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Not since the advent of democracy has 
the crisis of capitalism and its political 
parties revealed itself as starkly as it is 
now. Despite the ANC government’s 
measures, directed by domestic and 
international capital, matters are only 
getting worse. The claims of the stimulus 
package with no new money and more 
austerity, the pitiful investment pledges 
and the job summit promises are all 
contradicted by reality. Ramaphosa’s 
budget in effect tipped the economy 
into recession. Unemployment is now 
at historic levels edging towards ten 
million. The bosses are not making any 
plans to invest or create jobs. Economic 
growth projections are repeatedly being 
revised downwards.
The crises in all the major parties – the 
ANC, DA and increasingly the EFF – 
are rooted in the reality that capitalism 
is in a dead end.  It must be overthrown. 
Only the working class has the interest 
and the capacity to abolish capitalism 
and lead society towards socialism.
The economic and political crisis 
underlines the importance of the 
declarations of the Working Class 
Summit (WCS) that Saftu convened 
in July which were endorsed by 
the federation’s October Central 
Committee. The summit of 147 
working class organisations (see WASP 
website) adopted a declaration that 
“a clear majority agreed on a need to 
build an independent, democratic and 
revolutionary working-class political 
party…”. It further agreed that this party 
must stand for working class power and 
socialism.
The Saftu Central Committee “…agreed 
in principle that creation of the working 
class party is of critical importance...” 
It emphasised “…that in the current 
capitalist crises, the only way forward 
is through building a Workers Party.” 
We agree and welcome this statement. It 
reaffirms the necessity for the working 
class to decisively enter the political 

battlefield.

Until now, the working class has reacted 
to the growing economic and political 
crisis by mass protests on the ground 
and mass abstention, or tactical voting 
to punish the ANC, on the political 
plane. Now, for the first time in the 
democratic era, the working class has 
the opportunity to unite its struggles 
on the ground – in the workplaces, 
the communities and on the education 
campuses – and to enter the struggle on 
the political plane, united, with its own 
platform and programme of action.
Of crucial importance is Saftu’s and 
the WCS’s recognition that the primary 
task is to unite the working class. The 
creation of a workers party belongs to 
the entire working class and cannot 
be the exclusive property of just one 
section of it. The Summit represented 
the first steps in assembling the forces 
capable of uniting the working class 
in its hundreds of thousands. This is 
enough to begin.

Party of struggle
Any new party must first and foremost 
be a party of struggle. The working 
class is already moving. Workplace 
strikes and community protests are at 
record high levels. A new party must 
connect with these struggles and help 
to unite them. Both the WCS and Saftu 
declarations recognise this. It must be 
this side that is given the overwhelming 
emphasis in building the new party.
Implicit in the WCS declaration is a 
recognition of the necessity for a federal 
structure – one that allows existing 
working class organisations to affiliate 
whilst maintaining their own identity, 
including revolutionary political parties 
and community organisations. This can 
allow open and democratic discussions 
and debates of different working class 
and revolutionary ideologies. WASP 
will put forward our views about what 
the creation of socialism will require 
and others must do the same.

Federalism does not have to be a 
‘once and forever’ principle. But we 
believe it is a necessary starting point 
to assure the already existing different 
political and  ideological groupings and 
community organisations that they are 
equal participants in a process to create 
something new together.
Ultimately, it will be the new party’s 
experience of struggle that will do most 
to clarify ideas. The new party must be 
armed with a programme of action on 
wages, job creation, service delivery 
and housing, healthcare and education if 
it is to connect with the mass of working 
class people.

2019 elections
We believe it is possible to use the 
upcoming 2019 elections to build 
momentum for the new party. It does 
not need to be a ‘finished product’ 
beforehand. An election campaign can 
be an act in the creation of the party. 
Saftu and the WCS organisations are 
capable of creating an inclusive and 
democratic process for this. Even a 
handful of MPs clearly proclaiming 
for socialism and working class power  
could electrify the working class. The 
platform could be used to convene the 
founding congress of the party with an 
appeal to every workplace and working 
class community to send delegates.
Saftu’s follow-up strike demanding a 
R12,500 minimum wage and against the 
attacks on the right to strike is planned 
for the first quarter of 2019 – ahead of 
the elections – it must place the creation 
of a workers party at the centre of that 
struggle.
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Luxury apartments worth

have been made 
available to ministers, 

their deputies and director 
generals.

Ministers’ monthly salary
R200,000

Luxury apartment rent
R1,200

per month

Deputy-Ministers’ salary
R165,000

Luxury apartment rent
R988

per month

Director-generals’ salary 
up to

R140,000
per month

Luxury apartment rent
R75

per month

But...
30.4 million people

live on less than
R992 per month

5.4 million people
live in informal housing
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Cheryl Zondi, from the age of 14 
was sexually abused by Pastor 
Timothy Omotoso. She testified 
that more than two dozen other 
girls were kept in the pastor’s 
house as his personal sex slaves. 
About thirty young girls who had 
been part of Omotoso’s Jesus 
Dominion International Church 
were abused not only sexually 
but psychologically too.

After being taken to one of his private 
residences, the girls would be taught 
how to ‘behave’ and had to follow 
Omotoso’s wishes. Threats were used to 
keep the girls from speaking out about 
their ordeals at the pastor’s hands. The 
televangelist the girls had looked up to 
for spiritual enlightenment, turned out to 
be a vicious predator. 

Cheryl chose to publicise her identity 
during her testimony in order to give 
other victims hope. However, her 
testimony showed why there is a great 
deal of fear among rape victims. Peter 
Daubermann, Timothy Omotoso’s 
lawyer, forced Zondi to tell of her 
experiences with the pastor, demanding 
that she give up ‘detail’ than was 
completely unnecessary.

Given that she had already gone 
through such a traumatic experience, it 

cannot be fair that Zondi’s dignity was 
not respected during her testimony. 
Although she was only 14 at the time, 
Daubermann’s questioning implied that 
she chose to put herself in that position. 
Complaints came from the public as 
people turned to social media to voice 
their disbelief and disgust. This case 
mirrors many others in the country.

Between April 2017 and March 2018, 
about 130 sexual offences took place 
daily in South Africa. Those charged 
with the protection of citizens and 
administering justice often completely 
failed victims. Half of sexual offences 
reported were handled by low ranking 
officers. Numerous errors in the 
investigation procedures were recorded 
– ranging from poorly handled data from 
crime scenes, to the collection of witness 
statements. 

Zondi’s testimony above all else brings 
to attention the importance of eradicating 
gender inequality and combatting sexual 
violence. As a result of capitalist society 
being poorly planned, it is unable to 
look after those most vulnerable. The 
police are confronted with a large 
number of sexual offences, which they 
are not resourced to handle adequately. 
Furthermore, the ill treatment of victims 
by police and court officials themselves 
does not inspire confidence. 

The Workers and Socialist party supports 
the victims of rape in their struggle for 
genuine justice. Institutionalised sexism 
and victim-blaming must be challenged. 

The bureaucratic functioning 
of the courts must be reworked 
to protect victims. The police 
must be held accountable to 
the public to ensure that they 
protect all citizens, women 
and girls. The courage that 
Cheryl Zondi had, to look her 
abuser in the face during her 
testimony, is the same sort of 
courage needed to challenge 
the unequal hierarchies in 
South Africa.

