What is new 
is only the significant recasting of the factional line-ups in which 
former allies are now avowed enemies.

Cope died an early death, Zuma’s “coalition of the wounded” has 
broken up and the Tripartite Alliance exists in name only. The 
Zuma faction is openly hostile to the SACP. Calls from within the 
SACP to divorce the ANC will grow louder before 2019.
The emasculated Cosatu’s own implosion has not yet fully 
played itself out. After Numsa’s expulsion and the Food and 
Allied Workers Union’s departure, a damaging conflict over the 
presidential succession battle looms.  When Cosatu’s September 
Central Executive Committee failed to back Ramaphosa to 
succeed Zuma, the NUM broke ranks announcing its support for 
the ‘butcher of Marikana’ – a promise to continue as a politically 
irrelevant baas boy union.
Reduced to a cowardly political apologist for Zuma’s faction, 
and with little credibility left amongst workers, the giant that was 
Cosatu founded in 1985 will be further diminished by these new 
strains.

Zuma faction’s domination potentially fatal for ANC
Making full use of his authority and experience as ANC Head 
of Intelligence in exile, Zuma has systematically reengineered 
control of key organs of state – the police, intelligence and National 
Prosecuting Authority – installing his cronies to shield him from 
imprisonment. At the same time he has captured a number of state-
owned enterprises and created an extensive patronage network 
that reaches into every corner of government. 
The Zuma faction’s rule over the ANC, until recently almost 
completely free of the intellectual pretensions that marked 
Mbeki’s, has lately dressed itself up in the EFF’s ideological 
language, noisily denouncing “white monopoly capital.”  The 
Black Business Council, nothing more than hyenas feeding at the 
state trough, held its September imbizo under the theme “economic 
freedom in our lifetime – aluta continua”.
After Mbeki’s ousting we pointed out that the Zuma and Mbeki 
factions were not involved in a clash of competing ideologies. 
In the final analysis, they are ideological peas-in-a-pod – you 
cannot tell them apart. (Izwi Labasebenzi 1/10/2008). In the latest 
factional conflict, nothing has changed.  

6 perspectives
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Zuma’s rule over the ANC, over whose structures he has until now 
had a vice-like grip which has been systematically tightened in the 
equivalent of a slow-motion organisational coup, has Bonapartist 
characteristics both internally to the ANC and in society. As its 
authority diminishes, it increasingly reacts to protests with state 
force. Utilising to the full the powers the very constitution his 
feeble opposition is rallying around, he ignores the very ANC 
NEC he dominates, the cabinet he has appointed and has reduced 
parliament to a stage on which he can laugh at the nation, as he 
runs the country with and for the Guptas.  
Yet Zuma’s power has begun to loosen as events outside the ANC 
reverberate inside it.  The North West, Mpumalanga and KZN 
have turned into factional battle grounds. In KZN nearly 50% 
of the branches are challenging the ANC’s provincial congress 
results in court. 
The judiciary, acting as a check on Zuma’s authoritarian instincts, 
has also inflicted blows on him and his faction.  Zuma’s strategy 
to subvert state institutions to avoid corruption charges has 
therefore not met with the same success. Apart from the Nkandla 
humiliation, his cronies – Mineral Resources Minister Zwane, his 
NPA fixers Jiba and Mrewbi and his SARS crony, Monyane – have 
all suffered serious reverses.  
Yet so firm is Zuma’s grip on ANC structures and so compromised 
the opposition – driven by the same objectives to protect their 
access to state resources for self-enrichment – that they are 
unlikely to stop Zuma’s plan to ensure he is succeeded by his ex-
wife, Nkosazana Zuma as president.  Ramaphosa’s support in the 
ANC is limited to an isolated Gauteng and sections of a politically 
crippled Cosatu. 

Amnesty for Zuma?
The deeply hostile Polokwane factions found a way to reconcile, 
renewing their marriage vows in a shared belief that the ANC’s 
unity took precedence over everything. This enabled the ANC to 
present at least a semblance of unity in 2009 and 2012. United 
with the sincerity of the best of enemies, the ANC’s victories have 
been accompanied by diminishing electoral support. It therefore 
prepares for 2019 impaled on the horns of a serious dilemma.  
A third split would see the ANC entering  2019 as rival blocs 
forced into previously unthinkable electoral alliances,  leaving it 
perched on the edge of the sinkhole of oblivion. On the other hand, 
if it reconciles, it will have to do so on terms acceptable to the 
dominant Zuma faction. This will mean contesting the elections 
with Zuma effectively assured of an amnesty, virtually ensuring 
defeat.
To escape this dilemma the option of rigging the elections as 
insurance for the “right” outcome will undoubtedly be discussed 
in the ‘smoke filled rooms’ of Luthuli House. The logic of Gwede 
Mantashe and Jesse Duarte’s unprecedented attacks on the IEC as 
the ANC’s enemy after the municipal elections are not many steps 
away from demanding the election outcome they prefer. The ANC 
presidency was prepared to rubber stamp Zimbabwe’s fraudulent 
elections and to sit on its own judicial report confirming it. Why 
would they not do it here? The only thing holding them back is the 
combativity of the working class and youth reflected in the high 
levels of protests in the workplace, the communities and on the 
campuses. Electoral fraud against this background could possibly 
set-off a ‘South African spring’ threatening the end of the ANC 
itself.
Unity post Polokwane proved to be an investment with rapidly 
diminishing electoral returns that may now turn negative. Zuma 
thus has become an inoperable brain tumour for the ANC. Any 
attempt to perform surgery through a recall would be potentially 
fatal. If, however, Zuma is not removed the ANC is threatened with 
electoral defeat in any case. Therefore a deal between both factions 
such as the one proposed by UDM leader, Bantu Holomisa, to give 
Zuma immunity in exchange for him stepping down as head of 

state at the ANC conference in 2017, seems the only way to avoid 
an all-out factional war that would destroy the ANC.  The ANC‘s 
convulsions are the symptoms of a party now in the throes of a 
death agony.

