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The overwhelmingly successful 25 
April general strike marked, arguably, 
an historic milestone in the general 
ascendance of class struggle since the 
2012 insurrectionary mineworkers strike 
and the bloody massacre of the immortal 
martyrs of Marikana.
It represented a massive rejection of the 
new minimum wage’s institutionalised 
poverty and draconian amendments to the 
labour laws. More than this, it was a mass 
ventilation of a deep class anger stemming 
from the betrayals of the negotiated 
settlement and its capitalist post-apartheid 
dispensation.
The amendments to the acts – the Basic 
Conditions of Employment, Labour 
Relations, and National Minimum Wage 
(NMW) – are the worst attacks against 
the working class since 1994. They aim to 
emasculate the working class’s industrial 
and political power. Whilst the NMW 
is a concession to the mineworkers and 
the courageous #OutsourcingMustFall 
activists, it is intended to obstruct their 
demands for R12,500 and R10,000, 
respectively.  
They further aim to weaken workers’ main 
weapons, the right to strike and picket. 
This ruthless anti-democratic onslaught 
by Ramaphosa’s pro-big business 
administration flows from the logic of the 
objective situation – the now-decade long 
stagnation of capitalism. From a class 
standpoint, their strategic objectives are 
to impose the savage austerity required 
to rebalance the stagnant economy and 
to cripple the working class’ capacity to 
resist. Under pressure from the capitalist 
class and their market police – the 
credit rating agencies clamouring for 
these changes in the labour laws – the 
ANC government wants to roll back all 
workers’ defences against returning to 
pure colonial slavery.

The significance of 25 April
Despite co-ordinated fear mongering 
by police, the shameful media blackout, 
lies and distortions, and the three main 

trade union federations’ (COSATU, 

FEDUSA and NACTU) criminal strike 
breaking, the workers defiantly turned out 
in huge numbers. The leaderships of these 
federations’ shameful role reached new 
lows. Exposing the treachery inherent 
in class collaboration, they wrote the 
employers letters condemning the strike 
and encouraging the victimisation of 
striking workers.

The centres of all the major cities, 
Joburg, Cape Town, Durban, Polokwane, 
Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth came to 
a virtual standstill. This was despite the 
fact that, in solidarity with the transport 
workers strike, not a single bus was used 
to transport workers.  
The success of the strike, however, is not a 
question of arithmetic alone. It is political. 
Its economic impact was exceeded by its 
impact on the working class’s political 
outlook and confidence. Recognising this 
as class war, it raised workers’ confidence 
in the power of their unity. It injected the 
SAFTU leadership with a renewed sense 
of purpose. 
25 April represented both SAFTU’s 
entrance as the new force on the trade 
union terrain. It also affirmed it as a 
critical factor for the working class as a 
whole, after years of complete leadership 
paralysis. It was the working class’s 
thunderous reply to the ruling class’s 
agenda to make the working class pay for 
their crisis. This represents an important 
shift in the balance of class forces. From 
it will flow a corresponding alteration of 
political relations.

Way forward
SAFTU must build on this momentum 
not only to take specific workplace 
campaigns forward, but to build broad 
campaigns linking struggles for land and 
housing, service delivery, health, jobs and 
education – a fighting plan with clear time 
lines. 
Our concrete proposal is for a programme 
of action demanding 5 million jobs, 5 
million student places and 5 million 
houses in 5 years. Such a programme 
combined with demands for scrapping the 
fuel levy, electricity tariff increases, sugar 
tax, VAT and interest rate increases and 
for a basic income grant for those between 
the ages of 18 and 60 can also attract the 
support of the middle class.
To find an echo with workers and the poor 
and maximise unity, the platform must 
have clear time lines and include demands 
for free admission to tertiary education; 
address the student accommodation 
crisis; a mass housing programme linked 
to demands for a living minimum wage 
and decent work; land and environmental 
justice; an end to violence against women, 
children and the elderly.
These demands must be underpinned by a 
campaign for nationalisations of the five 
key sectors of the economy – the mining, 
finance, manufacturing, construction, 
food and agricultural monopolies. This 
approach will have the greatest potential 
to galvanise struggles currently isolated, 
into a mass national campaign uniting 
workers with communities, students and 
the society’s middle layers. This can lay 
the basis for the emergence of a mass 
workers party on  socialist programme 
(see Page 11).
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Average CEO pay
R24,000,000

per year

New minimum wage
R3,500 per month

For a family of 5...

Cost of minimum 
nutritional food basket
R3,237.08 per month

That leaves...
R262.92 per month
for everything else!

Electricity & water costs
R573.70 per month

Transport costs
R720 per month

Clothing costs
R416.65 per month

And more…

The minimum wage 
leaves a family of 5 

R -3,209.59 per month
short for the basic 
necessaries of life.

Data from Pacsa (2017).

Them...

...and UsTo donate to Izwi and support its regular production, or to pay in 
money for sales, please use:

Bank: FNB Acc no: 62027185489 Type: Business Branch code: 250805

A 24 year campaign for 
reinstatement of municipal workers 
dismissed for exposing corruption 
has finally ended in victory. Izwi 
spoke to Stena Molepo, convenor 
of the Midrand Workers.

1)  When, why and how many Mid-
Rand workers were dismissed?
Close to 600 workers were dismissed for 
exposing corruption in the now-defunct 
Midrand town council in July 1994.

2) What was the role of the union in 
the struggle against dismissal and 
for reinstatement?
We were members of the ‘sweetheart’ 
union SAMWU and we can safely say 
besides playing a role in our dismissals, 
SAMWU also divided the workforce.

3) What was the role of Cosatu 
and the SACP in the reinstatement 
struggle?
We tried our best to raise our matter with 
leaders of both the SACP and Cosatu but 
to no avail except what they are best at – 
lip service.

4) Who offered the workers solidarity 
support in the struggle?
It was after more than 15 years that we 
received solidarity support from the civil 
society organisation like Corruption 
Watch, Section 27 and R2K. We also had 
Friends of the Midrand workers outside 
the borders of SA.

5) How did the workers sustain 
the struggle? How were they 
organised? 
We started funding our own struggle years 
before we started feeling the difficulty 
of being unemployed. We were self-
sufficient.

6) When and why did the workers 
join Demawusa?
Our union, SAMWU, did absolutely 
nothing to fight for us against what we 
called our DES – Dismissals, Expulsions 
and Suspensions. We marched, petitioned 
Cosatu, wrote to SACP general secretary, 

Blade Nzimande, and even the ANC 
president. The entire Tripartite Alliance 
abandoned us.

Over time there was a rank-and-file 
rebellion against the corrupt SAMWU 
leadership. We joined with many 
workers to demand a forensic audit of 
SAMWU’s finances. Eventually this led 
to the formation of the Save Our Samwu 
campaign out of which our new union 
Demawusa was formed in 2015.   

We were with them when we embarked on 
a Save Our SAMWU campaign that led to 
some of us forming a certain yellow union. 
We remained with those who soughta 
mandate from members and fortunately 
we founded the Democratic Municipal and 
Allied Workers Union in 2015.

7) How many workers remain since 
the dismissal?
We are mandated by 280 members even 
though only 50 were the pillars of this 
struggle.

8) What are the terms of the 
reinstatement agreement? Will all 
dismissed workers be reinstated?
We believe that come July 2018 all 
remaining Midrand workers will be 
absorbed into permanent funded jobs 
as agreed between SAFTU and the City 
of Johannesburg and also that forensic 
investigations will be conducted into 
workers’ pension funds.

9) What political conclusions drawn 
from the struggle?
After 23 years of our out struggle against 
the African Notorious Corruption [ANC] 
administration we feel is high time that 
engagements on a mass workers party 
become inevitable. The working class 
needs to contest the vacant political space 
that has been in existence since the dawn 
of democracy in this country.

10) Who are the workers working 
with political and why?
The Midrand workers hence are in the 
hands of the SAFTU and are currently 
working with WASP because we are of the 
firm believe that their principles are based 
on a socialist agenda.

The Midrand Workers
A hard won victory!



