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2 editorial

The impressive turnout on the anti-
Zuma protests – over 100,000 in separate 
marches – is a new high water mark. 
They reflect ordinary peoples’ fears over 
the consequences of S&P’s 3 April credit 
downgrade – increased prices, job losses, 
growing indebtedness and more public 
service cuts.

Despite healthy suspicion of the DA, EFF, 
IFP etc. the turnout on the opposition 
party protests reflected a growing mood 
for action. For now, who exactly calls 
or ‘leads’ protest is secondary; people 
are filled with a burning desire to “do 
something” about Zuma’s disastrous rule.

Though middle class dominated, these 
were overwhelmingly ‘ordinary people’ 
with no strong party affiliations or 
worked-out political ideologies including 
many young people, both black and 
white. Whilst the working class did not 
participate as an organised group, many 
workers attended. 

Of course, as is always the case at the start 
of any movement, especially amongst 
those taking action for the first time, there 
was a weak understanding of the root 
of the crisis and what Zuma’s removal 
would require. Middle class illusions 
undoubtedly weighed heavily on the 
outlook of many e.g. about the neutrality 
of the capitalist state and the sanctity of 
the constitution. But people learn from 
experience. For many this was their first 
protest and the start of their journey 
towards political clarification.

Attitudes of ‘the left’
Yet at a time of the sharpest post-apartheid 
political and economic crisis, the workers 
movement and the left had no coherent 
position. Whereas expelled Cosatu 
general secretary, Zwelinzima Vavi, had 
supported the 2015 anti-corruption march 
and addressed the 7 April 2017 civil 
society protests, Numsa criticized both 
those in 2015 and 2017.

Cosatu’s absence from the Gordhan 
roadshow was the result of the paralysis 
produced by the spillage of the ANC’s 
factional civil war into the federation 
rather than opposition to its message 
of neo-liberal assurances to investors. 

Fedusa general secretary Dennis 

George joined the condemnations of the 
cancellation of Pravin Gordhan’s investor 
roadshow.

It is true that this is a quarrel between a 
section of the black capitalist class and 
the predominantly white capitalists and 
their black capitalist allies on the other. 
But the working class has an independent 
interest in the fight against corruption. 
As Marxists we do not simply echo the 
hypocritical indignation of the possessing 
classes about “state capture.” The 
entire architecture of the post-apartheid 
dispensation – the constitution and the 
bourgeois parliamentary system – has 
been designed to serve the interests of 
capital.

This split in the black political elite is 
over how to enrich themselves whilst 
maintaining the brutal exploitative 
capitalist system. The outcome of this 
factional struggle has consequences 
for democratic, trade union rights and 
immediate consequences for workers’ 
living standards. Both factions want 
to curtail the right to strike through 
compulsory secret ballots and as Gigaba 
has already made clear, are committed 
to the same brutal neo-liberal measures 
Pravin and his predecessors carried out. 
The downgrade will pile even greater 
misery on the working class who already 
languish in poverty in the most unequal 
society on earth.

Workers party
To abstain from this battle is to abdicate 
responsibility to provide leadership and 
to leave the middle class to follow the 
capitalist class. It is not a question of 
‘picking sides’ but for the working class 
to intervene as Lenin said “with its own 
forces, its own programme and its own 
organization” with demands for higher 
wages, job creation, free education, and 
ending outsourcing etc. The working class 

must display its far more powerful forces 
in action to win the middle class over. As a 
more conscientious study of Lenin teaches 
us, a split in the middle class and breaking 
the ruling class’ grip over them is one of 
the preconditions for revolution.

This could have been done if a socialist 
mass workers party existed – as it 
could have had the Numsa leadership 
implemented its 2013 special national 
congress resolutions. In the absence of 
such a party it is still correct for workers to 
participate in anti-Zuma protests. However 
this must be as an organised independent 
bloc. Sharpening the differences between 
the classes can play an important part in 
assembling the forces for a workers party. 
The alternative is to leave leadership with 
the bourgeois and pro-capitalist opposition 
parties. This is likely to end up as a ‘grand 
pro-capitalist coalition’, likely to include 
the EFF building on their ‘coalitions’ with 
the DA in Tshwane and Johannesburg, 
if the ANC falls below 50% in 2019’s 
elections.

The Easter bus drivers’ strike showed the 
enormous power of the working class. 
How much more politically effective 
could it have been if the organised 
working class had brought this power to 
bear on the political crisis? Zuma would 
have been gone in days!

The answer to the working class’ day-to-
day workplace and community struggles 
and the ANC’s and capitalism’s crisis is 
ultimately the same: socialism. As the 
economic crisis deepens the importance of 
the workers’ movement skillfully linking 
the economic and political struggles will 
become crucial. But if the working class is 
to place itself at the head of the movement 
against Zuma and capitalism a political 
vehicle is needed. An important first step 
would be to convene an Assembly of 
Working Class Unity to lay the foundations 
for a mass workers party. Saftu must place 
this question on the launch agenda.

Izwi Labasebenzi is published under the leadership of the Executive of the Workers and Socialist Party.
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Sheri Hamilton and Shaun Arendse. Contact us on 081 366 7375.

Build foundations for a socialist mass workers party
Call Assembly of Working Class Unity

It is not a question of ‘picking 
sides’ but for the working class to 
intervene as Lenin said “with its 
own forces, its own programme 
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The richest 1% of the 
population…

…have R3.7 trillion.

The next richest 10% 
have…

….R2.8 trillion.

Their wealth is 275% 
greater than the 

remaining 90% of the 
population.

Them...

...and Us

To donate to Izwi and support its regular production, or to pay in 
money for sales, please use:

Bank: FNB Acc no: 62027185489 Type: Business Branch code: 250805

More than two decades ago during 
white apartheid rule up to R26 
billion was stolen from the Reserve 
Bank. Absa benefitted from R1.5 
billion of this state money which 
was illegally loaned to Bankorp. 
When Absa bought Bankorp in 1992 
they continued to profit from the 
interest earned on the investment 
of the loan before it was paid back. 
The Public Protector has issued a 
report instructing Absa to pay back 
R2.25 billion.

The Public Protector’s report has fueled 
the campaign against “white monopoly 
capital” amongst nationalists. They say 
that Absa must pay back the money 
because it is white-owned, and that their 
call to occupy Absa until that happens is 
simultaneously a call to diminish the role 
of white monopoly capital in the economy.
Black First Land First leader Andile 
Mngxitama was the first one to call for 
the occupation of Absa until it pays 
back the money. Ironically, Andile was 
also the first to defend President Jacob 
Zuma and argue he should not pay back 
the money which was illegally used 
to upgrade his private Nkandla home. 

Andile alongside the ANCYL marched to 
Absa in the Johannesburg CBD to hand 
in a memorandum demanding Absa pays 
back the money. But they seem content 
to substitute “white monopoly capital” 
with “black monopoly capital”. Their 
nationalism is middle class and pro-
capitalist.
The approach of these nationalists  
ultimately safeguards monopoly capital 
instead of pointing out the road to its 
destruction. A campaign to occupy Absa 
must be clear - the existence of monopoly 
capital itself is what subjects the poor black 
working class masses in South Africa to 
social and economic injustice. Not the 
particular race of those who own it.
We need to mobilize the working class, 
women, and all the exploited, oppressed, 
discriminated against and downtrodden of 
South Africa to demand the nationalisation 
of the commanding heights of the 
economy – the mines, the banks, the big 
factories, big businesses and commercial 
farms - and simultaneously seek solidarity 
from the global working masses. On this 
basis the vast wealth of the banks can be 
used to develop society. We have nothing 
to lose except our chains of oppression and 
exploitation. We need to use our collective 
power - we occupy for nationalisation as 
that is the road to economic freedom and 
liberation!