Workers party needed
As possible alternatives, the splits that have so far occurred in the 
ANC – Cope to its right, and the EFF to its left – have both proven 
to be a mirage for the masses. In the cold light of day the EFF’s 
parliamentary theatrics and its Nkandla victory were unable to 
lend credibility to its claim to be a “government-in-waiting” ready 
to oust the ANC in 2019. The 3 August message is abundantly 
clear: a resounding rejection of the ANC, a death certificate for 
Cope and the EFF stamped as “not to be trusted as an alternative”.
Malema’s offer to merge with the ANC should it fall below 50% in 
2019, marks the completion of the EFF’s retreat to the right. The 
local government engagement with the DA is clearly preparation 
for marriage with its ideological twin, the ANC. Malema claims 
the merger would entail the burial of the ANC. In fact, just as the 
EFF helped to impose DA on electorates that did not give them 
outright majorities in the metros they now  control, it now wants to 
foist the ANC on an electorate that would have rejected it. Having 
discarded nationalisation of the economy’s commanding heights, 
and dropped socialism from its local government manifesto, what 
is abundantly clear is that this is a proposal for a pro-capitalist 
bloc. This places the EFF on the opposite side of the barricades to 
the proletariat in the class struggle.       
The mole of revolution has been burrowing away beneath the 
surface over a considerable period of time. Numsa has unfortunately 
spurned the historical opportunities of both the 2014 and 2016 
elections. The United Front and the Movement for Socialism have 
both been aborted. The promised revolutionary socialist workers 
party is being prepared deep inside the bowels of Numsa’s internal 
structures, insulated from the daily struggles of the working class 
– an SACP Mark II. 
With their main instrument imploding, the strategists of capital 
have been preparing with far greater urgency to protect their class 
interests in a post-ANC scenario. After Agang’s spectacular failure 
and with the DA’s limitations exposed, they have been courting the 
EFF in admiring tones over its “political maturity”.  
The late Allister Spark suggested, “whoever emerges as our post-
Zuma president should consider declaring a state of economic 
emergency and forming a government of national unity… invite 
any opposition members of the National Assembly, as well as two 
from civil society, to join his Cabinet — plus two deputy ministers 
from outside the assembly.” (Business Day 16/03/16) 
The working class must match the urgency of the capitalist class 
by creating a mass workers party on a socialist programme. In the 
three main theatres of the class struggle – in communities, amongst 
students and in the workplace – WASP’s call for unity corresponds 
to working class experience and the call for a countrywide socialist 
civic is finding support. The Socialist Youth Movement’s call for 
a nationwide Free Education Movement is beginning to bring 
students together across organisational affiliations.
The Committee for a New Trade Union Federation affiliates 
must note #OutsourcingMustFall’s successes amongst the 76% 
unorganised, marginalised sectors it has itself has drawn attention 
to and actively orient towards them.
WASP fully supports the need, given the Tripartite Alliance 
experience, to defend the new federation’s independence without 
being apolitical.  The best insurance for class and political 
independence is for the new federation to play an active role in 
building a mass workers party on a socialist programme.

perspectives



The Fees Must Fall protests have resumed. Though 
they have not yet achieved the full height and unity 
of last year, they are clear on what they are fighting 
for – free education. They are taking place, however, in 
conditions where the government, after its humiliation 
in the local government elections, is determined to 
restore its significantly diminished political authority by 
a combination of tactics. In an attempt to break student 
unity, it is using the rotten carrot of subsidies to the poor 
and missing middle on the one hand, and wielding the 
stick of repression on the other – both calculated to 
divide and drain the protests of the public support that 
has remained with them despite serious concern about 
the violence.

It is becoming more and more evident that the arson on campus is 
being perpetrated not just by student hot heads who mistake this 
kind of action for revolutionary militancy, but by agent provocateurs 
organised by intelligence agencies to provide the state with a 
pretext to step up repression. We condemn state violence and the 
conversion of universities into militarized zones. Students have 
the right to defend themselves against this repression. We demand 
that all private security and police must keep out of campuses as 
university students demanded of the apartheid regime and for our 
right to protest peacefully to be upheld.

Students must actively oppose the burning of buildings and reject 
the patronising post modernist neo-liberal argument about the 
pain of financial exclusion argument justifying it. It is pointless, 
counter-productive, undermines public support and student unity 
and does not advance the struggle one inch.

Call for free quality education
The demands of this year’s protest wave have centred on a clear 
call for free higher education for all, accompanied by the demands 
to drop any legal charges against students arising from previous 
Fees Must Fall and Outsourcing Must Fall protests.
The ANC government’s proposal to exempt only the poor and 
missing middle from the 8% that individual universities may 
decide on was treated with contempt for the political ploy it is, 
aimed at three major things; dividing students, shifting blame from 
government to university management and quelling the wave of 
protest.
It has become clearer to many students that the problem of fee 
increments arises from government’s education expenditure cuts. 
But far from protesting, university management has enthusiastically 
colluded in placing the burden of these cuts on the shoulders of 
working class students in particular, actively collaborating in 
the commodification of education, reducing it from a right to a 
privilege for the rich offered to the “deserving” poor as charity.
The government’s opposition to free higher education comes from 
the ruling party’s commitment to neoliberal capitalism. Therefore 
the demand for free quality education is a struggle against 
capitalism itself.