Gauteng: Fighting slavery 
The Expanded Public Works programme’s primary 
objective is to provide a safety net to poor, unemployed 
and under-employed people by providing them with 
regular and predictable work opportunities enabling 
them earn a monthly wage, presently R86 a day, for as 
long as they need it. Revised annually and guided by 
ministerial determination. This is the opening statement 
of the EPWP’s programme.

However this is the opposite of the reality of what is happening 
within the programme. The programme has so many projects 
under it, local and provincial government and various other state 
institutions i.e. police stations, community facilities etc. 
In all these facilities workers are labelled as “beneficiaries” and 
as such do not enjoy the worker benefits enshrined in the Labour 
Regulation Act (LRA), since these workers are said to be under the 
so-called “ministerial determination”.

We are constantly outsourced either to state-funded Non-
Government Organisations (NGO’s) and/or tender projects. We 
are not allowed to stay in the programme as long as we need as 
claimed by the opening statement. We are constantly signing short-
term contracts ranging from three, six and twelve month depending 
on the various projects of the programme. These contracts are 
made to keep us on our toes, always reminding us that we are not 
workers but rather a “beneficiary” of the programme and that the 
government is just doing you a favour because you are poor and 
illiterate.
Projects under this programme are riddled with problems 
ranging from contractual mishaps, non-remuneration, corruption, 
mismanagement, and failure to take by both politicians and 
officials to be accountable.
Every time, at the end of the contract, nobody knows us. We are 
moved from pillar to post looking for someone to address our 
issues. Ugly scenes ensue and even some skirmishes, Police are 
called in, workers are shot at and “photos attached”.  
We workers want to change this. Currently workers are organising 
themselves under the banner of the ##OutsourcingMustFall 
workers’ campaign. We are engaging with other EPWP workers 
across the country, to liberate ourselves from these modern day 
chains of slavery.
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Cape Town: Firefighters 
take a stand!

On 3 May, South African firefighters currently 
outsourced through the EPWP (Expanded Public 
Works Program) to Working on Fire (WOF), marched to 
parliament with a memorandum of demands under the 
GIWUSA banner. The next day, 4 May, fire fighters and 
GIWUSA representatives took part in a meeting with 
the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) and the 
Working on Fire management. 

Fire fighters are demanding an end to pay disparities in the 
program where executives are earning more than R1.5 million per 
year compared with firefighters earning a minimum of R23,000 
per year. They also demand improved working conditions and 
benefits such as medical aid to counter the risks firefighters face 
daily as part of their jobs. For more than a month the DEA and 
parliament have remained silent as WOF management embarked 
on a repressive regime of victimization and harassment of the 
firefighters, ranging from empty threats of impending disciplinary 
action to disciplinary hearings. 
The situation of the firefighters is not unique in the Exploitative 
Privatized Works Program. Despite the resolution that EPWPs are 
created to alleviate poverty through giving learning opportunities 

to primarily young workers from disadvantaged backgrounds, it is 
clear that their privatized nature only serves to increase the wealth 
gap in the country that already boasts the worst inequality in the 
world. 
The reality is that this is a wealth, not jobs, creation programme. 
WOF receives more than R700 million in public funds a year – more 
than enough to pay all firefighters a living wage. The executives 
and their running dogs in government make the conscious choice 
to exploit the workers who selflessly risk their lives to protect ours 
in order to line their own pockets. 
WASP is currently working towards an extensive 
#OutsourcingMustFall campaign with the central demand being 
that all EPWP workers be insourced by the relevant governmental 
departments.

Rose Lichtenstein Cape Town WASP

Executive Mukhwevo  Johannesburg WASP

EPWP: Exploitative Privatised 
Works Programmes

Working On Fire firefighters march to parliament

The Expand Public Works Programme is a so-called government ‘job creation’ scheme. It officially employs 
330,000 workers. But in reality it is a slave-labour scheme that enriched profiteering ‘middle men’ through the 
exploitation of workers and the looting of public funds. As if to prove this, EPWP workers will be excluded from 
the new national minimum wage. Instead of R20 per hour (itself a poverty wage!), the government expects 

EPWP workers to accept R11 per hour. But workers have had enough!



Is the NMW a victory for workers?
The national minimum wage will be R20/hour worked except for:

(a) farm workers who will receive a minimum wage of R18/hour 
(currently R16.25/hour)

(b) domestic workers who will receive R15 per hour (currently 
R11.89 – R15.28/hour)

(c) workers employed on an expanded public works programme 
(EPWP) who will receive a minimum wage of R11/hour (currently 
earning around R9.77/hour)

Approximately one third of workers will have a right to wage 
increases. These increases are indeed improvements for workers, 
despite wages still being far below the working poverty line of 
R4,750 per month. A community social action group (PACSA) 
calculated that in 2017 the cost of the minimum nutritional food 
basket for a family of 5 is R3237.08 and that they would require an 
additional R3471.81 to cover the costs of their essential household 
items. The R20/hour minimum wage (which at most equals 
R3900/month) is not close to meeting the minimum requirements 
of a typical household. 

While government says that they will eventually increase 
wages for all sectors to be in line with the NMW, this excludes 
EPWP workers who may remain paid at shockingly low levels 
indefinitely. Any positive impact of the NMW is further reduced 
by the Ramaphosa government’s VAT increase from 14 to 15% 
which reduces how much we can buy with our wages. What is 
also clear is that companies have not been complying with existing 
minimum wage laws. A study released in 2011 reported that 44% 
of workers covered by minimum wage laws were paid, on average 
35% below that minimum. In 2017, the Women on Farms Project 
did a survey of farm workers and found that 75% of seasonal 
workers in the sample were not paid the minimum wage. Laws 
have already been in place which bosses have ignored. Without 
an organized labour movement, even the smallest gains, become 
impossible to defend.  

Will NMW lead to job losses?
While capitalists threaten job losses as a result of wage increases, 
economists who support a NMW say that “moderate increases in 
minimum wages do not increase unemployment” and that because 
more people have higher income, more people will buy goods and 
services which mean more businesses will grow. But even the most 
optimistic outcome does not solve the crisis of unemployment and 
the inability of a capitalist system to provide a decent life for all 
people. When a small group of people decide how our country’s 
wealth should be used and distributed, we see that they hoard 
wealth, that is, keep it for themselves and refuse to reinvest when 
it does not serve their interests.

In 2017, a report showed that “South African companies are 
accumulating reserves and not investing in the economy… [and 
that cash] reserves in the JSE’s largest 50 companies had increased 
from R242bn to R1.4-trillion between 2005 and 2016.” This 
means that instead of employing more people, bosses merely held 
on to the wealth until they found opportunities to make profits. 
The fact is the only way to end unemployment once and for all, 
is for workers to decide for ourselves what work needs to be done 
and how society as a whole should benefit from our labour and the 
wealth we create. 

How do we win a living wage?
Leaders in government argue that capitalism is the only system 
that works but what does ‘working’ mean if, under this system, it 
is impossible for workers to earn a living wage while bosses earn 
extravagant salaries and hoard all the wealth? We shouldn’t be 
praising and thanking government for the scraps they’re willing to 
give us but asking ourselves why do we have to fight for scraps in 
the first place? In order to make the most profits and increase their 
wealth, bosses must keep wages as low as possible and our only 
option as workers is organize and unite the class to take control of 
the wealth. While the working class do not have their own party 
that can fight for our interests, bosses will use those in power and 
in their pockets, to make laws which do not challenge them and 
their control of the economy. We must unite under the banner of 
a mass workers party on a socialist platform which can win state 
power and make laws for all workers that a minimum wage must 
be a living wage.

 Q & A:
5workplace

ques t ion+answer Minimum Wage
The National Minimum Wage (NMW) Bill was passed by the National Assembly on 29 May 

2018, after which it will be voted on by the National Council of Provinces and signed into law 
by President Cyril Ramaphosa. Ramaphosa admits that the NMW is not a living wage but 

argues that it is still an unprecedented victory for workers.
Ferron Pedro, WASP Executive Committee, examines this claim.
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The ANC has admitted that they could lose their majority 
in next year’s national elections. A leaked internal 
report says the possibility that the ANC will only remain 
in power in a coalition with other parties is “high”. It 
does not rule-out being forced out of power and into 
opposition. The report complains that the number 
of “loyal” ANC supporters shrinks at every election. 
Pointing-out what WASP has highlighted before, and the 
2016 local elections confirmed, it says, “We [the ANC] 
face the possibility of losing majority support in most 
large cities and in much of the economic heartland of 
South Africa.”