Absa’s apartheid profits

What programme 
for the banks?

Gilberto Nchabeleng
SYM UniVen

Izwi says…
• End the racist legacy of apartheid by ending the real capitalist 
economic foundations upon which racism rests.  Transfer genuine 

economic and political power to the predominantly black working class 
majority through nationalisation under working class control. No to the 

ANC’s elitist capitalist Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) policies.

• Nationalise under democratic working class and community control 
the banks, the mines, the commercial farms, the big factories and big 

businesses.

• For a publicly owned and democratically planned socialist economy 
to meet the needs of all and not the profits of the capitalists.



Outsourcing of public services 
by state owned entities and 
government departments is a key 
plank of the ANC’s Black Economic 
Empowerment strategy.  The 
programmes aim to accelerate 
the self-enrichment of ruling elites 
by intensifying the exploitation of 
workers through slave wages and 
conditions, by not adhering to basic 
conditions of employment and by 
undermining the quality of service 
delivery.

After the successes of the 
#OutsourcingMustFall campaign under 
the leadership of the Workers and Socialist 
Party (WASP) a series of discussions was 
initiated with workers to plan how to slay 
the beast of outsourcing in Johannesburg. 
Some workers had already learned through 
experience that the majority of trade 
unions were doing absolutely nothing to 
fight outsourcing and that some union 
bosses owned or were in partnership with 
outsourcing companies. These workers 
therefore welcomed the opportunity to 
use #OMF as a vehicle to struggle for 
permanent jobs and improved wages and 
conditions.

Origins of #OMF Joburg
The Johannesburg #OMF started in August 
2016 with almost weekly mass meetings 
in Thokoza Park, Soweto. Workers from 
various sectors gathered to discuss how to 
build the movement. A period of intense 
mobilisation followed with organising 
extending beyond the higher education 
institutions where #OMF Tshwane began 
and where it had scored significant victories 
for workers.

But mobilising outside of higher education 
institutions presented a unique set of 
challenges which, as the #OMF campaign 
is showing, are not insurmountable and 
offer valuable lessons for rebuilding 
working class organisations of struggle. 
University and college campuses are 
confined environments with comparatively 
smaller numbers of outsourced companies. 
The Joburg #OMF campaign could 
learn lessons from Tshwane #OMF but 

in many respects faced a completely 
different situation with many more 
entities, departments and employer bodies 
to organise. Leaflets were distributed at 
railway stations, community health clinics, 
colleges and state departments targeting all 
outsourced workers in security, cleaning, 
gardening, and other services. 

At the second mass meeting in Soweto, 
an interim committee comprising 
representatives from the different 
companies as well as different geographic 
regions was established to mobilise 
support for the campaign. At all the 
meetings, workers were encouraged to 
share their stories which showed the 
common problems they were experiencing 
in the workplace related to poor working 
conditions, job insecurity, intimidation and 
above all, low wages. Therefore uniting 
workers across different sectors and 
employers would be vital in mounting an 
effective struggle against outsourcing.

There were many challenges to begin 
with, including rival small ‘briefcase’ 
unions whose reason for existence was 
only to provide salaries from workers’ 
subscriptions. These unions were 
incapable of mounting a serious challenge 
to outsourcing and it was necessary for 
workers to organise outside of the formal 
structures and to unite with other workers 
who, for various reasons, remained 
unorganised.

Nevertheless, a key aspect of the campaign 
has been to encourage workers to join 

unions especially as the campaign gained 
momentum and workers leading the 
organising of their workplaces began 
facing victimisation. Crucial in forming 
our attitude to different unions was the 
extent to which #OMF workers would 
be able to retain democratic control of 
their campaign and continue to lead 
it themselves. The General Industrial 
Workers Union (GIWUSA) has been used 
to represent workers at the CCMA and to 
challenge unfair labour practices. But the 
main strategy of the #OMF is to mobilise 
and unite workers across sectors and exert 
pressure on the employers through protests 
marches, pickets and demonstrations.

Building a strong & militant #OMF 
Workers are their own liberators and as the 
#OMF campaign has shown, it is possible 
to defeat outsourcing. However, to root it 
out means going against the fundamental 
logic of the capitalist system which is to 
make profit. Therefore, the only way in 
which to fight outsourcing is by building 
maximum unity and support including with 
other progressive forces.

For example, the EPWP and CWP 
programmes are based in communities and 
by uniting the struggle of workers with those 
of their communities for service delivery, 
the building blocks towards establishing 
a mass workers party can be put in place. 
The #OMF campaign is showing the way 
towards building a movement that could be 
the catalyst for the creation of such a mass 
workers party.

Outsourcing
LabourBroking

R10,000 NOW!!
MustFall

4 workplace
Izwi says…

Any and all groups of 
outsourced workers 
in any sector or any 
industry, members 
of existing unions 
or none, should 
contact us for 

help to organise a 
campaign.

Lebogang Phanyeko
Johannesburg WASP

On 22 February 2017 #OMF led hundreds of workers in a march to the Gauteng legislature
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The launch of Saftu (SA Federation of Trade Unions) 
is taking place in the most turbulent period in post-
apartheid history. The 7 and 12 April 2017 anti-Zuma 
protests attracted 100,000 nationwide and 40,000 in 
Tshwane alone. Mobilisations on this scale were last 
seen in the 1980s and 90s against the apartheid regime.

Superimposed on the general political crisis is a deep economic 
crisis now enormously aggravated by the rating agency downgrade. 
Having never recovered from the 2008 global Great Recession 
that claimed a million jobs, the SA economy now faces its worst 
post-apartheid crisis.

The capitalist ruling class is united on the “solutions” to the crisis. 
This includes, as Dawie Roodt of the Efficient Group argues, the 
need “to cut the civil service; …. privatise state-owned enterprises 
… review land restitution and labour policies, and much more.” 
(Businesslive 14/04/17).

This amounts to a manifesto for an escalation of the class war 
against working people under the ANC government’s capitalist 
economic policy in its various guises: RDP, GEAR, AsgiSA and 
the NDP since apartheid’s end.

The balance of class forces
How does the working class stand in the face of the coming bosses’ 
offensive?  The balance of power in the workplace has swung in 
favour of the bosses over the past twenty years. This is reflected in 
the decline of wages as a percentage of total national income from 
54% in 1994 to 46% today. The level of unionisation has declined 
from 46% at its height in the 1990s to 26%. Fully 74% of workers 
are not unionised.

But formal unionisation levels are only part of the story. For 
example, in 1988 trade union membership was only around 30% 
and this was at the height of the state of emergency and the struggle 
against apartheid. In 1987 more than six million ‘man-days’ were 
lost in strike action showing that even an organised minority of the 
working class can have a decisive impact. The difference is that 
the greater political and ideological cohesion of the working class 
gave it far greater political weight than the numbers themselves.

On the political plain the working class has no mass organised 
political force of its own. The illusion that workers had a voice 
in government through the Tripartite Alliance has finally been 
shattered by Cosatu’s expulsion of Numsa. The Alliance was a 
political prison for the working class.

WASP believes, however, that the wrong conclusions have been 
drawn from this experience by both the leaders of the former 
Cosatu unions in the new federation, and those who were politically 
unaffiliated. If the Alliance proved to be a trap for Cosatu it was 
because it was a partnership with the capitalist ANC.