Even though the current wave of protest has not yet, and may not, 
reach the height of mass unity and struggle that was achieved last 
year, it has posed before the movement questions that emerged 
only in outline last year as the victory of a largely spontaneous 
movement obscured its importance.  This year’s protests have 
provided a gauge revealing the degree of discontent and outrage 
not just amongst students but in wider society. More importantly, 
from the point of view of the future of the movement, it has posed 
before it much more sharply the question of the subjective factor 
- a coherent national program and a national leadership to carry it 
through.

National Programme
The absence of a unified programme and leadership has resulted 
in the reproduction of last year’s random protests without any 
campus-to-campus coordination. Furthermore, the protest 
activities directed at government offices or capitalist institutions 
have been organized not as part of a coordinated strategy but when 
certain activists deem it fit for their own campus. 
This has meant that campuses strike against structural questions 
in a sub-structured and structurally-fragmented manner. However 
as contradictions sharpen and such weaknesses, which imperil 
the struggle, are exposed, the problem will have to be urgently 
addressed. 
A further consequence of this weakness is that it has left the 
movement unprepared for the more sophisticated tactics used 
by the state and management to divide, derail and destabilise 
the movement using e.g. ‘democratic processes’ like the Wits 
University ‘referendum’. The Wits students had some success in 
exposing management’s duplicity through court action, showing 
management had no powers to call a referendum and that this was 
no more than a non-binding opinion poll.
In the absence of a national programme, campus activists are 
unable to provide leadership. Leaders must of course he held 
accountable and obtain their mandates through mass meetings at 
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all times. But without the clear directives that could flow from a 
programme agreed in advance, for the implementation of which a 
leadership should be held to account, the struggle is susceptible to 
ebbs and flows with the inevitable ups and downs in the mood of 
the mass of students without being able to measure progress on the 
basis of regular report backs. 
Forces opposed to free education can lean on the understandable 
frustrations of many students to mobilise for mass meetings 
and push decisions through against continuing the struggle. The 
media focus on violence also influences the mood of students 
undermining the willingness to continue the struggle exposing 
activists to police brutality as it seeks to suppress the struggle.

Leadership
The lack of national leadership simultaneously feeds into and 
from the lack of program. The campus protests have emerged 
with their own local leaderships which have thus far laboured to 
sustain the protests with more or less success. Where protest has 
been sustained it is overwhelmingly due to the willingness of the 
student masses to fight.
In some areas this has opened up competition amongst the campus 
leadership for dominance or control of the protest by the adoption 
of extreme methods just to demonstrate to other leaders they 
are more radical than them. Meetings tend to degenerate into a 
competition in radical posturing producing empty shells instead of 
resolutions with a clear way forward.
The state has been able to take advantage through agent 
provocateurs and the ANC-aligned student formations. In what 
was clearly the result of a well-planned strategy, the government 
prepared its propaganda about its obligations to the poor and 
missing middle, lining up Sasco and Cosatu to immediately issue 
statements of support. At the same time, ANC-aligned individuals 
and structures, and black nationalists tapped into the anti-capitalist 
sentiments amongst students by calling for marches to capitalist 
institutions to provide the pro-capitalist ANC government with an 
alibi for its betrayals.

Build a unified free education movement
If the struggle towards free education is to be sustained and 
triumph, political and programmatic coherence needs to be 
achieved. Provincial meetings must be convened as a matter of 
urgency and followed by a national meeting, from which the 
institutional programs must be consolidated into one coherent 
national programme which will guide and coordinate the masses 
into national action. This will assist the movement to effectively 
transcend divisions incurred from lack of program and leadership.
Gauteng Free Education activists have already begun with this 
initiative, planning to bring labour and civic movements to act in 
concert. The Free State Free Education Movement is in the process 
of organising such a provincial gathering. We urge activists in all 
provinces to emulate these initiatives. Whatever the outcome of 
this year’s protests on the specific question of a zero % increase 
across the board, and free education, it is clear that the government 
has raised the stakes in this conflict. Blade’s statement that the 
protests are being instigated by Trotskyites whose ideas cannot be 
implemented is first of all an insult to students whom he accuses 
of lacking agency. It is no different from the ‘reds under the bed’ 
accusations of the apartheid regime who claimed that black people 
fighting apartheid were instigated by communists and could not 
possibly be anything other than happy with white minority rule.
More importantly, taken together with his other comments about 
the economy, his claims that free education is impossible, that the 
Freedom Charter is being misquoted and does not promise free 
higher education, nor has it even been government policy, exposes 
Blade, the secretary general of a party that calls itself communist, 
as a zealous ideological and political agent of the ANC government 
and its capitalist masters.
The SYM believes that a united countrywide Free Education 
Movement would be obliged to accept Blade’s invitation to go 
beyond the question of free education, and to answer the question 
of capitalism’s incapacity to meet our demands for free education, 
with a campaign for its overthrow and the socialist transformation 
of society. This would enable the student movement to link up 
with workers and communities to organize to educate and resist 
the neoliberal onslaught on education rights.

The estimated cost of 
free education for all 

800,000 undergraduates 
is estimated to be around 

R100 billion.
The government already 

funds R25 billion.

Them...

...and Us

How will we pay for
free education?

R80 billion
is lost every year through 
illegal financial outflows.

R700 billion
lost to government 

corruption since 1994.

R725 billion
billion sits unused in the 
bank accounts of big 

business.

R1.8 trillion 
worth of assets are under 
the management of the 
government controlled 

Public Investment 
Corporation.