The ANC have been in power for a generation. After 24 years this 
is the situation facing the poor and the working class: 9.5 million 
people (36.7% of working-age population) are unemployed; 3.3 
million under 24-year olds are not in employment, education or 
training; 30.4 million people live in poverty on R992 or less per 
month; the richest 1% of the population owns 71% of wealth 
and the poorest 60% only 7%. These statistics are a sanitised 
description for suffering, brutalised lives and the unfulfilled 
potential of millions.

‘Ramaphoria’
After Zuma’s forced resignation there was a big effort in the media 
to paint Ramaphosa as SA’s saviour. This was part of a conscious 
strategy by the ruling class. They wanted to reassure the imperialist 
countries that the corruption of the Zuma years would not threaten 
their investments through its damage to public finances. They also 
hoped to defuse some of the burning anger and frustration amongst 
poor, working class and even middle class people by channelling 
feelings of relief into the idea that “things will be better now”. But 
better for who?
The class character of Ramaphosa’s government is already beyond 
doubt – it is a bosses’ government through to its bone marrow. 
Ramaphosa’s first budget ensured that the poor and the working 
class will pay the main price for capitalism’s failures made 
worse by the disasters of the Zuma years. Government spending, 
including on school infrastructure, informal settlement upgrades 
and road development, will be cut by R85.7 billion over the next 
three years. But corporate tax on the profits of big business was 
left unchanged. Instead Value Added Tax (VAT – a ‘sales tax’ on 
every purchase made in SA) is being increased by 1%. This and 
other increases, such as on the fuel levy, will hit the pockets of the 
poor hardest.
But more revealing than anything else of the continuity in character 
of Ramaphosa’s government are the amendments to labour laws. 
Proposed under Zuma’s presidency and set to become law under 
Ramaphosa’s, these amendments will increase the powers of the 
capitalist state over trade unions and make it harder for workers to 
defend themselves by going on strike (see editorial). There is no 
greater proof of “whose side” Ramaphosa is on than his willingness 
to disarm workers and empower their class enemy – the bosses.

Plans to introduce a National Minimum Wage, masterminded 
by Ramaphosa when still deputy-president, should have been 
a pass book designating him as a‘champion of the poor’. But 
the campaign by the Saftu federation has upset this. It forced 
Ramaphosa to admit that the new minimum wage is not a living 
wage.

Anti-corruption
Even so, many will be watching Ramaphosa’s ‘clean-up’ of the 
state-owned companies – PRASA, Eskom, and Transnet etc. – 
with some enthusiasm. It is satisfying to see the Guptas on the 
run and entire boards of Zuma’s cronies dismissed. The ANC 
government itself estimates that Zuma-era corruption looted R100 
billion from the ‘public purse’ via these companies.
But even if corruption is completely ended the parastatals will 
still not benefit the poor and working class in the main. Gordhan 
admitted this recently in a speech in parliament. He said their 
role was “reducing the cost structure in the economy so that other 
economic players become more efficient and competitive.” This 
can only mean the big businesses and multinationals.
Ramaphosa’s policies are in complete continuity with the ANC’s 
commitment to neo-liberal capitalist policies introduced decisively 
from 1996. If neo-liberal policies could not fix unemployment, 
poverty and inequality over the past 24 years, why would they do 
so now? The working class can expect nothing different under the 
Ramaphosa presidency.

Factional struggle
Ramaphosa was able to move against Zuma fairly quickly. But as 
early as his post-Zuma cabinet reshuffle it became clear that he did 
not have unlimited room for manoeuvre. Whilst some of Zuma’s 
worst cabinet cronies were moved to different departments – 
for example Malusi Gigaba and Bathabile Dlamini – they still 
remained ministers.
But it has been the explosive developments in the North West 
from mid-April that have most sharply revealed the depth of the 
rot in the ANC. Government administration under Gupta-linked 
premier, Supra Mahumapelo, had virtually collapsed because 
of widespread corruption and out-of-control looting. This led to 
Ramaphosa’s unprecedented step of placing the entire province 
under the administration of national government.
The North West is not an isolated example. At local level 87 
municipalities across the country (31% of the total) are classified 
as “dysfunctional” or “distressed”. Only 7% are classified as “well-
functioning”! Corruption is the major driver of local government 
break-down. In KZN, the continuation of ANC political murders 
(24 since the start of 2016) is another extreme symptom of the 
rot. All of this raises a serious question about the viability of the 
ANC across whole swathes of the country as anything more than a 
looting machine for politically connected gangsters. 
Mahumapelo eventually resigned. But he remains ANC 
chairperson. The very fact that Ramaphosa had to use his position 
as state president to force the issue by suspending the North West 
government indicates a growing deadlock between the factions 
within the ANC.

Shaun Arendse
Executive Committee

The Ramaphosa Presidency
Can CR save the ANC in 2019?
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The Zuma-clique has been pushed onto the defensive, but they 
are not defeated. They need to consolidate a stronghold from 
which to defend themselves and launch a counter-attack to, in 
Ace Magashule’s words, “get our ANC back in five years”. The 
outcome of the tightly controlled Free State conference in May 
(though contested) seems to have been a step in the right direction 
for them. The struggle for factional dominance will continue to 
playout throughout the ANC. The threat of orchestrated violence 
will remain a very real threat as events in the North West have 
shown.
Mahumapelo’s defiant game of resigning, ‘un-resigning’ and then 
‘retiring’ was a sign of desperation. It almost certainly represents 
the new mind-set of the whole Zuma-clique. Holding on to 
whatever machinery of government they can whilst avoiding court 
and prison is the narrow self-interest driving them. They do not 
care if the ANC is stamped into the dust in the 2019 elections 
as a result. This takes the factional struggle into increasingly 
unpredictable and unstable territory.

2019
The course of the factional struggle will have an important effect 
on the ANC’s 2019 performance. It is already taking its toll. The 
inability of Ramaphosa to deal a decisive knock-out blow to 
the pro-Zuma faction has prevented him from taking advantage 
of ‘Ramaphoria’ and the disarray in the DA by calling an early 
election as some commentators speculated he might. To do so 
now could strengthen his factional enemies through their control, 
especially in the provinces, of nominations for ANC candidate 
lists.
The DA’s suicidal behaviour around the ‘sacking’ of Cape 
Town mayor Patricia De Lille and the internal backlash against 
Maimane’s Freedom Day speech mentioning ‘white privilege’ will 
have confirmed in the eyes of many black voters that the party 
is an ‘old white boys club’. There could be a certain swing back 
towards the ANC from a section of the black middle class which 
flirted with the DA under Zuma.
Likewise, a section of the white middle class could be persuaded 
to vote for a ‘Ramaphosa ANC’. They would be voting for 
the man and not his party in the hope that his presidency can 
guarantee the economic stability they crave. Reflecting this, 
former apartheid-president De Klerk has endorsed Ramaphosa, 
saying he, “understands business, he understands the economy, 
and he is committed to achieving economic growth”. However, if 
Ramaphosa is unable to deliver at least a convincing appearance of 
victory in the ANC’s internal factional struggle his attractiveness to 
the middle class – both black and white – will be greatly reduced.
High levels of voter abstention among the poor, young people and 
the working class skews election after election and will likely do 
so again in 2019. Around 16 million people did not vote in the 
2014 elections. In that sense the ANC lost its majority long ago – 
they ‘won’ with the votes of 35% of the eligible population. Given 
all of this, it is possible that the ANC could scrape the 50% + 1 
needed to remain in government after 2019. This would not be a 
sign of the ANC’s strength but the opposite. Another ‘victory’ on a 
further reduced social base will only sharpen class contradictions 
and further prepare the ground for social explosions.

Coalition
But if the ANC does fall below 50% the EFF leadership stands 
ready to assist. They have positioned themselves as a future ANC 
coalition partner. At Malema’s request there have been talks so 
that the two parties can “find each other”. With Zuma gone and the 
ANC formally backing land expropriation without compensation, 
Malema claims that the conditions for forming a coalition, such 
as after the 2016 elections, have mostly been met.
This just shows how superficial the EFF’s conditions were. 