For the ANC the Alliance was necessary to deprive the organised 
workers of their political and therefore their class independence – 
to use Cosatu to line the working class up behind its historical aim 
– the creation of a black capitalist class. Thus whereas the logic of 
Cosatu’s socialist traditions required the overthrow of capitalism, 
the National Democratic Revolution required its preservation.

The logic of this division of political labour obliged the Cosatu 
leadership to hold back workers also in their day-to-day struggles. 
As late arrivals on the scene of history a black capitalist class could 
develop only through privatisation, corporatisation, contracting, 
labour broking and their cooption as junior partners in the 
preservation of capitalism through BEE. All of this necessitated 
systemically undermining workers’ wages and conditions. The 
irreconcilable contradiction between the interests of the working 
class and those of the aspirant black capitalist class doomed the 
Alliance to failure for workers.

“Independent but not apolitical”?
In an effort to avoid a similar trap, the Saftu leadership has 
proposed that the new federation should be “independent but 
not apolitical”. We believe this policy is seriously mistaken if 
it means anything other than building a socialist mass workers 
party. Cosatu’s entire pre-and post-apartheid history demonstrates 
the interconnectedness of politics and economics. Politics, Lenin 
taught us, is concentrated economics.

Cosatu’s birth represented far more than just the emergence of 
the most powerful force for workers unity in the workplace in 
SA history. It signaled the arrival of a new political power on the 
terrain of the struggle for national liberation. Even more important 
was the socialist consciousness particularly of Cosatu’s advanced 
layer. From the experience of fighting the same state machine 
enslaving them in the workplace and enforcing their political 
subjugation through apartheid, the workers drew the conclusion 
that capitalism and the state are two sides of the same bloody coin.

Need for a socialist mass workers party
One of the most striking features of the current political conjuncture 
is the absence of the forces of the organised working class in the 
anti-Zuma protests. In response to the inter-capitalist conflict, 
Professor Chris Malikane, advisor to new Finance Minister Malusi 
Gigaba, laments that the “black capitalist class is not likely to win 
this battle (against white monopoly capital) without the support of 
the mass of the black working class”. He calls for the establishment 
of a “broad anti-white monopoly capitalist united front made up 
of all the classes.” With customary SACP-style revolutionary 
pretentions Malikane calls for widespread nationalisation of 
the banks and insurance companies, not to bury capitalism, but 
to strengthen the corrupt, impotent black capitalists. The black 
working class is called upon to ally with the black capitalists as 
their slaves rather than those of the whites.

Fedusa’s refusal to support the pathetic R3,500 minimum wage 
championed by deputy president Cyril Ramaphosa, shows that 
its “independence” from political affiliation has not inoculated it 
from the influence of the capitalist class.

Being “independent but not apolitical” amounts to an abstention 
from the class struggle whose economic and political fronts are not 
separated by a Chinese Wall, but are inextricably bound up with 
each other. Saftu can protect its class and political independence 
only by supporting the formation of a socialist mass workers 
party thus ensuring that such a party’s programme and ideology is 
compatible with the interests of the working class.

Weizmann Hamilton Executive Committee

SAFTU must support a
Mass socialist workers party



Struggle for
R10,000 NOW!
New minimum wage signs poverty wages into law

6 workplace

From 1 May 2018 South Africa will have a national 
minimum wage. It has been set at R3,500 per month 
(or R20 per hour) for a 40 hour working week. This 
rate is so low that in effect the ANC government has 
written poverty into law. Employers will be allowed to 
apply for exemptions. The new wage will not cover 
the 330,000 EPWP workers who will be expected to 
continue struggling by on R83 per day. Nor will it cover 
farmworkers or domestic workers.
Despite these enormous limitations, the increase will still come 
as a relief to the 6.6 million workers who currently earn less 
than R3,500 – a condemnation of the devastating poverty of 
the working-poor rather than praise for the new poverty-level 
minimum wage.
This ‘too little, too late’ reform comes a huge 22 years after the 
ANC came to power. It is a desperate attempt by the ANC to 
strengthen their crumbling working class electoral base and give 
something to the disintegrating Cosatu as proof that their alliance 
with the ANC “works”. No doubt as planned, after a month of 
carefully staged mock outrage at the low rate, the Cosatu leadership 
has now fallen into line and alongside the other major trade union 
federations, signed-up to accept the R3,500 wage. The vacuum of 
working class leadership has been demonstrated yet again.
But workers cannot take even this small concession for granted. 
For example, employers simply ignored an anti-labour broking 
law that came into effect at the start of 2015. In other words, the 
existence of the law was not enough. The bosses had to be forced 
to implement it. Even then, it was not the existence of the law that 
was decisive. Court cases against labour broking are being forever 
delayed in the courts. The workers of the Shoprite distribution 
centre in Centurion are in the third year of their court case to end 
labour broking with no end in sight.

Only when workers organised and led mass struggle in the 
powerful and ongoing #OutsourcingMustFall campaign (started 
by WASP) has labour broking and outsourcing been challenged 
– and even defeated. The improved wages in the mining industry 
were won as a result of mass struggle, including the sacrifice of 
those workers murdered at Marikana.
We can expect the new national minimum wage to be window 
dressing too. For example, employers can apply for exemptions. 
Without making provisions for a regime of workplace inspections 
we can expect that the bosses will hide their money and cry 
poverty. If the ANC government were serious about implementing 
even R3,500 per month, they would already be employing and 
training thousands of inspectors to visit every workplace in the 
country. As is always the case, workers can only rely on their own 
organised power to raise wages.

According to the Blumberg Survey South Africa ranks 
seventh in the world for the best paid CEOs. The 
Labour Research Service’s 2011-12 survey revealed 
the super-pay of SA’s bosses… 

• mining sector R20,205,714 per year
• banking sector R11,201,744

• health sector R8,546,687
• hospitality sector R9,697,555
• industrial sector R9,949,004

• retail sector R14,489,300

Stats South Africa concluded that the monthly cost 
of essential food and non-food items (those needed 
just to survive) is R1,319 per month/per person or 
R5,276 for a household of four people.

That does not take account of the often non-optional 
support for extended families when unemployment is 
running close to 40%. It also means zero quality of life. 
But it does put the greed of the bosses in perspective!

Maximum wages...

...and minimum wages

We need to organise!
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The ANC
The new minimum wage is 
the ANC’s invention and it is 
too little, too late. Why did 
it take 22 years? The ANC 
pays lip service to the need 
for the country to decrease 
wage inequality and to reduce 
poverty. This is rooted in their 
need to try and maintain a mass 
base amongst the working 
class. On the other hand, the 
likes of Gwede Mantashe 
do not forget to worship and 
defend the ANC’s capitalist 
masters by highlighting the 
need to promote employment 
through attracting investment. 
This is contradictory as the 
attraction of investment 
obviously means that wages 
must be kept low to attract the 
bosses with the hope of more 
profit. Setting the minimum 
wage at a poverty-level shows 
whose interests Mantashe and 
the ANC are prioritising – the 
bosses!

COSATU
The ANC’s ‘labour desk’ 
called for a National Minimum 
Wage of R4,500-6,000 since 
their 2015 Congress. They 
base this amount on the 
international benchmark used 
to set NMWs of 40-50% of the 
average wage, also using the 
‘poverty line’ or ‘minimum 
living level’ as a second 
benchmark. But COSATU 
eventually “welcomed” the 
R3,500 NMW. Obviously a 
difference of R1,000+ p/m can 
easily be sacrificed to maintain 
the ‘holy’ Tripartite Alliance 
and support for the Marikana 
Monster, Cyril Ramaphosa, 
as the next president of SA. 
Accepting capitalism just like 
the ANC, the Cosatu leadership 
has acted as a policeman of 
the workers, encouraging 
‘restraint’ on wage demands 
and accepting the wrong logic 
that high wages will destroy 
jobs. Their policy on the NMW 
is no different.