Zimbabwe is currently undergoing a mass movement 
in response to Mugabe and Zanu-PF’s misrule. It was 
bound to happen. Mugabe, or perhaps what’s left of 
him, still poses as president of Zimbabwe today, 36 years 
since he took office. He represents to the overwhelming 
mass of Zimbabweans the ‘new’ oppressor clothed in 
immense power and surrounded by a kleptomaniac 
gang masquerading as the state. He presides over a 
country with around 90% unemployment, widespread 
socio-economic destitution, monumental corruption, 
abject poverty and despondency which is based on 
the massive and unabated exploitation of the working 
class.

Zimbabwe’s GDP is roughly $4 billion at the present moment, yet 
it emerged this year that $15 billion worth of diamond revenues 
are unaccounted for in the past seven years. It is unthinkable that 
the masses would remain silent in the wake of the unrepentant 
looting whilst they suffer massive unemployment, unmitigated 
poverty and destitution. It would take books to account for the 
social and economic atrocities committed by the Mugabe regime!

To many it remains unthinkable that Mugabe and his Zanu cronies 
have been able to cling onto power after 36 years. He continues 
to survive only because so far the mass movement against him 
has been largely sporadic and uncoordinated. Reformists have 
been at the forefront up to now but the realisation of the need to 
completely overturn the system that has sustained Mugabe’s rule 
is widespread.

Historic background
The end of the racist minority regime presided over by Ian 
Smith in 1980 marked the dawn of a triumphalist era by the new 
Zanu government led by Robert Mugabe. But the revolutionary 
gains of the defeat of Smith’s minority regime, which included 
important improvements in education and healthcare, were short 
lived. Mugabe and Zanu’s true colours were shown bright and 
early after they came into power. Zanu portrayed themselves as 
Marxists while at the same time banning trade union and worker 
mobilisation.

Prior to him becoming a pariah, Mugabe paraded himself to 
the world including to the imperialist powers as a statesman 
and was well received in world capitals. In the background he 
quietly silenced dissent and engineered the ethnic cleansing and 
massacre of 20 000 Ndebele civilians in Matabeleland whom he 
branded as dissidents. The “dissident problem” ended when Zanu 
and Zapu, rivals in the liberation war and now for control of the 

state post-independence, entered into the Unity Accord in 1987. 
The Unity Accord did not only bring to an end the Gukurahundi 
civil war but also resulted in the merging of Zanu and Zapu into 
one party. Massacres and mass terror were manoeuvres of the 
Zanu elite in their struggle for unchallenged dominance of the 
state. To some the Unity Accord represented a pivotal moment 
of success for the nationalist project, marking the end of ethnic 
hostility and animosity. In reality the unity accord was a façade 
that veiled the deep seated ethnic divisions and presented a false 
reality that dismally failed to address issues of ethnic and regional 
marginalisation.

If history were to fairly apportion credit for the liberation effort, 
it would accord it to both the guerrilla combatants and the civilian 
population which aided them. But Zanu-PF would have you 
believe otherwise. Mugabe has tried to lean on the war veterans 
and use them as a prop for his regime as a privileged caste separate 
from the rest of Zimbabwean population. But even they are losing 
patience with Mugabe. In an unprecedented development several 
senior veterans have joined calls for Mugabe to go.

Land reform
Land has always been a contentious issue in post-colonial Africa, 
even in countries that did not retain a significant settler population 
after independence. In Zimbabwe, the Lancaster House Agreement 
adopted a “willing buyer, willing seller” model in full agreement 
with the white farmers and British imperialism. Mugabe and the 
Zanu leadership were preoccupied with the assumption of political 
power above anything else. Committed to capitalism they shied 
away from a more radical land reform programme or a programme 
to fundamentally restructure the economy after independence. It 
was business as usual. The exploitation and poverty of the working 
class black majority and landless peasants went unabated.

By 1999 11 million hectares of arable land were still in the hands of 
white capitalist farmers with a significant portion of the purchased 
farms going to government ministers at the expense of the landless 
majority. Government’s complacency on land redistribution did 
not go well with the war veterans as demands for land grew, 
leading to an early clash which alarmed the regime.

The fast track land reform programme was a frantic and hurried 
attempt to legitimise the sporadic land invasions that were already 
taking place. The white owned farms were broken-up. But much 
of the best land was given to the political and bureaucratic elite 
whilst ignoring and displacing farm workers who had worked 
on the land for generations. Many of the new small farmers are 
struggling to survive, unsupported by government. A new wave of 
Chinese imperialism threatens whatever successes the programme 
might have achieved, as Chinese companies are busy buying land 
from poor farmers for mining purposes. Access to urban land 
remains largely reserved for the connected Zanu-PF supporters.
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The way forward
Zimbabwe lacks the necessary vehicle to take forward the resolve 
of the masses. Opposition parties, committed to capitalism, have 
been incapable of seizing the vast array of opportunities the new 
situation provides. In the midst of the current uprising they have 
only been able to rally around a call for electoral reforms, which 
is pitiful considering that Zanu-PF has rigged the past three 
elections to maintain its hold on power! It boggles the mind that 
they now expect Zanu-PF to loosen its hold on the system that 
gives it life. The opposition’s flirtation with capitalism and the 
West only serves to strengthen Zanu-PF’s nationalist propaganda. 
The determination and energy of the masses must be harnessed 
in a socialist programme with an organised revolutionary party to 
carry it forward.

Building solidarity
WASP has been at the forefront of building a South African 
solidarity movement in support of the mass movement in 
Zimbabwe.