Under Ramaphosa nothing has changed on the ground for millions 
of poor and working class people and nor will it. But for the EFF 
leadership the ANC is now sufficiently ‘different’ for them to 
change their attitude. This is entirely consistent with the analysis 
that WASP has made of the EFF since they entered parliament – 
theirs is not a struggle against capitalism, of which Ramaphosa 
is a near-perfect representative, but a struggle for control of the 
capitalist state.
Even so, in the run-up to 2019 the EFF will have to blow hot 
one day, and cold the next, on the ANC. They need to ensure the 
ANC falls below 50% and maximise their own votes to strengthen 
their bargaining position. At the same time they must be careful to 
leave themselves room to manoeuvre so that their embrace of the 
ANC the day after the election is not too obviously hypocritical 
and opportunistic as it was when they installed the DA in power in 
Tshwane, Joburg and Nelson Mandela Bay.

Vacuum
All of this underlines the huge political vacuum that exists. All of 
the parties in parliament support capitalism. Imagine the impact 
that a party with a bold socialist programme for a struggle to 
fundamentally transform society could have. Ending the cynical  
‘window dressing’ measures of the capitalist politicians could 
inspire the 16 million ‘abstainers’; it could give another option to 
those still voting ANC because there is no convincing alternative; 
it could provide a genuinely radical programme to those willing to 
give the EFF’s rhetoric the benefit of the doubt. 
The success of Saftu’s 25 April strike gave a small taste of what 
is possible. The turnout clearly scared the leaders of the ANC. If 
it were not for Saftu’s action, both the LRA and amendments and 
the minimum wage would have become law without a whisper of 
protest. The Workers and Socialist Party played an important role 
within Saftu in ensuring the action went ahead. Imagine if this 
was repeated on every issue. We could expose all the lies of the 
bosses and their politicians, linked to a mass movement fighting 
for a clear socialist alternative. This possibility should make Saftu 
leaders’ and members’ mouth’s water.
The capitalist class is carefully examining the different scenarios 
that could arise from 2019 and what they would need to do in 
each one to stabilise their control of society. 
Let our class answer this with our own 
preparations. Our class needs a 
socialist mass workers party. As a 
step toward its creation we call on 
Saftu to take the lead in convening 
an assembly for working class 
unity. This could bring together 
representatives of workers, 
trade unions, working class 
communities, young people 
and students to unite the vast 
number of struggles into a 
united political movement to 
challenge the bosses for 
control of society.
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The ANC’s May 2018 Land Summit has referred a 
proposal to amend its Expropriation Bill to its NEC to 
allow for expropriation of land without compensation 
(EWC). Then the Constitutional Court will be asked to 
test it for compliance with Clause 25 – the Property 
Clause. Malema has offered his party’s 6% to the ANC’s 
62% to achieve the two-thirds threshold to amend the 
constitution.  

Predictably the white right has spread alarm amongst urban 
and rural whites of impending doom – land invasions, home 
dispossessions and an escalation of the toxic myth of white farmer 
genocide. The DA has denounced EWC as theft and a violation of 
the sanctity of private property.  Even the normally sober capitalist, 
Business Day has indulged in histrionics: “land expropriation, a 
reason to panic” (Peter Bruce). A “desperate, terrible, historic land 
mistake”, editor Tim Cohen lamented (BusinessLive 05/03/2018).
Whether the ANC Land Summit’s approach will result in a 
constitutional amendment, remains to be seen. The ANC, however, 
is not waiting for the ConCourt process. There is consensus 
amongst legal experts, including the High Level Panel on the 
Assessment of Key Legislation and Acceleration of Fundamental 
Change, (HLP) led by former president Kgalema Motlanthe, 
established in 2017. The Property Clause neither prohibits EWC 
nor insists on the “willing seller, willing buyer” principle or that 
“just and equitable” compensation necessarily means “market 
value”. 
The Gauteng Government will now immediately start identifying 
unused land for “rapid release”. It will implement a “site-and-
service” programme, and distribute title deeds weekly on “Title 
Deed Friday”.
Will EWC achieve economic emancipation, the correction of the 
historical injustice caused by the “original sin” of colonial and 
apartheid land dispossession? 

Inequalities in wealth rooted in class, not race
Black nationalists claim ALL whites own SA’s wealth. It is of 
course true that the apartheid social pyramid – whites at the top, 
Indians below them and coloureds further down, closest to black 
Africans – still persists today. But superimposed upon massive 
racial inequalities are class inequalities. In fact the fastest growing 
inequality is amongst blacks. 
This applies also to land ownership. Only 8% of whites live in 
rural areas. The claim that ALL whites own the country’s wealth 
and land is false. Only a tiny minority within the white population 
today, as under apartheid, owns the majority of wealth in general 
and land in particular.

The EFF is providing the ANC with an alibi for its betrayals. In fact 
the greatest indictment against the ANC is that under it, black land 
dispossession without compensation has continued uninterrupted.

Gear – the original sin
The Growth Employment and Redistribution policy (Gear) has 
had a catastrophic effect. In the cities expectations of a decent life 
for all were betrayed. In the rural areas the ANC land policy’s 
three main planks – redistribution, restitution and tenure reform 
– failed.
The “opening up” of SA’s agricultural markets under Gear threw 
established white and emerging black farmers into the shark-
infested waters of neo-liberal global capitalism. Gear-dictated 
public spending cuts meant the Land Reform budget, which never 
exceeded 1%, is today at its lowest level ever – 0.4% –only 0.1% 
for land redistribution. Only 9% of land has been redistributed. 
Addressing Parliament’s Land Reform Portfolio Committee, Dr 
Aninka Claassens, UCT Land and Accountability Research Centre 
director, pointed out that land tenure is more insecure than under 
apartheid. The few who obtain redistributed land remain tenants 
of the state with “conditional use rights” subject to “productivity”.
The land reform budget and farms are subject to elite capture. At 
the present rate it will take another 40 years to complete restitution 
“...if land claims are reopened and the expected 397,000 claims 
are lodged, it will take more than 700 years.” (Daily Maverick 
15/03/18) Corruption means no support for land restitution. 
White farmers exposed to escalating farming costs, have evicted 
hundreds of thousands of workers and tenants, accelerating urban 
migration. Squatter camps have mushroomed as public spending 
caps have created a massive housing backlog. There have been 
over 4,000 land occupations over the past two years. This shows 
that in urban areas they are driven by the need for housing, jobs, 
access to health and education.    
As Mmatlou Kalaba, University of Pretoria Agricultural 
Economics lecturer points out: The apartheid regime had 

Land Expropriation 
without compensation
Will it eradicate inequality?

ANC desperate to polish its ‘radical’ credentials

Weizmann Hamilton
Executive Committee
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supported the white farming sector through direct subsidies, 
cooperatives, commodity boards, input subsidization, preferential 
Land Bank financing terms, tariff protection, guaranteed market 
access through agricultural control boards and profits through 
price controls. Dismantling this system completely, the ANC 
government opened up the agricultural and food markets beyond 
World Trade Organisation accession criteria. Today only 13% of 
the Land Bank’s loan book clients are black.
Today agricultural production is monopolised by a handful of 
conglomerates in turn controlled by finance capital. “…about 
40,000 large-scale, capital-intensive and corporatised operations 
produce 91% of agricultural production. They, and their retail and 
value chain counterparts, control the availability, price, quality 
and nutritional value of what we eat, not the indebted small 
commercial farmers.” (Businesslive 12/03/18).
These corporations are in turn controlled by the banks: 
Standard Bank, First Rand, Nedcor, Investec, and international 
institutions banks like JP Morgan Securities and RMB Morgan 
Stanley control on average 70% of the agricultural value chain. 
(Uncensoredopinion.co.za 13/07/17)