The DA
In parliament the DA’s Shadow 
Minister of Labour, Ian Ollis 
talked about the negative 
impact that a minimum wage 
would have on the 8.4 million 
unemployed South Africans 
“sitting on the side of the road”. 
The DA are at the forefront of 
peddling the lie that higher 
wages automatically means 
less jobs.  It is sickening to 
watch them posture as the 
friends of the unemployed. Mr. 
Ollis makes it clear that the DA 
is opposed to a minimum wage 
and that all the workers should 
just be happy with whatever 
they are paid. If they dare to 
hope for more they will find 
themselves sitting on the side 
of the road! The DA’s response 
to the NMW issue serves as a 
quick reminder of where the 
party stems from. It is a party 
of the bosses.

The EFF
The Economic Freedom 
Fighters has criticised the new 
minimum wage and has said 
that no worker should earn less 
than R4,500. Their demand is 
not as radical as would have 
been expected! For a party that 
positions itself as a militant 
alternative, the EFF fails to 
link the question of wages 
to nationalisation (a position 
they have been moving further 
and further away from). 
Further, the EFF leadership is 
completely uninterested in the 
development of an independent 
workers’ movement capable of 
leading mass struggle. As we 
have explained [above], this is 
the only way that major gains 
on wages can be made, with 
or without the new minimum 
wage legislation. Sadly, this 
leaves the EFF’s fighting talk 
as nothing more than rhetoric.

If the bosses cannot afford decent wages, 
then workers cannot afford the bosses!

The different attitudes of the different political organisations towards the national minimum 
wage mirror their positions in the broader political spectrum. But the differences between 
these parties are secondary. Ultimately their attitudes to the minimum wage all defend the 
rights of the bosses to make profits at the expense of the workers.
Below, Xolani Mashalaba, WASP National Committee, examines the different positions  
different organisations have taken and what it tells us about them.

Izwi says…
• For an immediate increase in the new national minimum wage to R10,000 p/m

as a step toward R12,500 p/m.

• Organise a rigorous regime of workplace inspections to ensure compliance under the democratic 
control of workers’ representatives.

• No exemptions. Open the books of big business to inspection by workers’ representatives. 
Nationalise non-complying and job-shedding big businesses. On the basis of proven unaffordability, 

subsidies and tax relief to small and family businesses. 

• End unemployment. For a massive public works programme to build all the houses, schools, 
hospitals, roads, etc. needed in our communities. Development of skills and training to be at the heart 

of the programme.

• Reduce the working week and share out the work without loss of pay to improve the quality of life 
for workers and allow all those living in South Africa willing and able to work to do so.

• Organise mass struggle to implement the above programme. Build a socialist trade union 
federation and a socialist mass workers party.



The #FeesMustFall (#FMF) movement swept universities 
and the entire country with a protest wave against the 
unaffordable fees that exclude poor students from 
higher education. Alongside this, the outsourcing of 
university cleaning, security and other key services, 
that plunged workers into precarious employment for 
poverty wages, led to a general questioning of the neo-
liberal ‘transformation programme’ of the past 23 years 
of post-apartheid black majority rule. The movement 
represented another eruption of the volcanic lava of 
working class discontent that broke first in Marikana 
and continues to move through every layer of society.

The movement shattered the wall of media lies about the “apathy 
of the youth”, which the ruling elite carefully constructed in the 
preceding decade to create the illusion of a carefree generation of 
‘born-frees’ that, they argued, did not know the deprivations of the 
past, happily enjoying the sweet fruits of ‘freedom’. Sweeping one 
end of the country to another like a wildfire, in the space of a few 
days, #FMF politically awakened a whole generation of students 
and transformed tens of thousands of youth into a radicalised mass 
that inflicted an unprecedented defeat on the ANC government. 
They shook not only the political confidence of the ruling elite but 
also shifted the tectonic plates of the entire political architecture on 
which the capitalist system rests by laying bare the ‘invincibility’ 
of the ANC government as nothing more than an illusion. The 
ANC’s political weakness and vulnerability in the face of a united 
mass movement was exposed.
Breath-taking images of mass student 
power were broadcast daily in the news, 
showing campus assemblies and mass 
demonstrations to the main seats of political 
power in the major cities across the country. 
The scale of the political defeat inflicted on 
the government in 2015 was huge. They 
were forced to freeze fees (the zero-percent 
‘increase’), allocate more funding to poor 
students, and even make verbal concessions 
to the demand for free education. This 
greatly raised the confidence of the whole 
working class and inspired outsourced and 
low-paid workers in universities, as well as 
other sectors, to rise on their feet and struggle 
against their ruthless exploitation.

Wrong ideas
However, today the #FMF movement lays paralysed in the face of 
state repression and an ideological onslaught against the demand 
for free education.  The incapacity of the movement to defend 

itself has focused the minds of the activists and the working class 
on the question of what ideas, strategy and programme are needed 
to rebuild the movement and take it forward to victory – winning 
free socialist education.
If the ‘spontaneous’ and ‘horizontal’ character of #FMF was its 
strength in October 2015, today these features have become its 
major weaknesses. Attempts to elevate these ideas to theoretically 
justified organisational principles are not only politically childish 
but a danger that demands uncompromising opposition from every 
genuine #FMF activist.
For the masses of the students, the rejection of ‘politics’, 
‘organisation’, and ‘centralised political leadership’ mainly 
meant rejection of the treacherous, collaborationist politics of the 
ANC-aligned Progressive Youth Alliance (PYA) leadership and 
the SRCs they control. These structures have long ceased to be 
accountable and democratic, dominated instead by a conservative 
and bureaucratic leadership unresponsive to the plight of poor 
students and insulated from the burning desire to fight back 
against unaffordable fees, academic exclusions, inadequate 
accommodation and poor infrastructure on campuses.
This degeneration flowed logically from the policy of remaining 
in alliance with the ruling party, whose capitalist government and 
neo-liberal policies are responsible for the crisis of public funding 
in higher education. It is not possible to bark with the hounds and 
run with the hare. By this policy the PYA became ‘managers’ of 
student anger and instead of leading them consciously disorganised 
them.
It is perfectly understandable that after many years of such 
conservative leadership and treacherous betrayals, the masses 

of students would be suspicious of ‘political 
organisation’ and reject any form of centralised 

leadership. In this sense, the anti-leadership 
sentiment represented a blind but correct 
desire for a break with the politics of class 
collaboration and a recognition of the need 
to build political independence from enemy 
class ‘influences’ – a progressive step 
toward independent revolutionary class 
politics. 