WASP members played an important role in founding the 
Zimbabwe Solidarity Campaign. The ZSC unites all of the 
different Zimbabwean groups active in SA under one umbrella. 
Through the ZSC our comrades played a key role in organising 
a march to the Zimbabwean embassy in Pretoria on 14 July.

In Olievenhoutbosch 
and Diepsloot 
townships and the 
Mooiplaas informal 
settlement in 
Centurion, WASP 
members called open 
air meetings to begin 
to lay foundations 
for a mass solidarity 
movement rooted 
in working class 
communities. In 
Olievenhoutbosch over 
60 attended despite it 
being early on Sunday 
morning!

Mametlwe Sebei, WASP Executive member, helps lead the march 
to the Zimbabwean embassy

Campaigning in Olievenhoutbosch
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Izwi says…

• Mugabe Must Fall! For the immediate resignation 
of the Mugabe regime. 

• Support mass border protests. Fight to end all 
import restrictions now! Build a mass movement of 

transport workers and small traders to blockade Beit 
Bridge and other border crossings until restrictions 

are lifted.

• Fight for the payment of all salaries and back-pay 
now! Build a rolling programme of strikes and mass 

demonstrations until wages are paid under the 
leadership of democratic workers’ committees.

• Demand the immediate release of all political 
prisoners. Free political prisoners in the same 
way Pastor Marawire was freed – build mass 

demonstrations outside of police stations and 
prisons until they are released.

• Build action committees of workers, youth, the 
unemployed, small traders and small farmers in 
every area to co-ordinate mass protests. Mass 
democratic committees of the Zimbabwean 

people to take decisions on the movement of 
goods, the running of services and other key 

decisions about the running of society.

• Action committees to organise accountable 
and democratically controlled self-defence units 

to protect protests and activists from regime 
intimidation and violence; seize the assets of 
Mugabe, Zanu-PF and other regime leaders, 
placing them under the control of the action 

committees; enforce a travel ban on Mugabe, 
Zanu-PF and all regime leaders. 

• Leave the Mugabe regime paralysed and 
defenceless!  Build action committees of rank-and-
file police officers, soldiers and air personnel. Elect 
rank-and-file leaders and spokespeople and take 

no orders from regime-linked officers! Build links with 
the action committees of the people for a united 

struggle. Stamp-out the practice of roadblocks and 
bribes!

• Link-up all committees of the Zimbabwean people 
across districts, provinces and nationally to form 

a transitional authority to lay the foundation for a 
future government of workers and small farmers. 

Organise a trial of Mugabe and his cronies.

• No trust in the imperialist dominated anti-
working class UN, AU or SADC. Build links with the 

working class across Southern Africa. Outside 
of Zimbabwe organise action committees in all 

Zimbabwean communities building strong links with 
local communities and working class and youth 

organisations. United struggle against xenophobia. 
Fight for migrants rights. Organise migrant workers in 

the trade union movement.

• Workers and young people to take the lead in 
building a mass revolutionary party to struggle for a 
socialist Zimbabwe drawing together all the leading 

activists of the mass movement against Mugabe.



There is renewed interest in black nationalist ideas 
among black youth, especially university students. 
This interest is driven by the glaring racial inequalities 
in society which the campuses give a concentrated 
experience of.

Although black student numbers have increased, the high cost of 
university and the inadequacy of NSFAS loans to poor students 
mean that many, who often come from poorer backgrounds, are 
disadvantaged. Poverty brings inferior accommodation, access to 
transport, books, printing and other resources. Even not having 
enough money to socialise, party, and relax is a disadvantage.
The dominance of languages of European origin further 
disadvantages many black students. Historically white universities 
in particular are still white-dominated at senior managerial and 
academic level. The curriculum, culture and identity of these 
universities inflames a sense of black exclusion. The burden of 
restricted access, debt and high drop-out-rates overwhelmingly 
affects black students.
Whilst many white students are consciously anti-racist, others 
show little solidarity, support or even sympathy creating the 
understandable feeling that “whites don’t care about us”. A 
minority turn racism into an organised force in reactionary groups 
such as Afriforum. But if some whites are retreating into a racist 
laager, they are doing so not in defence of apartheid-style white 
domination which they know has been defeated never to return. 
Their racism, awful as it is, is an expression of fear of losing 
diminishing privileges that the ANC’s neo-liberal policies and 
corruption threaten, just as the ANC’s policies have plunged 
millions more black people into poverty.  
Without the correct programme to unite students of all backgrounds 
in struggle, all of the material is present for racial tension and 
conflict on the campuses.

A developing
consciousness

Racial domination and 
class exploitation have 
an intertwined history in 

South Africa. The former 
served as an indispensable 

weapon so that capitalism 
could profit from 

land dispossession, 
colonisation 

and the exploitation of the black working class. But the preservation 
of capitalism was at the heart of the compromise reached by the 
ANC in the negotiated settlement with the apartheid regime. This 
inevitably meant the preservation of the privileges enjoyed by 
white society, albeit unequally across the classes into which white 
society is itself divided.
For many black students, turning to nationalist ideas is 
understandable and reflects a genuine search for a way to fight 
against racism and inequality. Especially amongst working class 
students an attraction to nationalism often reflects a rejection of 
the capitalist status quo.
Indeed, there is much in common between Marxists and those 
nationalists who draw inspiration from the Pan-African ideas of the 
1950s-70s colonial revolution. The most radical Pan-Africanists 
linked the struggle against colonialism and imperialism to the 
struggle for socialism; they saw the ‘African revolution’ as part 
of the world socialist revolution; its leaders viewed the ideas of 
Marxism as crucial to the success of their struggles even if we 
would differ with them over how Marxism was understood and 
how liberation struggles were organised. With such Pan-Africanists 
it is possible to unite in struggle whilst having a meaningful and 
comradely debate about the relationship between class, race and 
the struggle for socialism. 