Cheryl Zondi’s Court Nightmare
Fight institutional sexism

R4
milllion

Ndumiso Ncube
Tshwane WASP

Cheryl Zondi in court.
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Lowering the cost of doing business,
increasing productivity and competitiveness.

To reduce the cost of doing business simply means an attack 
on the living standards of the working class. It means lowering 
wages so as to enable the bosses to extract as much profit as is 
possible. For under capitalism, the bosses don’t invest unless 
they are assured of maximum return on their investment. 
Pension funds, fully paid maternity leave, medical aid and 
other such benefits, which the working class cannot do without, 
must necessarily be sacrificed if the bosses are to be guaranteed 
maximum profits. In a word – precarious work! Moreover, they 
will use tax cuts and tax breaks as an incentive for companies to 
invest. But this means less money for social programmes like 
health, education, social grants, etc. – services which are much 

needed by the already impoverished working class. 

Growth through infrastructure development.
Ramaphosa said he will establish a R400 billion infrastructure 
fund, which will, according to him, “fundamentally transform 
our approach to the roll-out, building and implementation of 
infrastructure projects”. This, we are told, will prioritise the 
building of schools, housing, roads, water infrastructure and 
public transport. A cursory glance at this policy proposal 
reveals, contrary to claims in the bourgeois media, that this 
has absolutely nothing to do with the working class. It is part 
of an age-old strategy by the ANC to create a black capitalist 
class. This infrastructure fund will go into BEE companies – 
or into giant multinational companies, with BEE companies as 
subcontractors – owned by well-connected individuals, as has 

always been the case.

In building roads, schools, roads, water Infrastructure, etc., 
the working class will continue to be subject to ruthless super-
exploitation. Ruthless and unrelenting exploitation has always 
been, and continues be, the lot the workers employed by BEE 
companies since the dawn of democracy – and there’s absolutely 
no reason to suggest that it will be otherwise with Ramaphosa’s 
much hyped-up stimulus package. Workers employed by BEE 
companies contracted to Prasa, SAA and other state and private 

entities, know this all too well. 

Re-allocation of spending with a focus on agriculture. 
Given Ramaphosa’s commitment to capitalism, it is clear that 
the 95% of farmland in the hands a mere 36,000 farmers will not 
be touched. His plan is to create black capitalist farmers. As he 
said himself: “The interventions we have identified will include 
a package of support measures for black commercial farmers, 
so as to increase their entry into food value chains through 
access to infrastructure like abattoirs and feedlots”. To finance 
this project, funds will be sourced, the stimulus package says, 
from the Land Bank, Industrial Corporation and commercial 
banks – further entrenching the intricate relationship between 
farm owners and banks at the expense of the working class. 
This clearly demonstrates that even in agriculture the stimulus 
package has absolutely nothing to offer the working class. They 
will continue to slave under their masters – only this time their 

masters will be of a different colour.

Re-prioritization of funding.
President Ramaphosa has made it clear that he intends to 
maintain fiscal discipline and fight to lower the debt to GDP 
ratio, which currently stands at 50.7%. That is to say, to fund 
his stimulus package, he will not source additional funding. So 
where will the money come from? The president answers: “The 
government has limited fiscal space to increase spending or 
borrowing. It is imperative that we make sure that the resources 
that we do have are used to the greatest effect”. He then points 
out, “the reprioritization of spending we are outlining as part 
of this stimulus and recovery plan will take place within the 
current fiscal framework and in line with the normal budgetary 
process “. It is in this context that talk about “bloated state” must 
be understood. Ramaphosa intends to resuscitate the economy 
by shedding jobs in the public sector! It is in this context, 
moreover, that the passing of the labour amendment bill, which 
effectively takes away the rights of workers to strike, must be 
understood. The regime knows that the working class will not 

take this outright attack on its livelihood laying down!

Ramaphosa’s Stimulus Package
Anything to celebrate?
President Ramaphosa has announced his much awaited stimulus package. It is intended to lift the economy 
out of the recession, create jobs and reignite growth. At the heart of this ‘turnaround strategy’ is the drive to 
attract investment. A number of proposals have been put forward. At the centre of Ramaphosa’s plan is a 
so-called “re- prioritization of spending”. Below, Newton Masuku, National Committee, looks at each of the 

key points and what it will mean for the working class.



I was able to witness, first hand, the 
inspirational work of this section of the 
Committee for a Workers International 
in one of the most volatile regions of 
the world, the enormous courage of 
the Palestinian struggle for national 
liberation and the deepening class 
divisions and conflict in Israel. Israel 
occupies the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip – the latter a virtual concentration 
camp of 2 million with constant bombing 
air-raids, blockading of food supplies 
and regular water and power cut-offs. 
After the conference, public meetings 
were held in Jerusalem and Haifa, and we 
visited the West Bank’s second biggest 
city, Hebron in the occupied territories.
The tremendously successful conference 
– 160 attended matching the record set 
in 2013 – was a testimony to the SSM’s 
courageous work in difficult conditions 
of inflamed national chauvinism since the 
Netanyahu-regime’s 2015 re-election. 
International visitors from the CWI in 
Ireland, the USA and Sweden confirmed 
the SSM’s internationalism. The array 
of speakers from both the Jewish and 
Arab communities is testimony to 
the courageous work of the SSM in 
placing the liberation of the Palestinian 
people, the class struggle in Israel itself, 
alongside the struggle for the unity of 
the Israeli and Palestinian working class, 
front and center of their political work.
Speakers came from the workers’ 
committee of the International Bank, 
the de-facto Left leader of the internal 
opposition to the pro-capitalist, 
national chauvinist Histadrut (trade 
union federation) leadership, Standing 
Together, a trade union formation, 
Power to the Workers (an independent 
trade union federation SSM helped to 
establish), the  left-leaning organization 
‘Our Future’, leaders of the Israeli Social 
Workers’ Union, leading Jewish activist 
of Ethiopian-descent, Avi Yalo and a 
Palestinian feminist activist campaigning 
against femicide in the Arab-Palestinian 
community, Samah Salaima.
2018 marks 50 years since the Nakba 
– catastrophe – the mass expulsion 
of millions of Palestinians and the 
establishment, as an imperialist outpost, 

of the Israeli state. Under Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s reactionary right wing 
government, repression against 
Palestinians has been stepped up.  The 
National Law which gives Arabic so-
called “special status” has officially 
reduced the 20% Arab-Palestinian 
minority to second class citizens.
Despite this, Palestinian determination 
for liberation remains undiminished. 
The highlight of the conference was the 
live conversation with Issam Hammad, a 
left-wing member of the High National 
Committee, the official leadership body 
of the Gaza movement behind the ‘Great 
March of Return’. Originally planned 
to be a limited, six-week campaign, it 
continues despite the killing of over 200 
demonstrators. The repression has failed 
to break the resistance – over 20,000 
demonstrations face the armed might of 
the regime every Friday.
The final visit to Hebron brought us 
face to face with the fascist settler 
community and their Israeli army 
protectors.  8-12 automatic rifle-toting 
soldiers accompanied us throughout our 
walk, as we witnessed the horror of the 
Palestinians’ everyday life.
Breaking the Silence (BtS), formed by 
former Israeli and Arab combatants 
dedicated to expose the truth to the 
world about the occupation, is hated by 
the regime. BtS showed us the roads 
Palestinians are banned from walking 
or driving on, the occupation of houses 
of Palestinians still living in them, the 