Campus class contradictions
The tendency to theorise, and make a fetish of 

the ‘flat’, ‘horizontal’, in effect, unorganised 
movement has however, a different social and 

class basis. It is predominantly middle-class and 
reflects prejudices against working class organisation. This layer 
wants #FMF to continue with its current lack of organisation and 
co-ordination long after the majority of students successfully 
broke from the clutches of the political collaborators in the PYA. 
To finish them off and win free education we need an organised 
mass student movement. To build such a movement and co-
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ordinate effective programmes of rolling mass action, we need 
alternative centres of co-ordination at regional and national level 
to unify #FMF activists across all institutions of higher learning, 
which must include developing a movement of TVET college 
students. 
Whereas the concerns about the ‘authoritarianism’ of official 
structures are legitimate in the light of the political experience 
of the student movement in the post-apartheid era, to argue 
that any form of organisation inevitably leads to ‘bureaucratic 
authoritarianism’ and ‘unaccountable leadership’ would be sweet 
if it was only a childish naiveté.
Unfortunately, the prejudices of some middle class students 
against any form of #FMF organisation reflects their deep-seated 
class prejudices against the political organisation of the mass of 
poor working class students and resentment at the democratic 
traditions of revolutionary student movements. The binding 
political discipline and organisational subordination of leadership 
to the mass of poor working class students by democratic majority 
rule would immediately see the self-proclaimed ‘leaders’ of 
‘Fallism’ losing any and all influence. But in the absence of a 
mass democratic organisation, #FMF has been dominated by a 
self-appointed and unaccountable ‘leadership’ at each campus and 
social media celebrities who, owing to their privileged education, 
networks, and superior resources, enjoy disproportional influence 
in social media and personal access to public media.
For the working class youth, organisation is the only way to 
mobilise, co-ordinate and actively participate in struggle. It is only 
by building mass organisations that working class youths are able 
to voice their interests and assert their collective power. Above all, 
it is only through organisation that they are able to openly debate 
and test the various ideas, programmes and leaders that can take 
their struggles forward. 

Disunity & identity politics
In the same vein, these layers have played a divisive role with 
their crude anti-white identity politics. They have effectively 
excluded significant numbers of the student population from the 
#FMF movement, and in so doing, undermined the unity shown 
at the start of the movement. In a situation where these ideas are 

dominant, especially in the formerly white-only institutions, where 
white students are still a significant part of the student population, 
if no longer a majority, they have led to a complete paralysis and 
isolation of #FMF activists from the majority of the students, 
including the black students in whose name they often speak.
The majority of students are repulsed by these divisive politics 
and alienated by the tactics flowing from them. These include the 
preposterous attempts to impose boycotts of classes on the same 
students that have been chased away from #FMF meetings. For 
these wrong ideas, and the alienation of the student majority they 
bring, it is ultimately working class students who pay the price 
as financial and academic exclusions continue and victimisation 
arising from state repression on poorly organised and ill-disciplined 
protests is left unanswered.
Now more than ever before there is a burning necessity for a 
united student front of all grassroots #FMF structures and activists 
to cut across all the racial and political party barriers to build a 
broad working class front for free education involving college 
and school students, organised labour and communities. As a first 
step #FMF should convene an inclusive National Conference for 
Free Education to work-out a programme that can broaden the 
base of political support beyond university students and unify the 
entire movement around common plan of action including campus 
shutdowns, class boycotts, mass demonstrations, occupations and 
national days of actions. 
The defeats of 2016 and the current paralysis clearly reveals the 
limits of student power and sharply points to the need to bring to 
bear the organised power of the working class. It was not for lack 
of heroic determination and self-sacrifice that the movement has 
not been able to win its main demand of free education but the fact 
that the government can afford to ‘ignore’ students whereas the 
same cannot be said about the workers, whose power derives from 
their ability to bring the country to a standstill.
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Mass assemblies of students and workers were a feature of the 2015 movement that was lost in the course of 2016.
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The midnight cabinet reshuffle of 31 March represents 
an important turning point in the ANC’s factional civil 
war – the point at which Zuma’s pursuit of his personal 
interests have taken precedence over the fate of the 
ANC, hastening its demise. The scale, brutality and 
manner of execution of the 31 March 2017 cabinet 
purge was calculated to send a message that Zuma 
and his faction are still – despite numerous setbacks 
especially at the hands of the judiciary – fully in control 
of the ANC and of the country.

The social and economic impact of the reshuffle
The effect of the reshuffle has been to take the ANC’s internal 
conflict out of the party onto the streets sparking unprecedented 
protests. The 100,000+ countrywide and in Tshwane respectively 
on the 7 and 12 April 2017 were the biggest explicitly anti-
government protests since those against apartheid in the early 
1990s.

The middle class who predominated in the protests are driven 
by fears that the credit downgrade will drive them into the same 
destitution that blights the lives of the working class majority – of 
mass unemployment, poverty and inequality.

In a cynical attempt to present their plans to make looting official 
state policy as in the interests of the masses, the Zuma faction has 
dressed themselves up in the pink ideological costumes of “radical 
economic transformation” stolen from the EFF’s wardrobe of 
revolutionary pretensions. The falsehood underpinning this 
position is that it implies that Pravin, like all his predecessors 
as finance minister, implemented anything other than the neo-
liberal capitalist policies the ANC leadership, under the Mandela 
presidency, adopted in 1996 and imposed on the ANC and the 
country without debate.

Yet new Finance Minister Malusi Gigaba made it his first priority 
to assure rating agencies and US international investors there 
will be no departure from Pravin’s fiscal consolidation strategy. 
Malusi has even made it a point of publicly distancing the Finance 
Ministry from his new economic policy advisor, Professor Chris 
Malikane’s proposals to nationalise the mines, Reserve Bank, 
commercial banks, insurance companies and mines.

With only the debt held in foreign currency downgraded, there 
is worse to come. As economist Nazreema Moola points out, 
“If both S&P and Moody’s … move the local currency rating to 
sub-investment grade in the next 6-9 months, that would then 
result in forced selling of South African bonds of about R120-
billion. In short, that would have catastrophic consequences.” 
(Daily Maverick 13/04/17) Gigaba has in effect assured the rating 
agencies that he is committed to even deeper social spending cuts 
than the savage ones Pravin implemented.

Political Costs for the ANC
The cabinet reshuffle will not only impact economically and 
socially but it has also been carried out at enormous political cost. 
The ANC’s credibility has been dealt a debilitating blow. The 
factional fractures have become unbridgeable chasms. Zuma has 
ruthlessly exploited the ideological bankruptcy and spinelessness 
of the SACP, driven a further wedge into the divisions in the 
Cosatu leadership and left the Tripartite Alliance on life support. 
The chances of a split before the 2019 general elections have 
increased, moving an electoral defeat for the ANC from the realm 
of possibility to probability.  

Therefore despite appearances to the contrary, the cabinet reshuffle 
has further undermined Zuma’s position. 

In the meantime, the euphoria sweeping through the Zuma camp 
will become intoxicating should the opposition parties’ motion 
of no confidence fail, as is likely, regardless of whether there is 
a secret ballot. Constitutionally, a successful motion triggers the 
fall of the entire cabinet along with the president. Far too much is 
at stake for ANC MPs, ministers, deputies, and senior officials, a 
very significant number of whom owe their political and financial 
fortunes to Zuma through his patronage network.  ANC MPs, 
moreover, would have to face the accusation that they betrayed 
their party, and colluded with the hated DA opposition to oust a 
democratically elected president.

With the divisions so deep, and the atmosphere of fear and loathing 
so toxic, the ANC’s internal anti-Zuma opposition, whose most 
pronounced characteristic is its cowardice and disorganisation, 
would be too intimidated by threats of dismissal to take the risk of 
voting with the opposition and expose themselves to losing their 
positions at the hands of a vengeful Zuma should he survive.

The Constitutional Court would be very wary of ordering a secret 
ballot as it would be vulnerable to the accusation that the judiciary 
is a leading player in the ludicrous conspiracy theory that it is an 
agent of foreign governments with an agenda to effect “regime 
change” in SA. It is therefore likely to cite the doctrine of the 
separation of powers and refrain from making such an order.