Demands for privilege
But these are not the only ideas that march under the banner of 
nationalism today. A nationalism that stops at the appearance of 
things, rather than examining their real substance, cannot point 
in the direction of the thorough social transformation of society. 
It points instead towards the reproduction of capitalism’s class 
structure with only a different racial composition particularly 
at the top. Regardless of the radical nature of the rhetoric, such 
nationalist ideas are reactionary, anti-working class and anti-poor.
Sections of the black middle class who aspire to a privileged 
position in society use nationalism as an ideological battering-ram 
to attack the white middle class’s dominance of better-paid high-
status jobs. Their nationalism does not speak for all black people 
but is simply a claim to privileges for their class. Some are quite 
open about this, saying it is the duty of black people to become 
rich. It means arguing that a “normal” society would have more 
black billionaires and more white maids. Nationalist ideas that do 
not aim for socialism and attack Marxism can only be described as 
middle class capitalist nationalism. 
Whist ideologically insignificant, this layer stifles genuine 
debate, dismissing Marxism as a “white European import” that 
is “irrelevant to Africa”. Their real objection to Marxism is that 
it unmasks their elitist class aspirations. They champion anything 
and everything ‘black’ regardless of the class forces involved. 
Anti-working class dictators like Robert Mugabe are celebrated, 
while those attracted to Marxist ideas are labelled “traitors” with 
“colonised minds”. The reactionary nationalist Andile Mngxitama 
has even come to the defence of Zuma against the imagined plots 
of ‘white monopoly capital’. For Mngxitama, simply being a black 
president makes Zuma worthy of defence!
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Marxism vs. nationalism

What ideas do 
the youth need?

theory

Executive Committee

“There can be no capitalism without racism.”
- Malcolm X
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Fuelling the confusion

Middle class capitalist nationalism is reinforced by anti-Marxist 
academics in the media. Superficial concepts about “the black 
body”, “black pain” and “the black child” do not provide a 
scientific understanding of the class origins of racism and 
inequality. Whereas the “black pain” of working class exploitation 
can only be eradicated by ending capitalism, that of the middle 
class is often a cry for privileges that depend on the continuation 
of capitalism.
The lack of class content in these ideas reduces racism and 
inequality to moral issues separate from the class structure of 
society. Without a perspective to break with capitalism the liberal 
white middle class has no solution to racism beyond begging 
those guilty of it to “think long and hard about their thoughts 
and actions”. The black middle class either joins this chorus or 
emphasises white ‘collective guilt’ passed down the generations 
for which historical reparations must be paid in the form of shared 
privileges in capitalist society.  From different standpoints, but 
of the same class, these ideas defend middle class privilege in 
general by down-playing or ignoring the root of racism in the 
same class inequalities from which middle class privilege derives. 

The working class & nationalism
Campus nationalism is too abstract to impact significantly on the 
black working class. It offers no way forward in the struggle for 
higher wages and better conditions.  Workers on the factory floor 
will not feel the burden of class exploitation less because their 
manager is black, likewise with profiteering shareholders.
Although the national liberation of the black majority topped 
the agenda of the anti-apartheid struggle, it is a serious 
misunderstanding to reduce that history to a simple case of black 
vs. white. The majority of black ‘homeland’ leaders, many black 
police and informers, and some African capitalist states, supported 
the white-minority regime.  The working class drew lines of 
division in the struggle against apartheid based overwhelmingly 
on class because nationalism could not distinguish friend from foe.
In the workplace, black workers experienced national oppression 
simultaneously as class exploitation. From the struggle for higher 
wages and improved living standards they drew the conclusion 
that the struggle against apartheid was simultaneously against 
capitalism. Both were defended by the same state machine. 
Socialism thus became the dominant idea in organised black 
working class consciousness from the 1980s. But nationalism 
demanded that the working class dilute their class demands to 
accommodate blacks opposed to apartheid but not to capitalism.
Today, the black ANC government defends the right of capitalists 
to exploit workers.  Their neo-liberal policies guarantee 
unemployment, inequality and poverty for the black majority 
whilst BEE policies enrich a small black capitalist class. 
‘Tenderpreneurs’ are amongst the most ruthless exploiters. Black 
political deployees in the state stand alongside whites defending 
capitalism against the working class, as they did at Marikana.
Of course many black workers suffer daily racist abuse at the hands 
of white bosses. But ultimately nationalism asks the working class 
to view their white exploiters as fundamentally different to their 
black exploiters. Day-to-day experience tells the working class 
this is not correct. However, ideas are not immediately put to the 
test in the same way on campuses as in the workplace. Thus, the 
limitations of nationalist ideas are not always obvious. Workplace 
class exploitation is outside of most students’ experience. This, 
and the campus ‘bubble’, helps to disguise the anti-working class 
agenda behind many nationalist arguments and for the ‘Marxism 
vs. nationalism’ debate to rumble on in the abstract.