interruption of water supplies and the 
numerous military checkpoints they 
have to pass through every single day. 
It is worse than apartheid. Even in 
these conditions, the courage of the 
Palestinians is reflected in the presence 
of Youth against the Settlements whom 
we visited and discussed with. 
This humiliation includes forcing old 
women to crawl on all fours at gunpoint 
as a female ex-soldier disclosed in one 
of the 100 confidential testimonies BtS 
collects annually.  The Israeli regime’s 
ethnic cleansing has reduced Hebron, 
once a thriving city to a ghost town 
with a dwindling Palestinian population 
who are regularly insulted, spat on, and 
violently attacked by settlers.
The regime is weaker than it at seems. 
Elected with only 39% of the vote, Likud 
rests on an unstable six-party coalition. 
More importantly, 2018 has been the 
stormiest year since 2011 with massive 
demonstrations for LQBTQ rights, an 
end to discrimination against people 
with disabilities, and more significantly 
a successful mass mobilisation of tens 
of thousands against the deportation of 
Africans involving Arabs and Jews.
With a socialist policy the grip of the 
Israeli capitalists over the Jewish working 
class can be broken, along with the hold of 
the pro-capitalist Hamas and Fatah over 
the Palestinians, the regime removed and 
the way cleared for Palestinian liberation 
on the basis of a socialist confederation 
of Israel and Palestine. 
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At the end of September 2018, Weizmann Hamilton, a member of WASP’s Executive Committee and the 
International Executive Committee of the Committee for a Workers international (CWI), was able to visit 

Israel/Palestine. He attended the tenth annual conference of the Socialist Struggle Movement (CWI Israel/
Palestine) from 27 to 29 September and was able to visit a number of different areas before and after.

Below Weizmann gives his eyewitness account.

Israel/Palestine: eyewitness
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On 26 July 2018, the Constitutional 
Court passed a judgment on a 
case between metalworkers’ 
union NUMSA and Assign Services 
(Pty) Limited, a labour broker. The 
highest court in the land ruled 
that a worker who earns less than 
R205,433 per year and is working 
under a labour broker and is 
placed at a client company 
for longer than three months 
becomes an employee of that 
client company, and “becomes 
employed on the same terms and 
conditions of similar employees, 
with the same employment 
benefits, the same prospects of 
internal growth and the same job 
security that follows.”

The labour broker argued that after three 
months workers should become the 
employee of both the client company and 
the labour broker. This would no doubt 
allow for the same bad conditions for 
workers under labour brokers. Workers 

know that when they try to claim rights 
from the labour broker, the bosses say 
they cannot comply as it will go outside 
of the contract with the client. When 
workers try to claim their rights from the 
client those bosses say that they should 
deal with the labour brokers. Under these 
conditions, workers are left in the same 
position – vulnerable to the exploitation 
by bosses without the security and the 
benefits of permanent employment.
The Constitutional Court rejected the 
“dual employer” argument and ruled that 
it was in the best interest of workers if the 
client company became the sole or only 
employer of workers after three months 
and said that workers are entitled to the 
same conditions of employment as other 
workers in that company. 
We must acknowledge NUMSA and 
others who have fought the case to secure 
this important legal victory against the 
endless renewal of so-called temporary 
contracts which did nothing but allow 
for the ongoing hyper-exploitation of 
vulnerable workers in labour broker 
companies. 
We support calls by the South African 
Federation of Trade Unions (SAFTU), 
of which NUMSA is an affiliate, for 

the launch of nation-wide campaign to 
defeat labour broking once and for all. 
Labour broker workers as well as all 
non-permanent workers must mobilise 
and organise to claim the hard-won rights 
outlined in the Labour Relations Act’s 
Section 198 and force bosses to comply. 
It is only through organised struggle that 
these rights will be realised. 
There is no doubt that this legal victory 
comes in the context of consistent and 
courageous struggle by workers fighting 
against jobs that offer no security and 
poverty pay. The #OutsourcingMustFall 
campaign, led by WASP, played a vital role 
in creating a climate where this judgment 
would be the only acceptable outcome 
for the working class. SAFTU has since 
incorporated #OutsourcingMustFall into 
its programme and we welcome this 
solidarity.
We must continue this struggle and indeed 
expand our campaigns – mobilising 
contract and casual workers under labour 
brokers and so-called service providers 
to make sure that bosses implement 
Section 198. This judgement reflects the 
significance of the ongoing struggle of 
all workers who have and continue to 
fight for secure and dignified work and 
a living wage.  

A defeat for labour brokers! 
Workers must organise to claim our victory!

Ferron Pedro
National Committee

What does the LRA Section 198 say?
Amendments to the Labour Relations Act in 2015 improved the rights of workers who work through 
labour brokers, part-time or are on fixed-term contracts; earn less than R205,433 per year and are 
working for longer than three months. There are some exceptions to these rights under different 

conditions, for example if the company employs fewer than 10 workers. But in general workers under 
these contracts must be treated the same as other permanent workers doing the same or similar work. 

We must organise and fight to claim these rights and more!

Labour broker workers (Section 198A):
- Must be made permanent by the client company after 3 months. 

- Must be employed on the same wages and conditions as other workers doing the same work.
- Must get written details of your job when you start working for the labour broker.

Fixed- term contract workers (Section 198B):
- Must be made permanent by the company after 3 months and employed under the same conditions 

as other workers doing the same work.
- Must have a contract with a clear starting date and a clear ending date.
- Must have a written contract – if it’s not you are considered permanent.

Part-time workers (Section 198C):
- Must be treated the same as full-time workers doing the same work. 

- Must have the same access to training and skills development.
- Must have the right to apply for full-time jobs.

Adapted from CWAO, 2015 “Big New Rights: Summary of Labour Relations Act 2014, Section 198”



South Point, which owns multiple 
buildings is one of the largest 
suppliers of office space in 
Braamfontein, Johannesburg and 
provides student accommodation 
to Wits University and the University 
of Johannesburg. It markets itself 
as creating a modern progressive 
space for students, ‘creatives’ and 
start-ups. However, its treatment 
of workers shows the ruthlessness 
of capital below this thin veneer. 