Weizmann Hamilton Executive Committee

Political and economic crisis

ANC succession struggle 
brings party closer to the brink

7 April march to Union Buildings
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Zuma faction in the ascendancy… for now

The recall motion at the last National Executive Committee 
marked the first breach of Zuma’s defences within the ANC’s 
highest decision making body in between conferences - a structure 
previously firmly under his control. The NEC itself took place 
against the background of the first open parliamentary rebellion by 
ANC MPs against Zuma’s stooges during the Ad Hoc Committee 
inquiry into the SABC.

After the NEC Zuma moved swiftly to fortify his factional 
position by ensuring an extended National Working Committee 
– a body subordinate to the NEC – was convened (irregularly 
according to former Zuma supporter Mathole Motshekga) and 
opened to selected provincial chairs and secretaries after the 
Pravin reshuffle. Three of the top six who had spoken out against 
the reshuffle, secretary general Gwede Mantashe, deputy president 
Cyril Ramaphosa and treasurer Zweli Mkhize were forced into a 
humiliating climb down and apologies for “washing the ANC’s 
dirty linen in public”.

By retaining senior SACP members in cabinet, Zuma has exposed 
its spinelessness by calling its bluff over the threat of resignations 
should Gordhan be removed. With his factional opponents in 
such disarray, Zuma has reason to be confident of his chances of 
surviving another attempt to recall him at the next NEC.

….but overall position weakened
Despite this Zuma’s overall position has been weakened. It 
cannot be ruled out that another attempt at a recall at the NEC 
could succeed. Even if it failed, the very attempt would show his 
position remains vulnerable.

Zuma has been further weakened by a number of blows by the 
judiciary as his cronies have been forced out of their positions one 
after the other – the SABC Board and COO Hlaudi Motsoeneng; 
former Eskom CEO Brian Molefe following former public 
protector Thuli Madonsela’s state capture report, the NPA’s 
Mrwebi and Jiba, and now former Hawks head Berning Ntlemeza. 
Zuma may also now be charged with perjury in the termination of 
former NPA head Mxolisi Nxasana’s contract.

The Premier League’s power has been undermined by a combination 
of their competing political ambitions, its corrupt nexus with the 
Guptas, and the increasing desperation of a lame-duck president 
producing disagreements over Nkosazana’s candidacy. As his 
second term as both ANC and the country’s president approaches, 
his allies in the leadership structures are preparing for a future 
without him.

The Gauteng province is in virtual open revolt against the Zuma 
faction. Zuma’s KZN base is split down the middle with over 40% 
challenging the last provincial elections in court. The Eastern Cape 
is deeply divided and the Western Cape ANC provincial executive 

committee has called for an urgent special NEC to discuss Zuma’s 
position.

The Umkhonto we Sizwe Military Veterans Association (MKVA) 
and the MK Military Council are in public conflict with the 
latter questioning the credentials of the former. The formation of 
Save SA and the 101 Stalwarts of ANC veterans have served to 
underline Zuma’s growing isolation.

What should be of far greater concern for Zuma is that the divisions 
he has sown in the ANC have undermined his presidential 
succession strategy – the central aim of which is to ensure he does 
not face jail for corruption.

Zuma succession strategy
Zuma’s succession strategy entails Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma 
replacing him as ANC president and giving him amnesty as the 
country’s president. But Zuma’s factionalism has inflicted such 
damage on the ANC Women’s League that it has lost all credibility 
within the ANC itself. Both Speaker of Parliament, Baleka Mbete, 
and Human Settlements Minister, Lindiwe Sisulu, have refused 
to rule themselves out of the succession contest. This could split 
the ‘women’s vote’ dealing a potentially fatal blow to Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma’s prospects.

Worse, it could clear the way for Zuma’s nemesis, Ramaphosa to 
succeed him at the ANC’s December 2017 elective conference. In 
the circumstances, Zuma’s worst nightmare, that Ramaphosa will 
throw him to the wolves of the justice system, may become reality.

As the ANC’s electoral stocks decline with each successive 
scandal, and the fear of losing its parliamentary majority in 2019 
mounting, Dlamini-Zuma’s supporters could demand that Zuma 
step down not only as the ANC president but of the country if the 
ANC is to stand any chance of winning the 2019 elections.

A mass socialist workers party needed
The working class will have no alternative but to fight back against 
the coming offensive. As Trotsky pointed out, the bending of the 
tops of the tree are the signs of coming storms – that is what the 
movement of the middle class signifies.

It is clear from the EFF’s tactical positioning, especially since the 
local government elections, that it is preparing to enter into a pro-
capitalist coalition with the DA, a section of the ANC and other 
parties post 2019.

There is no solution within the framework of capitalism. We call 
upon Saftu, Numsa, all workers, youth and communities to join 
forces in calling an Assembly for Working Class Unity to work out 
a road map towards forming a mass socialist workers party.

Wasp activists put working class demands forward on 7 April march to Union Buildings



The year 2017 marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Russian 
revolution. The 1917 revolution 
stands out as the greatest event 
in history – so far – though its 
significance has undoubtedly 
been tarnished and obscured by 
the grotesque degeneration of the 
Soviet Union.

1917 was an elemental mass movement 
against a viciously exploitative ruling class. 
The oppressed workers, poor peasants, 
soldiers and other exploited layers, who 
suffered intensified exploitation during 
the imperialist world war, rose up and 
overthrew the rotten tsarist monarchy and 
the ruling class of capitalists and landlords. 
For the first time in history, a revolution 
– under the leadership of a revolutionary 
party, the Bolsheviks – established a 
government based on the working class 
and other exploited layers, and sustained 
this regime against military intervention 
and an economic siege. The soviet form 
of government was based on the mass, 
democratic participation of the masses.

The masses enter history’s stage
This ‘festival of the oppressed’ involved 
an outpouring of discussion and debate in 
which the masses expressed their grievances 
and aspirations. This movement struck 
fear into the bourgeoisie internationally, 
who immediately organised armies of 
intervention to support the ‘Whites’, the 
bourgeois/feudal counter-revolutionaries.

The revolution was triggered by a mass 
demonstration of women workers, and the 
revolution saw the mass involvement of 

working-class 
w o m e n 
activists.

The soviet government established many 
rights for women, long in advance of many 
west European parliamentary regimes. 
Unavoidably, there were difficulties in 
giving substance to these reforms, given 
the extreme economic conditions that 
prevailed in the early years of the soviet 
government.

The soviet government, swept into power 
by the revolution, faced immense problems. 
The working class was a minority in an 
overwhelmingly rural society, numerically 
dominated by the peasantry. Russia was 
an economically and culturally backward 
country, devastated by the First World War. 
Moreover, the revolution was isolated by 
the defeat of revolutionary movements 
in more developed countries, such as 
Germany, which had a much stronger 
working class. Lenin and Trotsky, the 
foremost leaders of the revolution, had 
no illusions – the Russian revolution 
could only be carried through on socialist 
lines in collaboration with international 
revolutionary developments.

Given the isolation of the revolution 
in a backward country, the process of 
bureaucratic degeneration began early on – 
with Stalin at its head. Lenin fought it until 
his death in January 1924. And Trotsky 
resisted bureaucratisation and fought for 
the restoration of workers’ democracy 
from 1923 to his murder by one of Stalin’s 
agents in August 1940.

Bourgeois historians may deplore Stalin 
and the reactionary bureaucracy on 
which he based himself, and denounce 
the grotesque totalitarian regime he 
constructed. But they are never prepared to 
support the ideas or the record of Trotsky. 
Through the International Left Opposition, 
Trotsky consistently fought against the 
degeneration of the revolution.