ANC continues black land dispossession
For colluding with colonialism and apartheid the pre-capitalist 
traditional leaders faced armed resistance, most famously the late 
50s Pondoland Uprising. Instead of dismantling these institutions, 
the ANC legitimised, funded and expanded them.   Traditional 
leaders collude with big business and multinational corporations 
in pillaging mineral resources, destroying the environment and 
exploiting rural populations. Black rural dwellers find themselves 
today as tenants on this communal land. They have no title, no 
right or means to develop the land and under constant threat of 
eviction.
The Royal Bafokeng Nation’s (RBN), control of platinum mines 
profits, is riddled with corruption the former public protector 
found. The Ngonyama Trust, of which King Goodwill Zwelithini 
is sole trustee, encompassing 30% of KwaZulu Natal’s most fertile 
land was given to the Zulu Royal House in secret by De Klerk the 
Inkatha Freedom Party’s Gatha Buthelezi, the king’s uncle, a week 
before the 1994 elections to persuade him to participate.
Tenants are given “Permission to Occupy” (PTOs) certificates – an 
apartheid invention.  The Trust netted R96 million in 2016/17 from 
developer fees. The Trust now plans to replace PTOs with 40-Year 
lease agreements. Rent defaulters’ leases will be cancelled, their 
assets expropriated without compensation for improvements.
Ramaphosa’s insistence that EWC should not threaten “food 
security” is a signal to big business that they will not be subject to 
EWC. King Zwelithini has threatened to build up a financial war 
chest to resist any attempt to wind up the Ingonyama Trust Land 
as recommended by the Motlanthe-led HLP. Immediately after his 
State of the Nation EWC announcement, Ramaphosa reassured 
the House of Traditional Leaders that they remain the recognised 
custodians of traditional land. At the Land Summit, he apologized 

for Motlanthe’s description of traditional leaders as “village tin-
pot dictators” in effect repudiating the HPL’s recommendations. 
The RBN’s court action against the Department of Rural 
Development and Land Affairs shows traditional leaders consider 
themselves accountable neither to the government nor their 
“subjects”. The RBN insists it is the lawful custodian of over 60 
properties and do not need to consult.     
The EFF completely agrees with Ramaphosa on the property of 
big business traditional leaders. National spokesperson Mbuyiseni 
Ndlozi stated on Sharpeville Day that the EFF has no intention 
of touching private property (Huffington Post 21/10/18). Both 
the ANC NEC and the EFF have responded to King Zwelithini’s 
threats by offering conciliation and talks.

Only socialism can eradicate poverty, inequality and 
mass unemployment

It is possible, even likely, that there will be some land expropriation 
without compensation with or without a constitutional amendment. 
Facing a possible election defeat in 2019, the ANC is in desperate 
need to be seen to be doing something different, even radical, to 
secure electoral support. 
But EWC will not eradicate inequality, unemployment, poverty 
or even homelessness. In embracing EWC Ramaphosa is not 
repudiating neo-liberal capitalism. He is renewing the ANC’s 
vows with it. His budget was the most savage austerity since 1994. 
The fear of a rating agency downgrade means there will be no 
increased social spending.
Land ownership does not provide jobs, access to decent health, 
education or affordable services. Ramaphosa’s commitment to 
protecting food security is meaningless for the 15 million who go 
to bed hungry every night or the 18% of African children (20% 
coloured, 7% Indian and even 7% white) who suffer from stunted 
growth due to malnutrition. 
The Gauteng Provincial Government’s site and service scheme will 
not exempt title deed holders from the ever rising cost of services. 
It is also an abdication of its responsibility to provide housing. 
Those able to afford a mortgage are at risk of dispossession by the 
banks. 1000 houses are repossessed every month. The capitalists 
are in fact implementing their own EWC in both the farms and the 
cities.
 The banks, agri-business, industry, construction, commerce are 
all inextricably linked together in the reproduction of poverty 
and inequality. It is not the constitution that stopped the ANC 
from implementing genuine radical economic transformation 
– the nationalization of the agricultural and financial cartels 
that dominate food production, distribution and sales under the 
democratic control and management of the working class. It is 
its commitment, shared with the EFF, to capitalism. The Property 
Clause is a diversion – an attempt to infect the masses with the 
constitutional cretinism they suffer from.

Residents of Protea Glen, Soweto, ‘occupy’ land in May 2018



Winnie’s passing occurred as SA’s 
political crisis had plunged new 
depths. Barely three months earlier, 
a debilitating factional civil war 
had brought the ANC close to the 
brink of a split at a conference that 
narrowly avoided collapse. The 
political crisis in the ANC is in reality 
rooted in a growing questioning of 
the post-apartheid dispensation 
that has not only failed to solve 
the problems of poverty, mass 
unemployment and inequality, but 
has deeply aggravated them.       

Both ANC factions sought to use Winnie’s 
death to portray themselves as united in 
grief and committed to her wish for the 
ANC’s renewal. It is to the credit of Winnie’s 
daughters that they took the opportunity 
both to remind the masses of the role she 
played in the liberation struggle, but also 
the ANC leadership’s crimes against her. 
It is therefore unsurprising that all the 
controversies that surrounded Winnie 
whilst she was alive, would be resurrected 
after it ended. 
In sharp contrast to the reverence for 
Mandela, the capitalist media, especially 
internationally, exhibited their loathing. 
Obituaries ranged from naked hatred to 
more subtle reminders of her alleged “dark 
side.” The right-wing British Daily Mail’s 
headline read: “Winnie the Blood Soaked 
Bully Who Shamed the Name Mandela”. 
Reuters ran with:  “Mother then Mugger of 
the New South Africa, Dead at 81”.
Obituaries by the likes of City Press editor 
Mondli Makhanya and columnist Palesa 
Murodu are merely pitiful regurgitations 
of the narrative planted in the media by 
the apartheid regime’s most successful 
Stratcom “Black Ops”. Whilst they might 
argue they could not see the facts hidden 
in plain sight, former president Thabo 
Mbeki’s bitter spiteful comments fall 
into a different category entirely – that of 
conscious treachery. He alleged Winnie 
lacked discipline and was prone to drawing 
attention to herself. He condemned her 
1989 statement that “with our matches and 
our necklaces we will liberate ourselves” 
as reckless.
Yet Mbeki showed extraordinary generosity 
towards the apartheid oppressor and its 
collaborators attending the funeral of US 
president Ronald Reagan, infamous for 

his neo-liberal attack on the US and world 
working class who defended the apartheid 
regime in “constructive engagement.” 
Mbeki praised Transkei leader Kaiser 
Matanzima, whose collaboration with 
the regime lost Winnnie her mother, as 
“exemplary”. Most disgracefully Mbeki 
granted PW Botha a state funeral in 2006. 
In his 3 November 2006, weekly ANC 
newsletter, Mbeki said “PW Botha and OR 
Tambo were partners in bringing peace to 
South Africa though, tragically, they never 
met; they were partners in the creation of 
the peace of the brave”. 
Botha presided over a police state, the 
occupation of black townships, the 
detention, torture and killings of thousands 
during the mid-80s states of emergency. 
He ordered bombing raids of ANC bases 
in neighbouring states and the instigation 
of ethnic fueled “black-on-black” violence.