One of the main strategies of capital 
for reducing the power of its workforce 
is outsourcing. This makes it easier for 
companies to avoid bargaining with 
organised labour. For workers this means 
barriers to unionisation, precarious 
employment, fewer benefits and lower 
wages. It means double exploitation 
as a middleman captures an additional 
component of the value created by 
workers’ labour.
Despite the victories of students and 
workers in achieving the insourcing of 
Wits workers, the company that operates 
student residences has been embarking 
on a programme of outsourcing which 
already has seen the outsourcing of its 
cleaning staff. 
Lucas Thomo is a front desk operator 
(FDO) and shop steward in the recognised 
union, the South African Industrial 
Commercial and Allied Workers Union 
(SAICWU). He describes the condition 
of workers as follows: “South African 
workers are still working under the 
slavery of apartheid like our forefathers. 
South Point is no different. Workers are 
still treated as slaves but as workers we 
are prepared to fight this treatment till 
the end.”
A female worker, who wished to remain 
anonymous for fear of victimisation, is 
one of the cleaners whose job has been 
outsourced to a company called Servest. 
She states that South Point and Servest 
“forget workers are human beings and 
treat us like rubbish”.
The conditions under which the workers 
of South Point worked included a low 
minimum wage of R17.75, the absence 

of benefits such as a provident fund, and 
the threat of outsourcing. The central 
demands of SAICWU were therefore:
• A living wage of R8,500 per month
• No outsourcing of workers
• The insourcing of all cleaners
• Benefits including a provident fund
Attempts to negotiate with South Point 
management proved fruitless. They 
adopted an intransigent stance.  So 
workers began strike action on 10 
September 2018. A strike is not simply 
the withdrawal of labour but a test 
of strength. Critical to the strike was 
the building of a coalition in support 
of the workers demands, including 
organisations of the students who stay in 
South Point residences.
The campaign called on South Point’s 
small business and NGO tenants to 
withdraw their rent until workers’ 
demands were addressed. Lucas Thomo 
credits this support for the eventual 
successes of the strike: “…thanks to all 
community, students, business owners 
who are renting at South Point for the 
support we received from you. The 
strike, it was very successful because 
of the support we received from the 
community.”  Further, SAICWU were 
able to call on the leadership of SAFTU, 
to which they are affiliated, to lend their 
experience to the negotiations.
Through the strike and the campaign 
workers were able to win a settlement 

on 3 October 2018 that included the 
following:
• A minimum wage of R22 per hour (an 
increase of more than 20%)
• A process of engagement for a 4-6% 
increase for workers earning above this 
wage
• A provident fund to be effective from 1 
March 2019
• Insourcing of cleaners from 1 March 
2019 depending on an exit agreement 
between South Point and the contractors
But following this victory, South Point and 
Servest have sought to claw back power. 
In an attempt to create fragmentation 
and fear, Servest suspended 14 of the 
90 cleaners for participating in the 
strike (they have since been reinstated 
with warnings). Working conditions for 
outsourced workers remain inhumane. 
The same anonymous cleaner reports 
that “We are working under pressure. 
The company agreed that we will have 
15 minutes of tea time, now they want to 
cancel that. They forget we cannot work 
on an empty stomach.” South Point is 
refusing to grant the wage increment for 
workers earning above the minimum.
While for the workers of South Point, the 
struggle against exploitation continues, 
the victories won in the strike put them 
in a far stronger position. The workers 
have gained confidence, experience of 
struggle, and have built a formidable 
social coalition that can be marshalled in 
future action. A luta continua!

7workplace
Victory for South Point workers!
The Struggle Against Outsourcing continues

Robert Krause
Johannesburg WASP

The South Point workers



The EFF
is 5… 
...and at sixes and sevens!
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The EFF has turned five, but it finds itself at sixes 
and sevens. The VBS corruption revelations may be 
shocking, but they are no aberration. This is but the 
latest example of the EFF’s mounting contradictions. 
The timing could not have been more embarrassing. 
Having played a major role in determining Zuma’s 
fate, the EFF was still celebrating their latest victory – 
the resignation of Nhanhla Nene. 

The EFF has vigorously denied wrongdoing, threatening legal 
action against the SA Reserve Bank. But it is possible that 
second-in-command, deputy president Floyd Shivambu, could 
be prosecuted. Claims have since followed that Julius Malema, 
(through his cousin) and the EFF itself may have benefitted. 
The EFF refused to form coalitions with the ANC because it is 
corrupt. Yet it entered coalitions for self-enrichment with ANC 
leaders, turning VBS into an institution for theft from the poor.
The EFF leadership has, unsurprisingly proclaimed its 16 
October VBS press conference a success. With the investigations 
still ongoing and prosecutions still awaited – the evidence is 
not yet in the public domain. The EFF is thus able to claim it is 
innocent till proven guilty. But this is a fig leaf to hide its naked 
embarrassment.
The evidence of looting is so overwhelming that the EFF 
leadership had no alternative but to echo public sentiment, 
pretending to share in the revulsion, condemning corruption 
and calling for prosecutions. Malema even gave an undertaking 
to act against Shivambu if he were found guilty. 
To make matters worse for the EFF, it is suspected that behind 
its so-far unsuccessful no-confidence motions against Tshwane 
Mayor, Solly Msimang, are attempts to cover-up corruption 
amounting to R12 million involving a Tshwane City Manager 
– an alleged EFF member.
Attempting to rescue its “radical economic transformation” 
credentials, the EFF has called for VBS to be saved, because it 
is a “black bank.” This serves merely to expose the EFF’s real 
class ambitions – self-enrichment. It stands firmly beside the 
ANC, DA, and the radical transformation rabble – Black First 
Land First, Transform SA, Mazibuye African Congress etc. – to 
get rich quickly.

The EFF is approaching a cross-road in its political fortunes. 
Severe damage to its dishonestly constructed anti-corruption 
image faces it. Simultaneously cracks are widening in the 
party itself. Chaos erupted at two of its provincial assemblies. 
In at least one, Malema’s bodyguards fired live rounds of 
ammunition at EFF members storming the fleeing commander-
in-chief’s car. They had rebelled against the imposition of his 
preferred provincial structure candidates. Malema’s North West 
EFF allies are desperately fending off sexual harassment and 
victimization allegations. All this has severely dented many 
EFF members’ confidence.

How did the EFF get here?
The EFF’s political and ideological degeneration is surprising 
not because it has occurred at all – that was always a given. It is 
the speed with which it is undressing itself that is striking. The 
leadership’s fears are for both their personal fate at the hands 
of the law, as well as its electoral credibility. It is turning up the 
volume of its racist noise – condemning all whites as thieves, 
smearing Indians and coloureds as racists – in a desperate 
attempt to boost its electoral appeal, stalling since 2014. In the 
37 by-elections in 2018, it has not increased its 2014 votes, and 
regressed in most provinces. Its Gauteng growth is small. Only 
in Limpopo has it increased support more significantly. 
The EFF boasted ahead of the 2016 local elections that it 
expected to control at least one metro and some municipalities. 
As the capitalist Business Day observed, “Malema predicted 
18% (from the 6% in 2014) at the local elections in 2016. It 
got to 8%, less than 100,000 new votes…. Now he’s projecting 
12% in 2019. That’s still well over 1-million new voters he 
needs. Where will they come from? Not from the DA. And with 
Zuma gone, not from the ANC. Malema will have to register 
a whole generation of new voters” (Business Day 29/03/18).
The EFF’s exaggerated expectations were built on a misreading 
of the 2014 results. Its spectacular 1.3m votes for a party of only 
12 months, only matched those of the Congress of the Peoples’ 
in 2009. This despite the far more favourable conditions in 
2014 than those under which Cope contested. The EFF failed 
to capitalise to its full potential the deep post-Marikana anger 
of the masses against a deeply divided corruption tainted ANC. 
This pointed to the limits of its electoral appeal particularly 
amongst organised workers who have a healthy class suspicion 
towards a party led by a millionaire who has never worked a 
day in his life.