Yet the example of the Russian revolution 
and its achievements in its healthy period 
will never be obliterated. Economic 
planning, despite the bureaucratic 
distortions of Stalinism, raised Russia from 
a backward, semi-developing economy, to 
a powerful modern state in 50 or 60 years, 
though at tremendous human cost. In a 
later period, in the years immediately prior 
to the collapse of Stalinism after 1989, 
the planned economy in its undemocratic, 
Stalinist form proved that it had exhausted 
its potential for growth.

Defending the legacy in a new era
Socialists, Marxists and militant workers 
around the world will be celebrating the 

example and the achievements of the 
Russian revolution. At the same time, 
during 2017, the bourgeois propaganda 
machine, involving the press, TV, 
academic books, exhibitions, etc, will be 
cranked up to denigrate the idea of social 
transformation in general and the 1917 
Russian revolution in particular.

The propaganda excesses of 2017 will 
no doubt exceed the excesses of 1989, 
when the fall of the Berlin wall signalled 
a generalised process of the collapse of 
Stalinism. The bourgeoisie internationally 
launched a ‘kulturkampf’, an ideological 
war to discredit the idea of socialism and 
a planned economy. They promoted the 
idea of the ‘end of history’, meaning that 
the ultimate achievement of civilisation 
is parliamentary democracy and the free-
market economy.

In that period, the capitalists internationally 
appeared to be highly successful, in stark 
contrast to the chaos and collapse of the 
Soviet Union and east European regimes. 
Capitalist governments no longer felt 
under pressure to maintain a ‘welfare state’ 
to counter any advance by the Stalinist 
bloc. Finance capital was given a free hand 
and was awash with profits. Globalisation 
accelerated, and the new combination of 
neoliberal conditions allowed governments 
to launch an assault on workers’ rights and 
living standards.

Up to 2007, international capital appeared 
to be highly successful. But today the 
picture is very different. Capitalism 
faces worldwide economic crisis, social 
instability and political convulsions. There 
is a crisis in ‘legitimacy’, where huge 
sections of the population reject capitalist 
conditions, even though they do not at this 
stage see an alternative. This is reflected 
in the election of Trump in the US, among 
other things, an anti-establishment protest 
vote (see page 14).

But the bourgeoisie will not look upon the 
Russian revolution any more favourably 
as a result of their own predicament. On 
the contrary, their propaganda against 
1917 will be intensified, with a horrendous 
barrage of exaggerations, distortion, and 
outright lies. Yet, despite a new war of 
ideas against Marxism and revolution, the 
present revival of interest in Marxism will 
continue and be intensified.

This is an edited version of an article that 
first appeared in the Dec/Jan 2016/17 
edition of Socialism Today, monthly 
journal of the Socialist Party of England 
& Wales (CWI England & Wales).
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Lenin & Trotsky, leaders of the revolution
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During the first three months of the 
year a new ‘wave’ of xenophobic 
violence threatened to engulf the 
country. For several weeks there 
was near panic amongst foreign 
residents. The counter-campaign 
led by WASP founded the Coalition 
of Civics Against Xenophobia in 
Pretoria which culminated in a 
march to Union Buildings. Dozens 
of immigrant groups marched 
alongside South African community 
organisations under the slogan 
“Unite against poverty, crime 
and xenophobia”. Whilst small, 
the march created an important 
reference point for the response of 
the workers’ movement to future 
threats of xenophobic violence.

Background
From the end of January, the Mamelodi 
Concerned Residents (MCR) group, from 
the huge township to the east of Pretoria 
distributed leaflets across the city blaming 
“foreigners” for unemployment, crime and 
drugs and calling on residents to march 
against “illegal immigrants”. This followed 
xenophobic statements by the new mayor 
of Johannesburg, Herman Mashaba. That 
Mashaba could make these comments with 
zero consequences within his party is a 
symptom of the effect that Donald Trump’s 
election to the US presidency has had in 
legitimizing anti-immigrant views and 
emboldening reactionary forces across the 
world (see page 14).

The capitalist politicians and parties find 
xenophobia and other reactionary ideas a 
useful diversion from the failures of their 
rotten profit system and their complete 
inability to put forward any sort of 
programme capable of overcoming it. They 
would rather incite a bloodbath by turning 
the working class against each other rather 
than face the possibility of united struggle.

Xenophobia is able to have some influence 
over some sections of the working class, 
and especially the unorganized poor and 
unemployed because of the grinding 
poverty that the crisis of capitalism 
means for the majority. In such desperate 
circumstances, and in the absence of mass 
organisations to lead disciplined struggle 
people will look for any way to push 
their way to the head of the queue to eat. 
Much of the looting that accompanies 
outbursts of xenophobia is not perpetrated 

by xenophobic ideologues, but by the most 
marginalised and ground-down groups 
in communities – the unemployed youth, 
drug addicts etc. – who use the political 
cover given by the likes of Mashaba and 
the MCR to fill their empty bellies.

Coalition Against Xenophobia
The MCR’s march was granted permission 
without any questions raised by the DA 
controlled Tshwane municipality and 
went ahead on 24 February. The ANC 
controlled Department of Home Affairs 
agreed to meet the leaders of the march 
and to respond to their memorandum. 
Reports from WASP members living in 
Pretoria indicate that even EFF activists 
were involved in mobilizing for this march. 
With no programme for struggle to break 
with capitalism and address the underlying 
social problems that can fuel support for 
xenophobia all of the mainstream parties 
capitulated.

In this vacuum WASP was able to take an 
initiative. Hundreds of worker activists 
in the #OutsourcingMustFall campaign 
distributed leaflets countering the MCR’s 
lies and calling for organisation and 
struggle to deal with the very real issues of 
poverty, crime and unemployment. On 17 
February we organised a public meeting, 
followed quickly by a second on 19 
February appealing to foreign resident and 
immigrant groups. This meeting agreed to 
found an Anti-Xenophobia Coalition.

On 22 February, two days before the 
planned MCR march, the Coalition went 
ahead with a press conference. Over the 
next two days WASP leaders dominated 
the TV, radio and newspapers on the 
issue. In a major victory for the campaign, 
Mashaba was forced to ‘clarify’ his 
xenophobic statements as having been 

misinterpreted. The Somali community in 
particular responded to the call to organise 
community self-defence. On the night of 
the MCR march WASP leaders attended a 
community meeting in Pretoria West and 
played a direct role in organising patrols to 
defend foreign residents and businesses

Marching forward
In the end, the MCR march failed to attract 
more than a few hundred. The organisers 
complimented WASP by blaming us for 
their failure! The Coalition decided to go 
ahead with its own march that would put 
the issues of crime and poverty at its heart. 
By now the Coalition had been joined by an 
organisation of hawkers and small traders 
from Mamelodi itself. This was crucial for 
showing the real views of the residents of 
Mamelodi – these traders marched under 
slogans including “the mall is taking our 
jobs not our African brothers”.

Unlike the authorities’ tacit support for 
the MCR march, the Coalition’s march 
was obstructed at every turn. In the end 
it went ahead as an ‘illegal gathering’ 
and the Office of the President refused to 
even receive our memorandum. This was 
a very important learning curve for the 
Coalition – the government had not been 
silent because they were unaware of the 
growing xenophobia; on the contrary they 
supported it.

Whilst the immediate threat of widespread 
xenophobic violence appears to have 
receded, the task of organising communities 
– uniting foreign residents and local – is 
just beginning. With the successes of the 
campaign under the Coalition’s belt, the 
strategic task of forming a country-wide 
socialist civic federation can take steps 
forward.