Why the campaign of vilification?
The ANC’s accession to power was 
prepared by resurgence of mass resistance, 
starting with the 1973 Durban strike, 
followed by the 1976 Soweto Uprising, 
the highly successful 1983 Tricameral 
Parliament boycott, the 1984 September 
Vaal general strike and the 1985 launch 
of Cosatu. That Cosatu was born in the 
middle of the first state of emergency 
demonstrated that the regime could not 
hold out against a movement that was soon 
to assume insurrectionary proportions.
Far more than the ANC’s armed actions, 
it was the organised working class whose 
vanguard in Cosatu had concluded that 
apartheid and capitalism were two sides 
of the same bloody coin that compelled 
the strategists of capital into a radical 
rethink.  Fearing that not only apartheid, 
but capitalism itself was threatened, secret 
talks were initiated. The ANC leaders 
were willing accomplices in devising a 
negotiated settlement based on adorning the 
economic dictatorship of the capitalist class 
with the mask of parliamentary democracy 
– to introduce bourgeois reforms from the 
top to stop socialist revolution from below. 
This is the context in which the slander 
unleashed against Winnie must be 
understood. With ties to the masses that the 
jailed and exiled leadership lacked, Winnie 
was considered a threat. Winnie, like Chris 
Hani, was rightly suspicious both of the 
motives of the regime and the willingness 
of the leadership to accommodate 
themselves to its demands and that of its 
capitalist backers. She made it clear she 
would watch the negotiations closely and 

would be the first one to pick up her gun 
should they go wrong.
Her necklace statement – a warning that 
despite the regime’s armed might, the 
masses would liberate themselves with 
whatever means at their disposal – was 
interpreted as a potential obstruction of 
the type of settlement the regime wanted. 
Winnie, far more than any other ANC 
leader, was the real barometer of the 
revolutionary temper of the masses.
Following the assassinations of Victoria 
and Griffiths Mxenge, youth activists 
established the Mandela United Football 
Club, to protect her. As the award winning 
documentary “Winnie” reconfirmed, the 
regime infiltrated it.  Jerry Richardson, her 
personal bodyguard was a police agent. It 
was self-evidently in the regime’s interests 
that the club should carry out arson attacks, 
assaults, kidnappings and the murders 
of Stompie, Sono, Dr Asvat and others. 
Winnie, sensing the hand of the regime 
in the violence, appealed in vain for the 
team to desist. “Black-on-black” violence 
and discrediting Winnie, portraying her as 
a bloodthirsty opponent of peace and the 
negotiated settlement the ANC leadership 
was committed to, were part of the same 
strategy. The facts revealed by the Winnie 
documentary were not so much new as a 
coherent knitting together of all the threads 
of the regime’s operations. The regime’s 
assassination of Hani and Winnie’s 
character served the same purpose – to 
decapitate a possible rebellion against the 
Codesa settlement.
The experience of nearly a quarter of 
a century of ANC rule has vindicated 
Winnie’s pre-settlement skepticism. 
Unfortunately the problem with Winnie’s 
radical nationalism was that it was not 
consciously anti-capitalist. Nationalism, 
however radical, seeks a solution within 
the framework of capitalism. The ending 
of white-minority rule could only have 
raised the living standards of the working 
class black majority if apartheid’s 
capitalist economic foundations were 
simultaneously overthrown and the path 
towards the socialist transformation of 
society embarked upon.

10 obituary

Weizmann Hamilton
Executive Committee

A Warrior Queen
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela 
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The workers party
we need
The SA Federation of Trade Unions’ 
25 April national strike potentially 
signals a decisive shift in working 
class struggle. The estimated 
100,000 workers silenced Saftu’s 
critics.  Millions now look to Saftu as 
an alternative to Cosatu and as a 
point of reference. 

This was in fact the first conscious political 
general strike against the ANC government 
post-apartheid. The Cosatu-led general 
strikes against Gear and privatization, 
as well as the public sector strikes of 
2007 and 2010, were against particular 
policies of its alliance partner - the ANC 
government. Whilst the 25 April strike was 
called to oppose the new poverty-level 
minimum wage and attacks on the right to 
strike, there is no doubt that for the workers 
taking part, this strike was a rejection of 
both the ousted Zuma-led -ANC and the 
“new” Ramaphosa one. This poses the 
question of a workers’ party.
The ANC leadership under Ramaphosa 
remains firmly committed to neo-liberalism. 
The ground continues to be prepared for 
a social explosion. In anticipation, the 
strategists of capital are preparing for a 
possible coalition government from some 
combination of the DA, ANC and even the 
EFF. The working class is lagging behind. 

SACP’s treachery
The political vacuum on the left has been 
magnified by the degeneration of the 
SACP-led Cosatu. In reality the early 
Cosatu was a quasi-workers party in the 
struggle against apartheid and capitalism. 
Saftu’s challenge now is to complete the 
retying of the knot of history politically and 
ideologically. In 1982, Joe Foster, general 
secretary of Cosatu’s predecessor, Fosatu, 
warned prophetically that the lesson of 
independent Africa was that unions should 
protect their independence against capture 
by post-colonial governments.
However, Foster did not draw the 
conclusion of the need for a workers’ party 
that his position implied. Recognising that 
this was the logic of his argument, the SACP 
denounced Foster for not recognising it as 
the “vanguard” of the working class. 
The SACP “vanguard” barred the way 
to the development of an independent 

workers party, captured Cosatu and trapped 
it in the ANC-led Tripartite Alliance. 
Acting as the shock troops of the National 
Democratic Revolution (NDR) – the first 
stage of the bankrupt two-stage theory 
–they engineered the derailment of a 
potential socialist revolution. Confused 
by the SACP, the Cosatu leadership was 
absorbed into the capitalist state.
Marikana exposed the ANC as the party 
of capital like nothing before. But even 
before the massacre, a survey of shop 
stewards showed support for Cosatu to 
form a workers party had reached 65%.  
The mineworkers’ support for the launch of 
WASP, NUMSA’s 2013 Special National 
Congress resolutions and the significant 
increase in the number of communities 
standing independently in elections 
confirmed this.  The working class was 
yearning for is its own party. Unfortunately, 
despite all of this, Saftu’s “independent but 
not apolitical” policy goes no further than 
Foster in 1982. But unlike Foster, Saftu has 
the benefit of the experience of 24-years of 
ANC rule.
Cosatu, Nactu and Fedusa’s collaboration 
on the national minimum wage and 
attacks on the right to strike shows that 
abstention from party politics does not 
guarantee independence. Independence is 
a class question. Political parties represent 
the interests of classes or fractions of 
them. Cosatu’s betrayal was caused by 
collaborating with a capitalist party – the 
ANC. Saftu must form an alliance with a 
political party with a programme based 
on the interests of the working class. By 
concluding from the experience of the 
struggle against corruption that it will be 
necessary to remove the ANC government 
in the North West Saftu is reinforcing the 
need for a workers party.   

Party of struggle
The SACP imposed itself on the working 
class as a pre-fabricated “vanguard’ with 
a programme manufactured behind the 
backs of the working class, shielding itself 
from accountability. A genuine workers 
party must answer the question: “how do 
we take our struggles forward?” Therefore 
it must become the furnace that forges the 
fighting unity of the working class; it must 
be a party of struggle.
What must be the party’s guiding political 
principle? In our view a socialist programme 
is the only possible one – the aim of a 
society run by and for the working class. 

The foundation for this is the call for the 
nationalisation under democratic working 
class control of the banks, the mines, the 
commercial farms, the big factories and 
other big businesses. A new workers party 
must be based on a programme of action 
that links the immediate issues faced by the 
working class to the need to fundamentally 
transform society on a socialist basis As an 
example, we propose that the struggle for 
a living wage be championed by the new 
party through a demand like this:

Organise the workplaces to win 
R12,500! Build industry- and sector-
wide action-committees that unite 
workers in a campaign of rolling 
mass action. Lock-out the bosses in 
non-complying industries through 
workplace occupations that demand 
nationalisation under workers 
control. Mass defiance of laws that 
stop workers defending themselves.

We propose the new party works out 
similar demands for the struggles (1) 
to end unemployment, (2) win service 
delivery and houses, (3) high quality free 
health care, and (4) genuinely free and 
decolonised education.
A new party must allow for open and 
free debate, maximum democracy, 
collective development of a manifesto and 
programme of action. As well as individual 
membership, the party must have a federal 
component allowing for the fighting unity 
of existing working class organisations. 
The party’s leadership must be elected on 
the principles of the right of recall and that 
a workers’ representative must earn only a 
workers wage. 
The Working Class Summit initiated by 
Saftu for 21-22 July must place on its 
agenda the question of consciously filling 
the political vacuum with a new party – a 
vacuum Saftu’s own 25 April strike again 
underlined.

Sheri Hamilton
Executive Committee

Saftu members reject Ramaphosa.