Weizmann Hamilton
Executive Committee
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In 2016, the EFF could have called for fresh elections after 90 
days if an administration was not formed. Instead it installed 
DA mayors. This rescued the DA, enabling it to claim electoral 
momentum. It became the DA’s useful idiots – the cheerleaders 
of its hypocritical propaganda that it runs corruption-free 
administrations.
The DA/EFF coalitions confirm that the EFF does not take 
its own anti-capitalist rhetoric seriously. They are a local 
government dress rehearsal for a national coalition with the 
ANC in 2019 – an engagement with the monkey in preparation 
for marriage with the organ grinder.

The EFF since 2016 – a catalogue of betrayals
The EFF’s post-2016 election strategy is driven by two 
considerations. First, ambition to enter national office in 2019; 
second, self-preservation to avoid exposure for corruption.
Since 2016 the EFF has:
• Entered into coalitions with DA – a party it denounces as 
racist agents of “white monopoly capital”.
• Defended Zulu King Zwelithini’s rejection of Expropriation 
of Land Without Compensation (EWC).The King has 
subsequently roped-in AfriForum pulling the EFF into an anti-
EWC alliance with racists claiming white farmer genocide
• Allied with the House of Traditional Leaders colluding 
with multinationals exploiting mineral resources at mining 
communities’ expense
• Through spokesperson Mbuyiseni Ndlozi’s flattering 
congratulatory birthday tweet to Gatsha Buthelezi, praised the 
historical role of the IFP leader despite his leading role in the 
apartheid regime-orchestrated “black-on-black” violence in the 
1980s and 1990s

What lies behind the EFF’s anti-Indian racism?
Malema insists that SA’s main problem in SA today is not class 
but race. But it is the racism in the Indian community that the 
EFF leadership has singled out. Racism undoubtedly exists in 
the Indian community. But racism is found in all communities, 
including Africans, to different degrees. Racist prejudices are 
rooted in the poverty and social deprivation that continues 
today beyond apartheid, preserved by the same capitalist 
system white minority rule served. 
For Marxists, it is not only what is said in politics, but by 
whom and why. The EFF is targeting Treasury Deputy Director 
Ishmael Monmoniat because he is implementing legislation 
threatening to expose looting. Accusing him of “undermining 
African leadership” insults the black director general and his 
other deputies.

Pravin Gordhan is similarly race-baited for pursuing corruption 
in state-owned enterprises. The SA Revenue Service “rogue 
unit” hysteria deflects attention from the investigation into 
the illicit activities of tobacco outfit, Carnilex, whose director, 
Adriano Mazzotti, has  confessed to corruption, paid the EFF’s 
IEC registration fee and Malema’s R16 million tax arrears.
EFF attempts to undermine the State Capture Commission 
members are similarly motivated – the fear of exposure of its 
links to corruption. Under a new NPA leadership Malema could 
have his corruption charges reinstated.

How do we answer the EFF’s racist populism?
The first duty of genuine socialists is to promote working class 
unity of all races around a common platform and programme 
of action to dismantle the foundations of all prejudice – racial, 
ethnic, religious, nationalist and gender – the capitalist system.
Such a programme must:
• Lay bare the class divisions within every racial / ethnic / 
national / religious group showing how the working class in 
each have more in common with their class brothers and sisters 
across these boundaries than with the capitalist elite within 
them
• Explain that these prejudices are fed by working class poverty 
in each community
• Explain that economic freedom is unattainable under 
capitalism and requires the socialist transformation of society
• Explain the negotiated settlement aimed to preserve capitalism 
and open the road for the black bourgeoisie
The EFF does the exact opposite. Having in reality embraced 
the preservation of capitalism, the EFF is obliged to promote 
the racial divisions that capitalism has historically relied on 
with the aim of stopping the working class from uniting and 
overthrowing it.
The EFF is unlikely to survive action against Shivambu intact. 
Equally if Malema fails to act, it will damage it even further. 
Malema is damned if he does and damned if he doesn’t. Those 
followers hoping the EFF is fundamentally different from the 
ANC will be more disappointed as it continues taking steps 
along the path back to the party it came from.
But the EFF’s radical rhetoric does not fool the strategists 
of capital. Former Business Day editor Peter Bruce warmly 
welcomed Shivambu’s planned private member’s bill to 
establish a sovereign wealth fund as marking “an important 
shift in the EFF’s approach to, and its attitude to, capitalism 
and the market”. (Business Live 21/05/2018).
The bourgeois is worried Ramaphosa is not up to the job of 
saving capitalism. Peter Bruce lamented: “Capitalism is our 
only viable future. But it needs to be bent and shaped to our 
purposes and I’m not sure he (Ramaphosa) knows how to do 
it.” (Sunday Times 28/10/18). The ANC may not pass the 50% 
barrier in 2019. A pro-capitalist alliance of some combination 
is thus possible. The EFF will be a willing partner in exchange 
for cabinet positions. 
Even if the EFF achieves the 11%-12% of the vote that the 
latest polls suggest, it is no alternative for the working class. 
The resolutions of the historic Working Class Summit convened 
by Saftu in July to form a mass workers party on a socialist 
programme must be implemented urgently.



A new report by United Nations 
climate scientists found that 
if greenhouse gas emissions 
continue at the current rate, our 
atmosphere will warm-up by a 
further 1.5 degrees Celsius by 
2040. The authors warn that the 
world needs to dramatically 
restructure the economy around 
green energy within 12 years if we 
are to avoid the earth becoming 
uninhabitable in many areas.

What are “Greenhouse gases”?
Greenhouse gases, such as carbon 
dioxide, trap heat from the sun in our 
atmosphere, which in turn heats up the 
Earth’s surface and oceans. Without 
these gases Earth would be too cold for 
human life. However, since the start of 
the Industrial Revolution human activity 
has increased greenhouse gas emissions 
by burning coal, oil and gas, changing 
land use, and destroying forests and 
wetlands that serve as natural carbon 
dioxide removers.
Snow and ice caps at the poles reflect 
some of the sun’s heat. But these natural 
“solar shields” are melting. With Earth’s 
natural protection decreasing, the 
“greenhouse effect”, which has allowed 
life to flourish, will spiral towards 
temperatures too hot for life as we know 
it to continue. That is, IF we continue 
on the destructive profit-driven path that 
capitalism has set us on. 

71% emitted by 100 companies
According to the Carbon Majors Report, 
since 1988, only 100 companies have 
been responsible for 71% of greenhouse 
emissions. In the top 20 culprits are BP, 
Shell, Total and BHP Billiton. No well-
intentioned individual can make the 
changes needed when major corporations 

are refusing to put the environment ahead 
of their profits. Many environmentalists 
champion adapting our lifestyles, but 
these changes are often unaffordable to 
the vast majority of the working class 
and plays on individual guilt rather than 
focusing on the biggest culprits.

International solution needed
The Nile River currently flows through 
11 different countries: what Uganda does 
in its waters affects Egypt downstream. 
In fact, the damming of the Nile in 
upstream countries has had a negative 
effect on Egypt’s agricultural production 
due to less nutrient rich sediments 
being delivered by the river. Similarly, 
our oceans and our atmosphere are not 
confined to the borders of capitalism’s 
nation states. For example, Canada 
exports harmful gases and tar sands, 
is home to nearly 75% of the world’s 
mining companies, all whilst boasting 
“green” hydro energy solutions and 
environmental friendliness at home. 
The consequences of pollution or 
exploitation of natural resources in 

one country will affect neighbouring 
countries, and eventually the entire 
planet. Therefore, we cannot fight the 
drivers of climate change in one city or 
one country; we must look towards an 
international solution. 