Old debate, new period
Since the working class became the decisive class in society, 
growth in nationalist ideas has ebbed and flowed with the class 

struggle in every generation. In the past, just as today, nationalism 
emanated overwhelmingly from middle layers in society, often 
students. For example, the set-backs suffered by the ANC-led 
defiance campaigns of the 1950s based on mass working class 
action produced the PAC, led by the more educated and relatively 
privileged youth. In the 1970s, Black Consciousness (BC) emerged 
in the universities and for a period was the main challenge to 
apartheid. But by the early 1980s when the working class became 
the decisive force in the anti-apartheid struggle BC either swung 
behind the workers or faded into the background.
Today is no different. The 2012 mass mineworkers’ strikes, those 
of farm workers in 2013 and the break of the metalworkers’ 
union Numsa from the ANC which flowed from this, put working 
class politics and methods of struggle centre stage. But the best 
traditions of the mineworkers’ struggle were suppressed and the 
Numsa leadership’s steps towards a new trade union federation and 
a new workers’ party have been confused and hesitating, slowing 
the forward march of the heavy battalions of the working class. In 
turn this has allowed parties like the Economic Freedom Fighters 
the space to set a nationalist tone to the widespread opposition to 
the capitalist status quo.
The lessons of history show that it is first and foremost the absence 
of a mass working class socialist alternative that gives space for 
nationalist ideas to grow. We can say with confidence that they 
will be cut across in the future by mass working class struggle.
The ebb and flow of mass action on the campuses also impacts on 
the development of ideas. The nationalism of #RhodesMustFall was 
pushed to the side by #FeesMustFall as white and black students 
united in mass struggle against fee increases.  After winning a one 
year fee freeze the mass movement ebbed, demoralising those 
students who wanted to continue the fight. Unfortunately, this led 
to impatience and many abandoning the slow methodical work 
needed to organise and remobilise the mass movement.
The results were acts of isolated violence on some campuses, 
such as burning buildings. On other campuses, the EFF Student 
Command and other nationalists tried to manoeuvre black students 
back into action by misusing legitimate language grievances, 
polarising and dividing students. Rather than building unity, the 
slogan #AfrikaansMustFall encouraged racial divisions that the 
mass #Feesmustfall had begun to overcome.

Ending ‘white privilege’
On the basis of capitalism attempts to end ‘white privilege’ 
overwhelmingly means a fight between black and white over 
limited jobs and services. Even if every white in South Africa 
were “dealt with” as some crude nationalists demand, poverty, 
inequality and unemployment would remain. 
However, under socialism, ‘white privilege’ will be ended not 
by lowering the living standards of the average white but by 
massively raising the living standards of the black working 
class. For Marxists, the answer to ‘white privilege’ is not ‘black 
privilege’ but the abolition of privilege through guaranteed high 
living standards for all, including a guaranteed job with a living 
wage and universal free education. Only under socialism and the 
nationalisation under democratic control of the banks, mines, 
commercial farms, big factories and big businesses is this possible.
But that does not mean shrugging our shoulders at racism under 
capitalism today. Wherever racism and discrimination exists, 
workers and young people must organise to defeat it. But anti-
racist campaigns must have a clear programme based on mass 
working class struggle and link their demands to campaigns to 
raise living standards and the struggle for a socialist society.
Ending the inequalities in living standards between black and 
white will end the prejudices that see black skin as inferior. In turn 
this will end the social conditions that maintain racism and ‘white 
supremacist’ ideas. The struggle for socialism is the struggle 
against racism.

theory



After twenty years of right wing 
domination by warmonger Tony 
Blair and his heirs, the UK Labour 
Party now has a left anti-austerity 
leader – Jeremy Corbyn. His 
election caused shock waves in 
the British ruling class whose agents 
in Labour tried desperately to oust 
him forcing a second leadership 
election less than a year after he 
was elected to office. The Labour 
Party membership has trebled to 
more than 600 000 since Corbyn’s 
election making it the biggest left 
wing party in Western Europe. Below 
is an edited version of a statement 
published by the Socialist Party 
(CWI in England & Wales) on 24 
September 2016.
Three months ago three quarters of Labour 
MPs launched a coup against Jeremy 
Corbyn forcing a new leadership election. 
They have been backed by all the forces of 
the capitalist establishment. Big business 
and the right-wing media have endlessly 
attacked Jeremy, while the Labour machine 
has prevented thousands of his supporters 
from voting in the contest. Despite this 
Jeremy was re-elected by a huge margin 
with 61.8% of the vote, even wider than 
in his initial victory. There was a very 
high turnout, with more than half a million 
people voting.
The issue of what needs to be done to 
consolidate Jeremy Corbyn’s victory - by 
really transforming Labour into an anti-
austerity, socialist, working class mass 
movement - is the critical question facing 
socialists in Britain today.

No compromise with the right
The course of recent events shows that 
Jeremy Corbyn’s position is still tenuous. 
Only the protests of thousands of Labour 
members and trade unionists stopped what 
would have been a pre-emptory closing 
down of the opportunity to transform the 
Labour Party. All regular party meetings 
were cancelled, a number of constituency 
parties were suspended and the notorious 
‘compliance unit’ conducted “a rigged 
purge of Jeremy Corbyn supporters”. 
Ultimately, the structures and power 
relations that were developed under New 
Labour, which had destroyed the ability of 
the working class to contend for influence 
within the party, are still in place. 
A first step for Jeremy Corbyn after his 
victory should be to declare that he will re-
establish a central role within the Labour 
Party for the trade unions, commensurate 
with their importance as the collective 
voices of millions of workers.