Karl Marx at 200
“His name will live on forever”

12 theory

A wave of revolutions resulted from the example of 
the Russian revolution, particularly in Europe. These 
had a profound effect on the US and provoked mass 
upheavals and revolutions in Asia. For this alone, the 
birth of Marx deserves to be celebrated worldwide. 
Instead, we are likely to be treated by most of the 
pro-capitalist commentators to a colossal distortion of 
the real ideas of Marx. At the very least, an army of 
university professors and commentators without any 
real understanding of Marx’s ideas are likely to be 
paraded in front of the TV and the rest of the media 
offering up a caricatured, gross underestimate of 
Marx’s real ideas. They will claim that Marx was wrong, 
in his general philosophical and economic ideas and 
in his predictions for the future. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

Scientific socialism
Marxism - scientific socialism - represented the highest level 
of thought within society at the time when Marx formulated his 
ideas in the middle of the nineteenth century. It combined German 
philosophy with British political economy and French socialism.
Marx and Engels rescued ‘dialectics’ - the method of thought 
which seeks to understand the all-sided character of phenomena, 
first enunciated by the ancient Greeks - by refuting the German 
philosopher Georg Hegel’s idealism. They “turned Hegel upside 
down” and put him “from standing on his head firmly back on his 
feet”.
Hegel viewed the evolution of nature, humankind and social 
relations as based on the development of ideas. But Marx and 
Engels argued that ideas and consciousness are expressions of 
material forces, which are the driving impulse of history. Their 
ideas are either consciously or unconsciously accepted by most 
conscientious analysts today.
For instance, former US president Bill Clinton famously if crudely 
declared in 1992: “It’s the economy, stupid”, which ultimately 
determines the march of events; in his case the outcome of the 
presidential election. But it was Marx and Engels who first argued 
that the economy is the ultimate determinant of the “political 
superstructure”, the state, politics, etc. Today, this is almost taken 
for granted.
But this did not mean that Marx had a crude determinist position. 
On the contrary, he and Engels analysed how the state - part of 
the political superstructure - both had an effect on and is, in turn, 
affected by the development of economic processes.
Capitalist commentators, while sometimes conceding a certain 
historic relevance of Marx and Engels, in their legions rushed 
to argue that ‘Marxism’ and its associated idea of socialism and 

the planned democratic economy were buried under the rubble of 
the Berlin Wall. The collapse of the Stalinist regimes in Eastern 
Europe, and with them their planned economies, albeit managed 
bureaucratically, resulted in unbridled capitalist triumphalism. 
Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan on behalf of the capitalists 
boasted “the lesson of the 1980s is that socialism has failed”. The 
former USSR plunged into an economic abyss, which exceeded 
the collapse in the USA following the 1929-33 slump.
But it wasn’t long before even the capitalists themselves began 
to ponder the contradictions of their own system. One of them, 
John Cassidy, prompted by a banker friend, delved into Marx’s 
writings, including the Communist Manifesto. His comments made 
in the mid-1990s were very revealing: “The longer I spend on Wall 
Street, the more convinced I am that Marx was right.” His friend 
commented: “I’m absolutely convinced that Marx’s approach is 
the best way to look at capitalism.” They did not resort to the usual 
demagogy and ignorance of many capitalist writers in linking 
Stalinism to Marx’s ideas: “Marx’s legacy has been obscured by 
the failure of communism [Stalinism].”
Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of England, recently made the 
same point, saying that the automation of millions of jobs could 
lead to mass unemployment, wage stagnation and the growth of 
communism within a generation. He warned “Marx and Engels 
may again become relevant.”
Cassidy goes on to confess that Marx “wrote riveting passages about 
globalisation, inequality, political corruption, monopolisation, 
technical progress, the decline of high culture, and the enervating 
nature of modern existence - issues that economists are now 
confronting anew, sometimes without realising that they are 
walking in Marx’s footsteps.”
Using Marx’s methods, we were able to predict the inevitability of 
a recession or slump - that was not evident at the time that these 
remarks were made by supporters of the system in the early 1990s.
We wrote in Socialism Today: “A serious recession or slump would 
inevitably result in the introduction of protectionist measures by 
the different national capitalists.” Is this not what the tendency 
has been in the aftermath of the devastating world economic crisis 
of 2007-08?

Peter Taaffe
International Secretariat, CWI

Marx’s grave in Highgate Cemetery, London, UK



And Trump is putting into practice this perspective through his trade 
sanctions against China and other countries, which have provoked 
counter-measures against the US. The ruling class worldwide is 
afraid of a new tit-for-tat trade war along the lines of the Smoot-
Hawley Act of the 1930s, which enormously aggravated the depth 
and the length of the depression.
Marx, in many of his writings, attacks capitalism for retarding the 
development of industry, science and technique, the productive 
forces. At the time when he was writing - the nineteenth century - 
capitalism was still playing a relatively progressive role in taking 
society forward, economically at least.
It was relatively reactionary. But it became absolutely reactionary 
only with the onset of the World War One, which was an expression 
of the fact that the productive forces had outgrown the narrow 
limits of the nation state.
It is true that capitalism has experienced spectacular structural 
growth at certain times since then, for instance in the period between 
1950 and 1973. But this was a unique and special development, 
largely determined by the destruction caused by World War Two 
and the opening of new markets to world capitalism.
However, that period was followed by a depressionary phase in 
which booms like that of the 1980s were lopsided, the relative 
position of the working class declined, as did the living standards 
of the peoples of Africa, Latin America and large parts of Asia. 
The growth rates of the 1980s were far inferior, as was the rate of 
investment back into industry compared to the 1950-73 upswing.
However, even this scenario - which allowed working people 
to get a few crumbs off the very rich table of capitalism - came 
shuddering to a halt with the onset of the devastating crisis of 
2007-08. Before this, each of the alleged basic ideas of Marx was 
dissected and maliciously distorted by capitalist economists and 
commentators.
One of the alleged ‘myths’ of Marx was the so-called “theory of 
increasing misery”. Marx did not advance such an idea, particularly 
in the simplistic and therefore erroneous way in which his critics 
presented it. He was well aware that there were periods when 
the working class was able to extract concessions, and important 
ones, from the capitalists. But even in these periods, superficial 

appearances disguise 
the fact that often the 
share of the working 
class of national income 
actually declined. In 
other words, there was 
a relative decline of 
the working masses’ 
standards of living.
Moreover, with the 
return of malnutrition 
- starvation on the 
streets of Britain and 
the rest of the capitalist 
world, symbolised by 
the relentless increase 
of food banks - has not 
Marx’s prediction of 
“increasing misery” 
become a reality in 
the ‘modern’ world? 
Following the onset of 
the crisis the real living 
standards of the working 
class - it is hardly even 
necessary to argue this 
point today - not just 
in the neo-colonial 
world but in the US, 
Europe and Japan have 
stagnated and declined.
Moreover, the ‘inequality gap’ - the massive abyss between 
rich and poor - has everywhere grown exponentially. As the 
Independent points out: “Just nine of the world’s richest men 
have more combined wealth than the poorest 4 billion people.” 
Previously, we used to say that they could fit into a London bus. 
Now, they could get into a minibus! The same journal points out: 
“If these top billionaires continue to see returns on their wealth, 
we could see the world’s first trillionaire in as little as 25 years.”

Billionaires
There are currently over 1,500 billionaires in the world, with more 
than 560 in the US alone. China, Germany and India each have 100 
or more billionaires. These are the ‘Masters of the Universe’ who 
hold the fate of humankind in their hands, as Karl Marx brilliantly 
predicted. But not even Marx thought the concentration of wealth 
would be taken to such an extent as it has.
He believed that long before we reached this situation the working 
class would have taken power and capitalism would have been 
replaced by socialism. Glaring inequality, matched by terrible 
and worsening worldwide poverty, let alone a world scarred by 
unending war, would have been a thing of the past.
The fact that this did not happen is entirely down to the failure 
of the leadership of the official labour movement who again and 
again remained within the framework of a rotten system rather 
than mobilising working people as Marx advocated in a mass 
movement to establish a socialist world.
When Marx died and was buried in Highgate Cemetery with 
just eleven people present at his funeral, his great friend and 
collaborator Friedrich Engels declared: “His name will live on 
forever.” So it will, particularly if we follow his ideas and realise 
the goals he stood for of a socialist Britain linked to a socialist 
confederation of Europe and the world.
This article first appeared in The Socialist (Issue 993, 2 May 
2018), newspaper of the Socialist Party (CWI, England & Wales).
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Karl Marx and co-thinker Frederich Engels