A socialist world is possible!
The UN scientists’ report confirmed that 
the technology exists and can be further 
developed to deal with the challenges of 
climate change. It is however evident 
that in a system like capitalism, where 
the very people in power profit from the 
exploitation of both the working class 
and the environment, it is impossible 
to utilize these technological advances 
to secure a sustainable future. The 
unplanned capitalist economy means 
that one third of food produced in South 
Africa is wasted – enough to feed 20% 
of the population, many of whom go to 
bed hungry. Every year the energy used 
in the production and transport of this 
wasted food could power Johannesburg 
for 16 weeks, and the water wasted could 
supply Cape Town for roughly 8 years.
The lack of concern to rehabilitate 
decommissioned mines, fix public 
transport, and maintain water and 
electrical grids are prime examples that 
both capitalist politicians and the private 
sector won’t look beyond their bottom 
lines. When the fossil fuels sector is 
threatened by environmental activism, 
the bosses threaten mass job losses. The 
same is true for mining and large-scale 
agriculture.
Our planet’s future cannot be held 
ransom in such a way. We know there 
are jobs in rehabilitating the environment 
and developing green energy. Workers 
can be retrained. The time has come to 
nationalise these sectors, restructuring 
them to be sustainable, and to push for 
a green revolution under democratic 
workers’ control. As we fight for a world 
free of oppression, socialists also fight 
for the preservation of our natural world 
and all the enjoyment it brings.
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Rose Lichtenstein
National Committee

UN Climate Report

System change to 
fight climate change!



The hip hop music that emerged in the 1970s in the US amongst 
the African-American youth of the inner cities was often 
political and radical. It reflected the racism and poverty suffered 
in black and immigrant communities. But starting in the 1980s 
there was a change. Recognising that there was money to be 
made from the popularity of hip hop culture, but uncomfortable 
with its subversive criticism of the capitalist status quo, record 
executives decided to give hip hop a commercial make-over. 
Its content began to centre on “rags-to-riches”, crime and the 
sexualisation of women.
Radio stations and record labels began to act as music filters. 
Rap that predominately spoke on social issues, racism, 
exposing government’s lies etc. was swept under the carpet and 
“removed” from the commercial canon. But hip hop’s original 
traditions have survived in a movement known as underground 
rap. Immortal Technique is of the most famous underground 
rappers. In his song Open Your Eyes he draws the parallel 
between how major record labels treat underground rappers 
and how the imperialist countries treat neo-colonial countries.

We are here because of you
We are here because you were there

We arrived from every corner of the planet to this nation
To seek the fulfilment of a promise of America
We were promised a better life in our home 

countries, where we were told that privatizing water 
and electricity will make things run more efficiently

Instead the quality remained almost the same 
and the price was increased until it became an 

unaffordable luxury
Here he refers to immigration to the USA of people from South 
and Central America after their countries have been subjected 
to “structural adjustment programmes” by the IMF and World 
Bank. These programmes leave third world economies under 
immense stress and the people living there sink ever deeper 
into poverty.

Some corporations are more efficient than 
government, but their motivation is not the health 

or the well-being of the people, it’s only about 
profit...

Once upon a time, we were told that 
nationalisation would prevent growth by limiting 

competition, that our countries were nothing 
without the companies that invested in us and so 

they privatized everything, everything in our country 
was owned by people that had no connection to 

our culture, by those who never had our interests at 
heart…

Here Immortal Technique shows us how state owned companies 
were sold to multinational companies – to those who had 
no interests whatsoever in the people but in profiting from 
resources and basic services.

our governments told us that socialism was the real 
enemy and that we would have freedom, but the 

foreign powers and corporations were the ones 
with real freedom

This statement reveals how corporations under capitalism have 
more power than the people themselves, they are free to do as 
they please. Whether it adversely affects the environment, or 
the people, generating money it is all that matters.

…the major label super powers treat the 
underground like the 3rd world, when they need 

new assets, new honest to prostitute a side and put 
on a shelf to use their songs

When they needed new concepts, music and 
publishing to steal from the producers, they came 

to the underground, to the 3rd world…
The record executives’ efforts to commercialise hip hop – 
how to exploit the new product, capture, package and sell it is 
compared to how the imperialist countries sit on the necks of 
neo-colonial countries, exploiting the resources, the land and 
the workers of those countries.

Build your defences my independent brothers and 
sisters, they’ll stop at nothing to get what they want, 
they paint the 3rd world, underground, as savage 
and backward, but the super powers are no less 

corrupt, they’ve just learned to disguise it better…
This phrase is calling for people to protect themselves because 
it is evident that the global capitalist system does not function 
for the people. The capitalist media would not give exposure 
to underground rappers that speak on socio-political issues 
because they are a threat. It is a struggle to keep producing 
“conscious” content calling on the masses to fight back. The 
only hope left for the working class of the world for a better 
free society is to overthrow the capitalist system and build a 
socialist society run in the interests of the working class, and 
by the working class, including the development of free artistic 
expression in music and all aspects of culture.
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Underground 
HIP HOP:

Immortal 
Technique

Hip Hop Pantsula (aka HHP) tragically committed suicide in October. He was a pioneer of the Motswako 
hip hop genre, performed in several African languages, predominantly Setswana. Sadly, HHP had been 
suffering with depression for several years – an illness worsened and aggravated by the brutality of capitalist 
society. In commemoration and recognition of this, Phemelo Motseokae, Tshwane WASP, looks at hip hop’s 

radical anti-capitalist tradition by examining the work of US hip hop artist Immortal Technique.



12 anniversary

Much has changed in the half 
century since the revolutionary 
events of May 1968 in France. At 
that time there was still a ‘cold war’ 
between states with very different 
social systems - capitalism and 
private ownership of industry in 
the West and Stalinism in the East, 
based on bureaucratically run 
state ownership. But the ruling 
elites on both sides of the ‘iron 
curtain’ feared revolutions from 
below, which would see power 
in the hands of democratically 
elected representatives of the 
working class. The greatest 
general strike in history - when 
ten million workers paralysed the 
‘strong state’ of president Charles 
de Gaulle - showed that such a 
revolution was possible.

The month of revolution in France was 
preceded by a number of important strikes 
and unrest among students in schools 
and universities. Workers’ living and 
working conditions were lagging behind 
economic growth. Inflation was eating 
into wages. In some of the big factories, 
production lines were literally policed by 
armed men hired by the bosses.
Students in the universities and schools 
were angry about overcrowded classes, 
lack of flexibility in their courses and 
graduate unemployment. By the end of 
April 1968, armed police were sent in 
against their occupations and peaceful 
demonstrations. Battles raged and 
barricades were erected in the streets of 
Paris. Hundreds of students were arrested, 
hundreds more were hospitalised.

