
I was able to witness, first hand, the 
inspirational work of this section of the 
Committee for a Workers International 
in one of the most volatile regions of 
the world, the enormous courage of 
the Palestinian struggle for national 
liberation and the deepening class 
divisions and conflict in Israel. Israel 
occupies the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip – the latter a virtual concentration 
camp of 2 million with constant bombing 
air-raids, blockading of food supplies 
and regular water and power cut-offs. 
After the conference, public meetings 
were held in Jerusalem and Haifa, and we 
visited the West Bank’s second biggest 
city, Hebron in the occupied territories.
The tremendously successful conference 
– 160 attended matching the record set 
in 2013 – was a testimony to the SSM’s 
courageous work in difficult conditions 
of inflamed national chauvinism since the 
Netanyahu-regime’s 2015 re-election. 
International visitors from the CWI in 
Ireland, the USA and Sweden confirmed 
the SSM’s internationalism. The array 
of speakers from both the Jewish and 
Arab communities is testimony to 
the courageous work of the SSM in 
placing the liberation of the Palestinian 
people, the class struggle in Israel itself, 
alongside the struggle for the unity of 
the Israeli and Palestinian working class, 
front and center of their political work.
Speakers came from the workers’ 
committee of the International Bank, 
the de-facto Left leader of the internal 
opposition to the pro-capitalist, 
national chauvinist Histadrut (trade 
union federation) leadership, Standing 
Together, a trade union formation, 
Power to the Workers (an independent 
trade union federation SSM helped to 
establish), the  left-leaning organization 
‘Our Future’, leaders of the Israeli Social 
Workers’ Union, leading Jewish activist 
of Ethiopian-descent, Avi Yalo and a 
Palestinian feminist activist campaigning 
against femicide in the Arab-Palestinian 
community, Samah Salaima.
2018 marks 50 years since the Nakba 
– catastrophe – the mass expulsion 
of millions of Palestinians and the 
establishment, as an imperialist outpost, 

of the Israeli state. Under Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s reactionary right wing 
government, repression against 
Palestinians has been stepped up.  The 
National Law which gives Arabic so-
called “special status” has officially 
reduced the 20% Arab-Palestinian 
minority to second class citizens.
Despite this, Palestinian determination 
for liberation remains undiminished. 
The highlight of the conference was the 
live conversation with Issam Hammad, a 
left-wing member of the High National 
Committee, the official leadership body 
of the Gaza movement behind the ‘Great 
March of Return’. Originally planned 
to be a limited, six-week campaign, it 
continues despite the killing of over 200 
demonstrators. The repression has failed 
to break the resistance – over 20,000 
demonstrations face the armed might of 
the regime every Friday.
The final visit to Hebron brought us 
face to face with the fascist settler 
community and their Israeli army 
protectors.  8-12 automatic rifle-toting 
soldiers accompanied us throughout our 
walk, as we witnessed the horror of the 
Palestinians’ everyday life.
Breaking the Silence (BtS), formed by 
former Israeli and Arab combatants 
dedicated to expose the truth to the 
world about the occupation, is hated by 
the regime. BtS showed us the roads 
Palestinians are banned from walking 
or driving on, the occupation of houses 
of Palestinians still living in them, the 

interruption of water supplies and the 
numerous military checkpoints they 
have to pass through every single day. 
It is worse than apartheid. Even in 
these conditions, the courage of the 
Palestinians is reflected in the presence 
of Youth against the Settlements whom 
we visited and discussed with. 
This humiliation includes forcing old 
women to crawl on all fours at gunpoint 
as a female ex-soldier disclosed in one 
of the 100 confidential testimonies BtS 
collects annually.  The Israeli regime’s 
ethnic cleansing has reduced Hebron, 
once a thriving city to a ghost town 
with a dwindling Palestinian population 
who are regularly insulted, spat on, and 
violently attacked by settlers.
The regime is weaker than it at seems. 
Elected with only 39% of the vote, Likud 
rests on an unstable six-party coalition. 
More importantly, 2018 has been the 
stormiest year since 2011 with massive 
demonstrations for LQBTQ rights, an 
end to discrimination against people 
with disabilities, and more significantly 
a successful mass mobilisation of tens 
of thousands against the deportation of 
Africans involving Arabs and Jews.
With a socialist policy the grip of the 
Israeli capitalists over the Jewish working 
class can be broken, along with the hold of 
the pro-capitalist Hamas and Fatah over 
the Palestinians, the regime removed and 
the way cleared for Palestinian liberation 
on the basis of a socialist confederation 
of Israel and Palestine. 
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At the end of September 2018, Weizmann Hamilton, a member of WASP’s Executive Committee and the 
International Executive Committee of the Committee for a Workers international (CWI), was able to visit 

Israel/Palestine. He attended the tenth annual conference of the Socialist Struggle Movement (CWI Israel/
Palestine) from 27 to 29 September and was able to visit a number of different areas before and after.

Below Weizmann gives his eyewitness account.

Israel/Palestine: eyewitness