The first  1848 German-language 
edition of the Communist Manifesto 
– “the workers have nothing to lose 

but their chains”



The Gaza Strip in recent weeks has 
seen one of the most important 
waves of Palestinian protests against 
the ongoing brutal siege enforced 
by Israel, in collaboration with Egypt, 
with unbearable consequences for 
living conditions. The protests, which 
have attracted many thousands 
week after week, have been met 
with extreme lethal repression by 
the Israeli government. At the time 
of writing, over 100 demonstrators 
have been killed and 10,000 injured 
as the Israeli capitalist government 
strives to prevent a mass movement 
at all costs.
Socialist Struggle Movement (CWI 
Israel/Palestine), which is in full 
solidarity with the protests, spoke to 
24-year-old Gaza activist Ahmed 
A-Na’ouq from Deir al-Balah 
city in the Gaza Strip, about the 
bloody repression, the devastating 
conditions and the protest 
movement.
At one of the first demonstrations Ahmed 
describes the scene: “That was horrific. I 
saw protesters who were shot being carried 
away to the ambulances. The Israelis were 
fortified behind a hill of sand.The more 
they kill us, the more the anger increases. 
If for instance the Israeli army kills my 
brother, I will not be afraid and just stay at 
home. And the Israeli army really killed my 
brother in the last war”. Over 2,200 people 
in Gaza died in the 2014 war. Ahmed lost 
his older brother and some of his friends. 
He has never left the besieged Gaza Strip.
The residents’ protests in recent weeks 
are the most extensively organised to date 
against the siege. About 25,000 to 40,000 
arrived on the first day, and despite the 
heavy repression the demonstrations have 
continued. The protest movement, called 
the ‘Great March of Return’, is scheduled to 
culminate on 15 May, the 70th anniversary 
of the Palestinian ‘Nakba’, when 800,000 
residents were uprooted and have never 
been allowed to return. 70% of the Gazan 
population are the refugees’ families from 
1948. Ahmed’s grandmother is a refugee 
from Beersheba. “We’re not demonstrating 
in the belief that if we just protest we could 
return to our lands, but we want to remind 
the world and emphasize that it’s our 
right”, Ahmed explains.
Many buildings remain destroyed since 
the 2014 war. The unemployment rate 

in the Gaza Strip is one of the highest in 
the world, around 40% officially, or 60% 
among workers under 30. “All sources of 
income are being stopped. The Palestinian 
Authority (PA) is adding salt to the wounds 
after cutting salaries for PA employees in 
Gaza - an income that many people depend 
on. Also, Hamas administrative employees 
do not receive full salaries. The UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
has been facing a devastating crisis since 
Trump announced the withdrawal of 
US funding. NGOs (supplying work and 
services) are collapsing because of a sharp 
decline in international funding. Israel has 
also stopped transfers of budgets as well.”

Catastrophic reality
Half of the population in Gaza is under 
18, about one million people. An entire 
generation has grown up in this catastrophic 
reality. It is from among these young people 
that the current protests have grown. “The 
first demonstration I attended was on the 
second protest day, 31 March. Thousands 
of people took part, and what impressed 
me at first was the positive atmosphere, 
people waving flags and shouting slogans 
for freedom. They were far from the fence, 
maybe 800 metres away, near the first row 
of houses. The closer I got to the fence, 
and it wasn’t much, there were more angry 
protesters, calling slogans, and the Israeli 
soldiers shot those people.”
In order to paint the opposite picture of 
reality, Israeli government propaganda 
branded the demonstrators as the violent 
factor in the picture. Ahmed asks “who 
is the victim of violence in this distorted 
equation? The Israeli establishment press, 
slavishly serving again and again as a 
government propaganda tool to create 
security hysteria, highlights damage to 
agricultural fields caused by ‘Molotov 
kites’, while ignoring the extreme organised 
violence directed around the clock against 
the residents of the Gaza Strip and their 
protests. The protest organising committee 
made it clear that it was not interested in a 
direct confrontation with the army.”
Ahmed notes that in the face of 
demonstrations which include “angry 
young people deprived of any source of 
normal life”, the Israeli army uses lethal 
weapons including, according to medical 
teams, particularly damaging exploding 
bullets (possibly dum-dum bullets).
We asked Ahmed to what extent he thinks 
people are deterred from participating in 
the demonstrations. “Most people support 

the protest, but there are those who say it 
is pointless, it will not stop the siege and 
the crimes against us, and some people 
are really afraid in this situation. But the 
majority support it and think it’s a great 
initiative, which helps attract the world’s 
attention to our situation.”
The movement is popular, he says, and is 
not controlled by any of the parties. Even 
the organising committee, which includes 
representatives from the different factions 
of the Palestinian national movement, 
doesn’t control every initiative.
And he has another message. “On both sides 
there are victims. Our situation in Gaza 
is simply catastrophic. The Palestinians 
are suffering a lot. And the Israelis are 
sometimes suffering from insecurity. So 
we have to find a solution that will work 
for both sides. Israelis my age should 
open their eyes more. What the Israeli 
government is doing is very wrong. They 
should oppose it. If they demand [a change 
on this issue] from their government, I 
think we have a chance for a future. We 
should all rise up against oppression and 
injustice and demand normal life, life that 
would guarantee equality for everyone”.
This is an edited version of an interview 
that first appeared on Socialistworld.net 
on 17 May 2018.
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January 2018 saw the launch of the 
WASP Cape Town branch. Comrades 
have been eager to roll up their 
sleeves and immerse themselves 
into the difficult, but rewarding, 
task of building working class-led 
movements in the country’s most 
politically fragmented city. 

Cape Town Water Crisis
From the initiation of a coalition to the 
present time, WASP cadre have devoted 
time, energy and resources to fighting the 
draconian by-laws and punitive measures 
the City of Cape Town, Western Cape, 
and National governments have pushed 
onto communities. With the arrival of a 
promising rainy season and dam levels 
higher than last year already, WASP will 
work with working class-led movements 
to keep-up the fight against resource 
privatization and bring an end to the 
continued ‘Day Zero’ measures forced onto 

the poor and working class by means of 
dehumanizing Water Management Devices 
(WMDs) and unaffordable punitive tariffs. 

GIWUSA
The strong supportive force of WASP 
comrades in Cape Town has resulted in 
an exponential increase in membership 
of the General Industries Workers Union 
of SA (GIWUSA) in the Western Cape. 
Reaching from as far as George to the 
West Coast, GIWUSA membership and 
political consciousness is increasing 
every day, laying strong foundations for a 
GIWUSA Western Cape branch launch in 
the coming weeks. From security, to food 
sector, to manufacturing, restaurant and 
EPWP workers, GIWUSA is proving to be 
a militant worker-led trade union.  

SAFTU
Our WASP and GIWUSA comrades in the 
Western Cape have proven that we are some 
of the most organised and militant members 

of the working class. While WASP cadre 
have played a crucial role in the steering 
committee of the highly successful Saftu 
general strikes and marches on the 12 and 
25 of April against the LRA amendments 
and slave-rate minimum wage (see editorial 
and page 5), GIWUSA stood out in its 
mobilization efforts at the main transport 
hubs and communities like Philippi and 
Nyanga.

Forward
In less than six months WASP Cape Town 
has already grown a strong membership 
that have engaged and supported several 
working-class struggles emerging in 
the area. We have had strong political 
discussions in our branch meetings, on 
topics such as feminism, the role of a 
workers’ party in South Africa, and the 
country’s road to socialism. It is clear that 
armed with our revolutionary political 
programme and dedicated cadre we have 
come to elevate the workers’ voice above 
the stale noise of opportunist and populist 
politics in Cape Town.

Build the struggle – build WASP’s finances
WASP has no big business backers. We are a party funded by the cents and Rands of our members and 

supporters. We ask readers of Izwi to donate and support our work.

Account name: Workers and Socialist Party Bank: ABSA Acc no: 4081935745 Branch code: 632005

WASP members should use this account to pay in their monthly subscriptions.
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Cape Town WASP:
Here to stay!

WASP’s banner held high by workers on Saftu’s April marches

WASP activists at one of the many Water 
Crisis Coalition protests

Rose Lichtenstein
Cape Town WASP
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