Strikes spread
It was not long before young workers 
joined in the demonstrations and the 
trade unions were forced to call solidarity 
action. A one-day official general strike 
on 13 May saw five million workers 
around the country take action and one 
million on the march in Paris. The leaders 
of the sizeable ‘Communist’ Party (CP) 

had hoped this would act like the valve 
on a pressure cooker and that workers 
would be content to go back to work.
No one could have predicted the speed 
with which the strike movement would 
develop as workforces across the country 
followed the example set by young 
workers at Sud-Aviation in Nantes who 
decided to stay on strike and lock their 
bosses up in their offices!
Car factories were occupied, shipyards, 
coal mines, schools, offices, hospitals, 
depots, theatres... Mass meetings were 
held, committees set up, red flags 
hoisted. Farmworkers began sit-ins 
at farms and depots and their unions 
called for a national demonstration on 
24 May. The forces of the state began to 
mutiny. By Friday 24 May, ten million 
workers - more than half of France’s 
total workforce - were on strike. Violent 
battles raged on the streets of Paris.
On 25 May, tripartite talks began between 
the government, the bosses and the trade 
union leaders (who were still insisting 
that the struggle was not political!) After 
three days and nights of talks behind 
closed doors, a generous package of 
reforms was agreed on wages, holidays, 
working time, etc. These reforms were 
the product of revolutionary events but 
they did not quench the thirst of the 
millions of workers occupying their 
workplaces. They rejected them.

Revolutionary situation
A classical revolutionary situation had 
developed. The ruling layer in tatters, 
the middle class clearly on the side of the 

working class and adopting its methods 
of struggle. The French working class 
was fully in action and ready for a fight 
to the finish. Workers in neighbouring 
countries were refusing to do the work 
of the striking French workers - printing 
government material, moving goods in 
or out of the country. What could have 
been done to complete the revolution? 
Linking up the strike committees on a 
local, regional and national level to form 
an alternative government.
In Nantes, a committee was formed early 
in the movement, of representatives of 
workers, students and small farmers, 
which took control in the region of Loire 
Atlantique over every aspect of society 
- production, distribution and exchange. 
Food was brought into the towns by the 
small farmers, prices and fares were held 
down, the police were made redundant 
by students and workers patrolling the 
neighbourhoods. If similar representative 
bodies had developed in every region and 
sent elected delegates on to a national 
council, committees of struggle could 
have become organs of workers’ rule.
But the leaders of the major union 
federations and the Communist Party of 
France wanted a successful revolution 
the least. If workers could take power 
in a developed industrial economy, they 
knew, it would inspire the workers of 
the Soviet Union to throw the parasitic 
bureaucracy off their backs and 
reconstruct genuine workers’ democracy. 
They literally betrayed the French 
revolution.
This is an edited version of an article 
that first appeared on Socialistworld.net 
on 25 May 2018.

France 1968: 

Clare Doyle
International Secretariat, CWI

when workers were on 
the brink of taking power

Workers occupy the factory of car manufacturer Citroen.



Zimbabwe’s economic crisis 
is deepening again. There are 
shortages of medicines, petrol 
and basic food items, such as 
cooking oil, sugar and even 
drinking water. Prices are rising 
and a new ‘transaction tax’ is 
squeezing living standards still 
further. Comparisons are being 
made to the crisis of 2009. Ten 
years ago the Zimbabwean dollar 
collapsed as inflation (price rises) 
reached 231 million per cent.

This has dashed any hopes that the end 
of Robert Mugabe’s rule would ease the 
suffering of the Zimbabwean people. 
WASP has always pointed out that the 
decades old crisis in Zimbabwe cannot 
be reduced to the role of one man. No 
matter how much of a monster Mugabe 
was in power he was ultimately the 
representative of a system. He was the 
defender of dysfunctional Zimbabwean 
capitalism, the vested interests of its 
political elite and behind them sections 
of South African big business and the 
imperialist-backed multinationals, 
especially mining capital. When Mugabe 
began to fail in this task he was dumped. 
As we pointed out at the time of his 
removal, Mugabe may be gone, but his 
regime remains in power.
Can Mugabe’s successor, President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, fix Zimbabwe? 
The real question is – fix it for who?

General election
Mnangagwa’s top priority has been to 
secure his grip on power. From this point 
of view the 30 July general election was 
a success for him. In the parliamentary 
elections Mnangagwa’s Zanu-PF won 
52% of the vote, taking two-thirds of the 
seats in parliament. In the presidential 
vote Mnangagwa received 50.8%, 
narrowly avoiding a ‘second round’ 
of voting. The divisions in the main 
opposition party, the MDC, are part of 
the explanation – two MDCs ran in the 
election! Even so, in Harare, the capital, 

and the second-city Bulawayo, the MDC 
Alliance won every voting district except 
for two.
But the continuation of fraud, intimidation 
and media manipulation were just 
enough to push Mnangagwa over the 
finishing line. Two days later soldiers 
shot dead six people protesting against 
this electoral fraud. The Constitutional 
Court dismissed the MDC’s application 
to annul the election results. Arrests 
continue for the charge of ‘insulting 
the president’. In October leaders and 
activists of the Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions were arrested for planning 
a protest over the economic crisis. It is 
business as usual under Mnangagwa.

Imperialism
Upon coming to power Mnangagwa 
declared that Zimbabwe was “open for 
business”. Despite lifting the import bans 
that sparked mass protests in 2016 it is 
not the street vendors and small traders 
that Mnangagwa wants to help. A new 
2% tax on all electronic transactions – in 
a situation where cash is scarce and the 
local bond note ‘currency’ is losing value 
– is a major attack on already desperate 
living standards. The government is 
aiming to loot $700 million from the 
Zimbabwean people in this way.
This will contribute towards Mnangagwa’s 
promise to clear Zimbabwe’s debt arrears 
with its imperialist creditors – including 
the World Bank and the European 
Investment Bank. To add to this ransom, 
Mnangagwa’s Finance Minister, Mthuli 
Ncube, plans to raise more money by 
privatising (selling-off) state-owned 
companies. All of this is a condition 
for the full re-admission of Zimbabwe 
into the imperialist dominated world 
economy.

Mining capital
With 40+ different minerals Zimbabwe 
is a potential treasure chest for mining 
capital.  They have ‘their man’ on the 
job in the person of Mnangagwa’s new 
Minister of Mines, Winston Chitando, 
who has held senior positions at Anglo 
American and other mining houses. 
Mnangagwa has cancelled Mugabe’s 

‘Indigenisation Law’, that required 
51% of mining businesses to be owned 
locally, on all minerals except platinum 
and diamonds. Already, Canadian 
multinational Caledonia Mining is 
working to restore its majority control of 
the gold sector.
Notwithstanding the immediate currency 
crisis, the mining multinationals see 
a bright future in Zimbabwe. Mining 
output is up across almost the entire 
range of minerals. Earlier in 2018 a 
$4.2 billion deal was signed between 
Mnangagwa’s government and Cyprus-
based Karo Resources to develop a 
platinum mine and refinery. Australian 
Six Sigma Metals is looking to invest 
in lithium mining. In fact, Chitando has 
boasted about meeting representatives 
of 27 London Stock Exchange listed 
potential mining investors.
There is no future for the people of 
Zimbabwe on the basis of capitalism. 
Mnangagwa’s government, like 
Mugabe’s before it, will only look out 
for the interests of the elite. We believe 
that the wealth of Zimbabwe must be 
used to benefit the people of Zimbabwe. 
The mining sector should be nationalised 
under democratic working class control 
as an important step towards breaking 
with capitalism. But to do this the 
working class of Zimbabwe needs a 
vehicle – the task of building a mass party 
of workers and young people must begin. 
By linking-up with the working class of 
South Africa and the region the socialist 
transformation of Southern Africa, Africa 
and the world can be posed.
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Shaun Arendse
Executive Committee Emmerson “the Crocodile” Mnangagwa