Tshwane WASP

Campaigning Against Xenophobia
Unity against poverty, crime & xenophobia

Coalition of Civics Against Xenophobia marches to Union Buildings, 9 March 2017



The billionaire businessman Donald 
Trump has entered the White House. 
Comments expressing the worst 
prejudices of capitalist society 
are never far from his lips. He is a 
racist, sexist, homophobic and 
xenophobic reactionary. In a world 
already full of war, economic crisis, 
poverty and mass unemployment, 
years of even greater instability 
now lie ahead.

But Trump’s presidency is also guaranteed 
to produce mass movements. The Women’s 
Marches on the day he was sworn into 
office saw over three million take to the 
streets of cities across the United States. 
Hundreds of thousands more marched in 
solidarity across the world.

His attempt to ban travel to the US from 
seven majority-Muslim countries saw 
thousands rushing to the airport in New 
York to protest against the detention of 
refugees that resulted. Taxi drivers refused 
to collect passengers at the airport in 
solidarity. Trump’s plans to build a wall 
across the Mexican border, to deport 
millions of Latin Americans, to attack 
the rights of gay and lesbian couples and 
the reproductive rights of women, and to 
scrap laws protecting the environment will 
meet huge resistance. The emboldening of 
white supremacist forces, encouraged by 
Trump’s racism, will lead to a new growth 
of the Black Lives Matter movement.

In reality, Trump has a very weak base of 
support. He lost the popular vote. It was 
only the undemocratic voting system that 
allowed him to ‘win’. Millions of working 
class Americans did not even vote.

US imperialism weakened
Trump’s election has sent shockwaves 
through the US ruling class. They fear the 
social upheaval that he will provoke and 
worry that it will develop into a challenge 
to the capitalist system itself. On the global 
stage Trump threatens to speed-up the 
collapse of the world order the US ruling 
class has carefully built over decades.

Already, Trump has raised tensions 
with China, emboldened the reactionary 
Israeli regime to push ahead with its 
colonial dispossession of the Palestinians, 
and placed a question mark over US 
imperialism’s commitment to the European 
ruling classes against their rivals. Trump’s 
use of Twitter (limited to 140 letters!) for 
foreign policy soundbites must have the 
ruling class terrified!

Thousands of mini-Trumps will be 
encouraged to take off their masks. Only 
one month after Trump was elected, the 
new DA mayor of Johannesbug, Herman 
Mashaba, launched an attack against 
“illegal immigrants”, describing them as 
“criminals” and demanding they leave the 
city.

Racist
Regardless of the rhetoric Trump is fully 
committed to capitalism. He has filled 
his cabinet with other billionaires and is 
committed to tax cuts for the rich. On the 
basis of capitalism Trump will not be able 
to satisfy the expectations of those who 
voted for him.

Trump built his fortune standing on the 
back of his father’s wealth and connections 
to the political establishment of New York. 
From the start Trump’s capitalist empire 
was built on racism. In the early 1970s 
Trump was taken to court by the New 
York government for racial discrimination. 
Undercover investigators discovered that 
black people trying to rent apartments 
owned by Trump were being told that 
“none were available”. But when they 
sent white people they were immediately 
offered apartments!

A former executive at a casino owned 
by Trump tells how Trump was outraged 
at the idea of “black guys counting my 

money!” after discovering the casino had 
hired a black accountant, saying “I think 
that guy is lazy. And it’s probably not his 
fault because laziness is a trait in blacks. 
It really is; I believe that. It’s not anything 
they can control.”

US society moves left
Trump joined the race for the White House 
almost as a ‘joke’ candidate. But a huge 
backlash against the political establishment 
allowed him to push aside his rivals in 
the big business controlled Republican 
Party. He presented himself as a political 
‘outsider’ who would stand up for the 
forgotten working class. He promised to 
bring jobs back to America and “make 
America great again”. Many working class 
people would have understood this to mean 
a promise of full employment and higher 
wages.

In a distorted way the election of Trump 
shows the growing rejection of the 
capitalist status quo in the US. This was 
also reflected on the left in the enormous 
support of millions of Americans for the 
unsuccessful campaign of self-proclaimed 
socialist Bernie Sanders. But unfortunately 
Sanders was not prepared to run as an 
independent candidate when the big 
business controlled Democratic Party 
blocked his candidacy. This made it far 
more likely that Trump would win.

Out of the mass movements that will 
develop against Trump the task of building 
a socialist mass workers party, to offer a 
genuine alternative to the right-populism 
of Trump and the big business parties of 
the establishment, must be pushed to the 
top of the agenda.
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Resist Trump!
Years of worldwide instability & crisis ahead

Shaun Arendse
Executive Committee

WASP is the South 
African affiliate of the 

Committee for a Workers 
International which has more 

than 40 sections worldwide. The 
CWI website is updated daily with 
news and Marxist analysis of the 
latest struggles across the world.

www.socialistworld.netWASP activists protest at US Consulate in 
Sandton on Trump’s inauguration day



Build the struggle – build WASP’s finances
WASP has no big business backers. We are a party funded by the cents and Rands of our members and 

supporters. We ask readers of Izwi to donate and support our work.

Account name: Workers and Socialist Party Bank: ABSA Acc no: 4081935745 Branch code: 632005

WASP members should use this account to pay in their monthly subscriptions.
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MARXIST WORKERS TENDENCY

National Committee launched

Building Forces of Marxism Internationally

Activists from Eastern Cape, 
Gauteng, Free State, Limpopo, North 
West and Western Cape met over two 
days to discuss political perspectives, 
including the rebuilding of the trade 
union movement, the struggle for 
free education and the campaign for a 
socialist mass workers party.

The way forward in our important 
campaigning work amongst the 
students via the Socialist Youth 
Movement and amongst the working 
class in the #OutsourcingMustFall 
campaign featured highly.

The NC is a vital step in the 
development of WASP’s leadership 
structures, especially on the question 
of building the party. The meeting 
adopted ambitious recruitment and 
financial targets to work towards 
placing WASP in a position to play 
a central role in the intensifying 
class struggle. Resolutions were also 
adopted on the development of our 
website, publications and social media

The NC will help prepare the party for 
a Congress in 2018.

The Committee for a Workers 
International (CWI) has been 
in discussions with Izquierda 
Revolucionaria (IR) since 2016. On the 
basis of political agreement the CWI 
and IR are going through a process of 
unification. This will be an important 
step forward for the worldwide forces 
of revolutionary Marxism. 

IR has forces in Spain, Venezuela and 
Mexico. In Spain in particular, IR has 
a strong trade union and youth base, 
including a leading role in the national 
school student union, which recently 
led strikes of hundreds of thousands 
forcing the government to retreat on 
counter-reforms.

We have republished four key documents from our history as the Marxist 
Workers Tendency in the 1970s and 1980s to help arm the new generation in 
particular who have grown up since 1994. Studying and understanding the 
development of our perspectives and tactics over the past 35 years is vital work 
to absorb the genuine method of Marxism which remains our most vital tool 
in the struggle to build a mass revolutionary party to lead the struggle for a 
socialist society.

Available on the WASP website are (1) South Africa’s Impending Socialist 
Revolution (1982), (2) Lessons of the 1950s (1984), (3) The legacy of Leon 
Trotsky (1990), and (4) Zimbabwe Perspectives (1986). Printed versions are 
available – please contact us.

Weizmann Hamilton introduces political 
perspectives on behalf of the Executive Committee

April 2017 Congress of Izquierda Revolucionaria
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