Trade union representation within the 
Labour Party, when democratically 
exercised by union members, provides a 
potential means for the working class to 
control its political representatives. It was 
this characteristic above all that defined 
the Labour Party in the past - before New 
Labour - as a ‘capitalist workers’ party’. 
In other words, while the party had a 
leadership which invariably reflected 
the policy of the capitalist class, it had a 
structure through which workers could 
move to challenge the leadership and 
threaten the capitalists’ interests. The 
unions’ rights must be restored.
Other measures are also needed to 
democratise the structures of the Labour 
Party, sterilised by Blairism over years, 
with mandatory re-selection of MPs a key 
demand. The 172 MPs who triggered the 
coup with their ‘no confidence’ motion 
on 28 June should retain the Labour whip 
only if they agree to accept the renewed 
mandate for Corbyn and his anti-austerity, 
anti-war policies.
An ideological rearming is also necessary. 
In 1995, Tony Blair abolished Labour’s 
historic commitment, in Clause Four, Part 
IV of the party’s rules, to “the common 
ownership of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange”. The 
replacement clause committed the party 
instead to the dynamic “enterprise of the 
market”, “the rigor of competition”, and 
“a thriving private sector”. Unfortunately, 
‘Corbynomics’ - ultimately a form of 
Keynesianism - does not go far enough. 
There is no substitute for a clear programme 
of democratic public ownership of the 
banks, financial institutions and major 
companies, under workers’ control and 
management, the essential basis for a new 
form of society, socialism, in opposition to 
the capitalist market system.

 Reinstate the socialists
This necessary discussion and clarification 
of policies and ideas is the reason why 
another vital demand in the period ahead 
will be the right for all socialists, including 
those previously expelled or excluded, to 
participate in the Labour Party - and to be 
organised. 
The leadership battle has revealed the 
morbid fear of the ruling class and their 
representatives within Labour precisely 
of ‘organised socialists’. Above all for the 
right wing, exemplified in the attack on 
‘Trotskyist arm-twisters’ by the deputy 
Labour leader Tom Watson, is the spectre 
of Militant, the predecessor of the Socialist 
Party. The capitalists have their ‘tendencies’ 
within Labour which they support both 
materially and ideologically, including 
through the weight of the establishment 
media. So why should those who oppose 
capitalism not be allowed to organise too? 
The best way to achieve this, undercutting 
the capitalist media’s manufactured 
fixation on ‘secret conspiracies’, would be 
to allow socialist parties and organisations 
to openly affiliate to the Labour Party.
The transformation of the Labour Party 
into New Labour was not one act but 
a process consolidated over years. To 
reverse that transformation will also not be 
accomplished by one act but will require 
the organisation of a mass movement 
consciously aiming to overturn New 
Labour’s legacy.

WASP is the South 
African affiliate of the 

Committee for a Workers 
International which has more 
than 40 sections worldwide. 
The CWI website is updated 
daily with news and Marxist 

analysis of the latest struggles 
across the world.

www.socialistworld.net

14 international

Jeremy Corbyn

UK’s new party in a party
Corbyn leadership re-election victory



Kagiso: branch blitz campaign

Kagiso branch organised a blitz month in September to raise the 
profile of WASP in our area. We distributed WASP pamphlets 
from three different public areas in Kagiso. More than 40 people 
gave their contact numbers, interested to join and take part in 
branch meetings. Seven copies of our Izwi magazine were sold 
throughout the blitz period. Kagiso is a new branch and this was 
an important step forward for WASP in the West Rand.

Eastern Cape: district meeting

Members from Flagstaff, Bizana and Lusikisiki met on 11 
September. The meeting was the first in a new plan to regularly 
bring WASP members together across this large area for political 
discussions, education and campaign planning. Even though the 
meeting was small, those attending were serious about building 
our party and a good basis to go forward.The next cadre meeting 
will take place on 9 October and be followed subsequently by bi-
monthly meetings interspersed with local weekly branch meetings.

Political education is at the centre of what it means to be a member 
of WASP. For a revolutionary party like ours a politically educated 
and trained membership is essential. One of the requirements of 
being a member of WASP is a commitment to take part in political 
education.
This approach stands in stark contrast to parties like the ANC, DA 
and EFF. Unlike WASP, their leaders have no ambition beyond 
taking over the management of capitalism. They see a politically 
educated membership as a threat to enjoying the privileges of 
office. For them the masses are only voting fodder requiring their 
‘cadre’ to be shallow careerists and ‘yes men’. The leaders of these 
parties are not interested in mass struggles for higher wages, service 
delivery or free education. A politically independent working class 
or youth movement with its own democratic organisations and 
activists who can think for themselves are a potential challenge.
But tireless and systematic political education is a practical 
necessity in a revolutionary party. With political education comes 
the confidence to organise and lead struggle for immediate 
improvements in the living standards of the working class and 
youth. WASP works to arm our members with an understanding of 
the revolutionary ideas of Marxism that can guide the day-to-day 
struggles in the workplaces, the communities and on the campuses 
and connect them to the struggle for a socialist society. In turn, 
participation in struggle further enriches our ideas allowing us to 
continually sharpen our theoretical weapons.
Further, political education is vital to strengthen the democracy 
of the party and the accountability of leaders. Political education 
allows members to draw conclusions about new political 
developments and their impact on the work of the party; to take 
decisions about the tactics necessary for successful struggle;  

and to assess the correctness or 
otherwise of the decisions and 
direction given by the leadership.
WASP has a twelve part education 
programme. New members 
should aim to cover one each 
month, completing the course in 
their first year of membership. 
The topics include suggestions 
for readings, all of which are 
available on the WASP website 
and in printed booklets.
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Building WASP

Kagiso branch blitz

Build the struggle – build WASP’s finances
WASP has no big business backers. We are a party funded by the cents and Rands of our members and 

supporters. We ask readers of Izwi to donate and support our work.

Bank: ABSA Acc no: 4081935745 Branch code: 632005

Members should use this account to pay in their monthly subscriptions.

Political Education
Xolani Mashalaba Kagiso branch chair

Thamsanqa Dumezweni Eastern Cape
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