In recent weeks the relationship 
between China and Africa 
has generated considerable 
attention and debate throughout 
the continent. The recently 
concluded Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation was attended 
by leaders from almost every 
country on the continent. An array 
of critical questions has come to 
the fore about China’s position, 
its influence and interests on the 
continent. Many have described 
this relationship as colonial in 
nature owing to the economic 
and political imbalances that 
exist, drawing comparisons with 
Africa’s brutal colonial past. In 
other quarters the relationship 
has been lauded as presenting 
opportunities to solve Africa’s 
long standing developmental 
challenges.

For better or worse China’s relationship 
with Africa has a profound impact 
on Africa’s working class masses. It 
is estimated that Chinese companies 
employ African workers for 85% of 
their labour. It is through the lenses of 
the working class that we must examine 
China’s role.
China’s meteoric rise over the past four 
decades has given prominence to its geo-
political role around the globe. China’s 
role in the anti-colonial struggles of the 
1960’s and 1970s, though presented as 
supportive, was always in pursuit of its 
own geo-political interests – its rivalry 
with the former Soviet Union and the US 
for influence. China’s monumental rise 
into an economic and military giant has 
given its global expansion a much more 
aggressive expansionist character. In 
2009 China overtook the US to become 
Africa’s biggest trading partner – worth 
now US$170 billion as well as its biggest 
source of foreign investment totalling 
US$76.5 billion in trade and investment 
in 2017. China has invested massively 

through numerous bilateral agreements 
involving loans and in the form of 
infrastructure projects. African 
governments have embraced 
China’s loans, said to be at 
comparatively low interest 
rates and relaxed conditions 
compared to the World-Bank 
and the IMF. 
China is therefore being promoted as 
Africa’s development alternative to the 
loan shark Western neo-liberal economic 
models that have ravaged the continent 
over the past three decades. Whilst some 
of the infrastructure projects have come 
with developmental benefits, there is 
growing evidence that beneath the mask 
of benevolence they are beginning to be 
seen as a threat to sovereignty and of 
making very little difference in improving 
the material conditions of the continent’s 
working class masses. China is eager to 
collaborate with African elites to realise 
its aims and expand its influence. In 
exchange the elites act as gate keepers for 
Chinese interests benevolently relaxing 
labour norms and turning a blind eye on 
rules that are intended to protect natural 
resources including land and mineral 
wealth, and the environment. 
The reality is that Africa does not 
generate enough economic activity to 
repay Chinese loans. In fact the continent 
is plunged into a perennial cycle of debt. 
From South Africa to Kenya, from 
Zambia to Djibouti, the level of debt 
has dramatically increased with almost 
nothing to show for the masses. Though 
branded as not colonial it is exploitative 
nonetheless making no difference to 
African economies’ post-independence 
neo-colonial character. 
Under capitalism, Africa’s historical 
role as a source of cheap labour and 
raw material has continued almost 
uninterrupted, maintaining its position at 
the bottom of the global developmental 
pyramid. China’s has evolved into a state 
capitalist economy. Its relationship with 
Africa and the rest of the third world 
is based on the needs of a domestic 
economy awash with excess liquidity. 
With the rising power of workers forcing 
wages upwards at home, China has begun 
to outsource its labour to low-wage

 

African 
countries. 
It has 
also led 
to foreign 
multinational 
companies invested in China,  
searching for maximum profits, turning 
their sights elsewhere including Africa. 
As China has developed into the world’s 
second biggest economy, its global 
ambitions have become entangled in 
competition with the traditional Western 
imperialist powers. The imperialist 
character of China’s foreign economic 
policy is evident both on the continent 
and elsewhere. In SA, cheap steel imports 
threaten the viability of the domestic 
steel industry. For defaulting on its debt, 
China has seized has a port in Sri Lanka. 
Africa’s political and economic elites 
are willing accomplices in keeping the 
continent on this ruinous path. Both 
Africa’s natural resources and labour 
continue to be exploited. Weakened, 
disunited and disorganised, the African 
working class is under siege by global 
capitalism. The struggle of the African 
working class against capitalism 
however continues. Only through the 
intensification and escalation of this 
struggle can the African working class 
liberate itself from capitalist oppression, 
regardless of the guise in which it 
appears and where it originates from. 
Only through workers unity, strong, 
independent, democratic worker-
controlled trade unions and mass workers 
parties with socialist programmes can the 
working class break the chains of neo-
colonialism and emancipate the continent 
from capitalism and imperialism. 
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What is China’s role in Africa?
A friend? Or a new imperialist overlord?

Tinovimbanashe Gwenyaya
Johannesburg WASP



15party news

A WASP National Committee meeting took place over the weekend of 1-2 September.

One of the NC’s resolutions was to increase the regularity of our branch meetings 
and increase our amount of public campaigning.

WASP members across the country have responded with enthusiasm!

WHY I AM
A SOCIALIST
Why I joined WASP

There was a question which I kept on 
asking myself, why the majority of the 
people have to live in poverty while 
the minority are rich. Why is society 
organized in this selfish way? The 1% 
decides what must be produced and 
where it must be produced – workers 
must just sell their labour. That was 
when I started reading about capitalism 
and the way it organizes wealth which 
I find to be the cause of all the issues 
we are struggling with today – the 
economic down turn, inequality, 
inflation and recession. I feel that 

capitalism is an organized crime.
Upon trying to find an alternative to 
capitalism I discovered books written 
by an American by the name of Prof 
Richard D Wolff who is a big critic 
of capitalism. This introduced me to 
Marxist ideas. So I started to look for 
an organization that looks into Karl 
Marx’s ideas and whose policies must 
be based on the need to overthrow the 
capitalist system. That’s when I found 
WASP and read their policies and what 
they stand for. I became more interested 
and I joined. We cannot let capitalism 
destroy itself as every time it collapses 
the poor are the ones who must pay for 
the collapse, while the rich are being 

bailed-out by the tax money.

Sibusiso Jikelo
Cape Town WASP

STOP PRESS:
WASP’s Nigerian sister-party 
and fellow CWI affiliate, the 
Democratic Socialist Movement, 
has succeeded in its campaign 
to register the Socialist Party 
of Nigeria. Together with other 
workers and young people they 
will be contesting Nigeria’s 2019 

elections. More in a future Izwi.

Tshwane

JohannesburgBloemfontein

WASP’S PHOTO DIARY

Build the struggle – build WASP’s finances
WASP has no big business backers. We are funded by the cents and Rands of our members & supporters.

We ask readers of Izwi to donate and support our work.

Account name: Workers and Socialist Party Bank: ABSA Acc no: 4081935745 Branch code: 632005

WASP members should use this account to pay in their monthly subscriptions.
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